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TO 

CONSTANTINOPLE, 

TO THE ISLANDS 

OF THE ARCHIPELAGO, 

CRETE. 


CHAPTER I. 

Departure from Conftantlnople for the Gulf of Mundania.— Stay at 
Ghcmlck. —Turkijh dock-yard.—Timber for Jhip-building.—Culture of 
the land.—Natural hijlory.—JJlands of the Propontis.—Gallipoli.-— 
Lainpfacus.— Ai'rival at the Dardanelles. 

Events, which had fucceeded each other with rapidity fince our depar¬ 
ture from Paris, having made us lofe light of the principal objeft of our 
miflion, the courfe which appeared to us the moft prudent from the very 
firfl day of our arrival in the Levant, was to requeft our recall to France, 
or formal authority to quit Constantinople, to direft our Heps to the 
fouthern fliores of the Black Sea, to repair through Armenia, Georgia, 
Guilan or CmVRAN, to the borders of the Caspian Sea, then to Iraverfc 
VOL. II. B Persia 
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Persia from north ter fouth, and return to Frakce by the Persian 
Gulf, Bassora, Bagdad, Alei*po, and Syria. For fix months, we 
had been in vain expecting that the envoy extraordinary of the Republic 
would be authorized to i'ur/iifh us with the means neceflary for the execu¬ 
tion of this journey. We felt the 3iioil eager impatience to travxd over one 
of the parts of our globe tlic moft hiterefling, in regard to natural hiflory, 
geograpliy, ancient and modern liillory, commerce, &c. when we received 
an account of the detention of Citizen Semonyille, on the neutral territo¬ 
ry of the Grisons, by one of the powers inimical to France. 

It is very certain that the arrival, at Constantinople, of an ambaf- 
fador of the Republic had mitigated the fate of the French, calmed their 
inquietude^ rendered the Porte more circumfpeft, and relieved us from 
the fulpenfe in which we had been fince our departure from Paris. Citizen 
Semonville, with whom we had conferred fcveral times at Marseilles? 
was acquainted with the views of the government whh refj)edb to us; he 
knew what was the primitive objcA of our mijSlon; he was not ignorant of 
all the importance which the executive provifional council attached to our 
political and commercial relations with the Ottoman Empire, and how many 
advantages they hoped, in certain circumftanccs, to derive from a more inti¬ 
mate union with the Turks. 

Receiving no anfwer to the different letters which we had addreffed to the 
government, we refolved to go and fpend the winter at the Dardanelles. 
or in the Iflands of Greece, far from the agitations and intrigues which the 
various fliadcs of political opinions had produced among the French, and of 
which we had, in fpite of ourfclves, been witneffes. What determined us 
to take this courfe, was that we (hould be thence enabled to return to 
France if we were recalled, or to repair to whatever country of the Otto¬ 
man Empire the government (hould in future think it neceflary to fend us. 
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\Vc icrciveu, from Citizen Dkscorches, all the afliftancc tliat his pre¬ 
carious fituation allowed liim to afford, and we left Constantinople oa 
the 6th of rriniaire, year II, (26lh of November, 1794,) on board a 
Ragufan veflel, freighted by a French merchant. The captain had orders 
to go and anchor in the Gulf of Mundania, in order to take in there 
fonic bales of /ilk which were to be fent to him from Bujrsa. Thence he 
was to fet fail for Smyrna, and leave us, in pa/Ting, at the Dardanelles, 
wlicrc wc had an intention of making tome Itay. 

The day was fine, the temperature of the air very mild, and the Tea pet- 
fcdly fiiiooth : the wind, which liad been to the fouth for eight days, had 
died away, and appeared likely to fliift to the north: the captain took ad¬ 
vantage of the lirll favourable breath in order to get under fail. We de¬ 
parted from Gal AT A at noon, and came to an anchor at funfet, off tlie 
village of Prink iros. The wind being faint and variable, we remained 
at this anchorage two days, duiing wliich wc amufed ourfelves in killing, 
from on board, fonic divcr:>, in (hooting, in the ifland, woodcocks and red 
j)artridgcs, and in gathering, for our colledion, feeds, lichens, and a few 
late j)lants. 

The wind having fettled at north north-eafl, w^c fet fail, at feven o’clock 
in the morning, for the Gulf of Mundania: at ten, wc were a Icag'ie Irom 
the coall fituatccl between this gulf and that of Nicomedia, and at noon 
we liad doubled Cajie Bou z-Bournou. Tliis coafl is beautiful, diverfified, 
and rather mountainous; the foil appeared fertile and wooded; wc perceived 
fields laid down in corn, a few flocks of fliccp, and fcvcral inconfidcrabJc 
villages. After liaving doubled the cape, the wind till then favourable, \va 
likely to be contrary to us; it obliged us to jdy to windward a part of li e 
niglit. Wc liad iomc difficulty to to ;n anchor lialf a league from tlie 

village of GniiMLEK, at two ealiles’ length from the fouth c<.-an 

Ihr 
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The anchorage, at the head of the gulf, is excellent; the anchors hold 
well every where; but, in winter, it is nioft prudent to approach the dock¬ 
yard fituated to the fouth, and to bring up at a cable and a half or two cables’ 
length from the fliore; for if a veflel came to an anchor on the fide of the 
village, fhe would be expofed to a heavier fca with a wefterly wind fomewhat 
flrong, and might run the rifk of being driven on the rocks which Ikirt that 
coaft, if her cables were too old or too weak. 

The village, called Kios by the Greeks, and Guemlek by the Turks, is 
fituated in the form of an amphitheatre, at the head of the gulf, towards 
the north part: it is built on the ruins of the ancient Cws, and its popula¬ 
tion appears to be about two thoufand fouls. The inhabitants, for the moft 
part Greeks, are occupied in the culture of the land: few among them are 
mariners; feveral are employed againfl. their will, as workmen, fmee the Turks 
have eftabliftied, a quarter of a league from that fpot, a dock-yard for the 
conllrudtion of Ihips of the line. Here, on our arrival, was an eighty gun 
fliip almoR finiflicd, the building of w'hich had been directed by a French 
fliipwright. 

What determines the Turks to build part of their linc-of-battle fliips at 
the head of this gulf, is the facility of procuring fhip-timber from the 
mountain, which borders on Olympus, from thofe which lie between the 
Gulfs of Muni>ania and Nicomisdia, and from thofe fituated to the 
fouth of Lake Ascanius. Two fpecies of oak and two fpecies of fir are 
employed; the former ferve for the keel, the ribs or frames, and the 
Iheathing; the latter likewife ferve for the frames, and for all the pieces 
of the infide of the veflel. 

The two fpecies of oak which ferve for Ihip-building, are the hairy-cupped 
oak Plate XII. and the clujler oak. The former, which appears to be the 

querem 
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^ucrcus ccrris of LrNNiEus, is moR common towards Tocat, Sinopi’, 
and TiiKr.isoMi. It is that which is brought to the arfcnal of Constax- 
TiNoiM-K from the fouthcrn fliorcs of the Bi.ack. Ska, and which is moft 
commonly employed for the frame-work of houfes. It is alfo met w'ith in a 
great part of Asia Mix on and SvntA. It grow's to a confiderable height 
and furnilhes an excellent w'ood. Its leaves are deeply notched, fmooth, of 
a dark green on their upper fide, a little whitifli and pubefeent on their 
under. The fcales of the cup are in elongated filaments, terminated in a 
point *. 

The clujler or Jalk-fruitcd oak is more common than the other in the 
environs of Mux dam a and Constant! noplk. It rifes to a great height, 
aflumes a fine ftem, and furnilhes a very hard wood. This tree, whofc 
foliage differs little, at firft fight, from that of the guercus ccri'is or 
Ti rkky oak, is ncverthclefs remarkable for its elongated fruit, borne on a 
fiender pedicle, two or three inches in length-f-. 

The Turks commonljf make ufc of the piniis pinea or Rone pine, and of 
a fpccics which approaches to the lai'icio of the Corficans. The former is 
common towards the maritime coaRs of Asia Minor and Syriaj it alio 
grows throughout all Greece. It acquires a confiderable fize, and its wood, 
hard and refinous, is frequently employed in the Ihip-building carried on at 
Mundania, at the Dardanelles, at Mitylene, and at Rhodes. 

• ^ercus vr/enialis, laiifvlia, foltis ad coftam puUbrg incifis, glande maxima, cupula crinita, 
Tournekort. CorolK Id, l^oyage au Levant. Vol. i. page 240. 

Pocockk's Travels, vol. ii. tab. 86. 

Chene a cupule cheveluc, quncus crinita, Lam. Encycl. Bot. vol- i. page 718. No. 4. 

f ^ercus oricnialis, glande cylindriy firmi, longopediculo injidente, Tou rn efort. Corall. page /{O* 

Chcnc a grappe, quercus racemofa. Lam« Encyclop. Boun. Vol. i, page 7.15. No. i. 

The 
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The other pine which we found in plenty in the environs of Olympus 
and in all the interior of Asia Minor, bears a ftraight ilcin, and acquires a 
condderabls Cze and height. Its feeds, which I brought to Paris, have 
come up very well in the garden of Citizen Cels, a cultivator, and member 
of the National Inftitute. 

The Gulf of Munpania, Pi.atv. JIl. is deep, rather narrow, and fur- 
rounded by lofty mountains: the one to the north is almofl; entirely calcare¬ 
ous; it is partly fchiftofe, jiartly formed of Ihndllone at its bafe. The coaft 
lituated to the fouth prefents, all along the fliorc, a hard, mixed rock, con¬ 
taining pebbles of porphyry, granite, &c. At the head of the gulf is Iccn a 
fandy beach by no means elevated, and beyond, a fmall fertile plain, watered 
by a rivulet, which,bore the name of the town; and by a little river, known 
formerly by the name of JIyx,as. In this plain are cultivated various kitchen- 
garden plants, fuch as the folanum melongena, the hibifeus efculentus, the 
water-melon, and feveral fruit trees, among which w'e remarked the pome¬ 
granate-tree and a fpecies of apple-tree with oblong fruit, of a very agreeable 
flavour. We procured leveral flips of this apple-tree, and fent them to Con¬ 
stantinople in order to be there raifed in the garden of the palace be¬ 
longing to the cmbafTy, till we (hould have it in our power to convey them 
ourfclves to France. 

It is not to be doubted that this apple-tree would thrive in the fouth of 
France, fince the temperature of Ghemlek is at leafl as warm as that of 
our fouthern departments, where it is known that ihc apple-tree vegetate? 
badly, and yields only worm-eaten fruit. 

The pomegranates of Ghemlek are held in fucii eftimation, that the 
■Greeks of that village are obliged to pay their perfonal impoll with a certain 

quantity 
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quantity of tliis fruit, which they fend every year to Constantinople for 
the harem of the Grand Signior. 

Although the olive-tree is much propagated on the rifing grounds of the 
environs, yet the inhabitants are not accuftomed to extra<fl oil from its fruit, 
They prefer gathering the olive when it is perfectly ripe in the months of 
Brumaire and Frimaire, in order to fait it and afterwards fend it to the 
capital, where the Greeks, Armenians,, and Jews make, during the whole 
year, a great confumption of this fruit. The j)rcparaLion of thefe olives 
confifts in throwing marine fait on them, in a rather large quantity, and 
lliirlng them about fo that they may be thoroughly impregnated with it. 
They arc afterwards put, for feme days, into baikets, and are flightly preiTed 
in order to facilitate the draining of the aqueous part, after which they are 
kept in earthen jars, 

Thefe olives are eaten without any other preparation: they are fometimes 
feafoned with fait, vinegar, and oil; they arc alfo fenced up with folanum 
mclongena, pimento,- celery, and fennel pickled in vinegar, together with 
anchovies, and other falted fiflies. 

At Giiemlek, as well as in the environs of Bursa, the white mulberry- 
tree is cultivated in plenty for (he rearing of lilk-worms; but here this tree 
is not permitted to grow, as in our climates: it is kept as a dwarf, and 
every year are taken olf all the branches which liave (hot forth the preceding 
year, in order to be given, with their leaves on them, to the filk-w^orms. 
After this cutting, the mulbeuy-tree pufhes forth frclh (hoots which arc 
to be cut the following year, as they are wanted. 

Thefe trees are planted according to the quality of the foil, at the diftance 
of thr^c or four feet from each other. They are not grafted, becaule it has. 
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no doubt, been difcovered that the fmallcr and more favoury leaves of tlie 
wild mulberry-tree are of a quality fuperior to thofe which are large, fuccu- 
lent, and by no means fubftantial. It is not, in general, the praftice to 
give them manure; fome are watered; but all receive two hoeings, the one 
at the moment of their vegetation, and the other at the end of the fummer. 
This tree, thus cultivated, kfts a great number of years: it forms one of the 
principal articles of wealth of the environs of Bursa, and fupplies a great 
many manufaAorics of filk Ruffs cRablilhcd in that town for the ufe of the 
Gricntals. 


A field planted with mulberry-trees which may have been permitted to 
rife and grow, will, doubtlefs, furnifli a more confiderable quantity of leaves* 
than if it were planted with dwarf mulberry-trees, although the latter arc 
much clofer to each other; but if a cultivator coiifiJer the facility that he 
has of procuring at pleafurc all the leaf of the latter by cutting the young 
boughs, and the inapj)reciablc advantage of being able to fhelter, by a wall 
or a hedge, the dwarf mulberry-trees from a frozen wind which attacks atul 
fo frequently caufes the leaf to wither, in our fouthern departments, at the 
moment of its budding, and, by that means, deprives of their nourilhment 
the filk-worms already hatched, it will be found, perhaps, that this culture 
is not to be ncgleiflcd, and that it ought to be adopted, at leaR in part, 
in the South of France. 

The Greeks arc great eaters of land-fnails; but they have not, like the 
Romans, the art of fattening them and making them a monflrous fize by an 
abundant and choice food- They content themfelves with picking them up 
in the fields and keeping them in their houfes, for fome days, in earthen 
jars, in order to make them void all tlic food on which they have fubfiRcd. 
They boil them for feveral hours in water with a little fait, after w'hich they 
make a fauce Rrongly feafoned with garlic, parllcy, and fpices. Wc law the 

Greeks 
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Greeks of Cons r AN'TiNOPLK and (Jhkmlek eat almofl: every fpecies of 
European fnails, but more particularly the beautiful chefnut fnail, of which 
we give the figure, P\. in: A 1 I/.J/g. i. a.b. 

It is larger than tlic pomaiia or vinc-fnail: its fpirc is Icfs elevated, and its 
mouth lefs large. The whole flvell is generally coloured by large zones or a 
rhefnut brown, intcrfcdled by other pale zones, of which the one that tra- 
vcrll'S the middle of the lafl volute, is diflinguiihed for its whitiCh colour. 
The rcmi-clliptic mouth is in proportion. The lip is obtufe: it forms, with¬ 
out, a little border, and is coated, within, by a brown enamel which increafes 
towards the umbilical region. The bottom of the opening is as if milk-white, 
althoLif^h tranfmitting the exterior zones 


Among tlie land-fliclls which we found in the environs of Ghemlek, we 
ihall remark two bulbni which hitherto appear to us unknown to naturaliils. 

i. The bulimus, lo. b. It is fmoolli, whititli, more or lefs 

marked longitudinally with lines fomewhat rufous. Its twelve volutes are 
a little convex. Its fummit Is obtufe, and its umbilical foramen very percep¬ 
tible- Its mouth is white: it has three teeth placed in the form of a triangle, 
nearly at C(jiial diilanccs -f-* 

c. The oval bulimus, Jig. 12. a. h. It is of a whltifli colour, clearer 
towards the mouth. It is compofed of fix volutes a little convex and 

t 

fmooth. Its fliapc is that of an egg, fliort and obtufe. It is provided with 
a little umbilicus. Its mouth is oblong, oblique, narrowed by fix teeth 


•JJelix cufianej, tfjagna, exufjtiiltca/a, dcprt'Jf..tfiuh glol of a ^ ruffcaflane^a, pulliJo 7:onata, caUo 
ohtuji inierno et umbilicali fufeo. 

Bum Mir s zebra parvulus, oblongus, urjihiltcatu^, ItxvtSi all'.'du* 7ufu lifteolatus\ a/uizira 
trtpluique njerfu tiidt;uiaia> 

•yoE. i(. c nearly 
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nearly equal, very diftinfl:, three on each fide. From tl.is mouth, it ap¬ 
proaches to the bulimus fcarabcEUSi it is not at all comprefled, and its fize 
is from three lines to three lines and a half*. 

On the 20th of Frimaire (iztli of December) the cold war, fliarply fdt for 
the fird time; there fell five or fix inches of fnow, wliich brought a great 
many fnipes into the neighbouring woods, and a vafl number of ducks on 
the two little rivers and in the plain. The red partridge and the hare were 
every where in great plenty and of an exquifite flavour. The caj^tain, a de¬ 
termined fportfman, had an excellent pointer, (b that we lived well at little 
expenfe dur*’g our flay at Giiemlck. 

Citizen Toussaint, a fliip-l)uilder, fettled in the village, forgot noHiing 
to make us pafs our time agreeably, and to procure us every information of 
wliich we flood in need- We learnt, with inquietude, that his zeal, for 
the fcrvice of the Porte, had fcveral times expofed hiir to being maflacred 
by the Turks belonging to the country inland, who accufed him improperly 
of being the caufe of the oppreflion which the government made them ex¬ 
perience for the felling and the conveyance of the wood nccciTary for the con- 
flru<5lion of the Qiip with which he w^as charged. 

Thefe wretches, excited, perhaps, by the treafurer, who hated a fuperin- 
tendant whofe manners and probity gave him umbrage, and by a few Grceki? 
jealous of the preference which a flranger obtained over them, came one 
day to the number of upwards of fifty, in the intention of killing him. Citi¬ 
zen Toussaint, robufl and courageous, after having clcaped from fevcral 
among them-, who aflaulted him on his way from the dock-yar,d to the 
^ village, (hut himfelf up in his houfc, mounted fix blunderl:>uffes in front of 

• Bvlimus ovularis mintUus, o^atiUf/ardide alhidus, anfra£iihus *veriia obiuJiJJimo\ aperture 
oblique oblongiu/cula, Jexdcntata, 

the 
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il'.c eriMMPxe door, arnudi his will* and his fcrv^ant, took liiiiiiclf a double- 
bamdlcd gun, Iv/o pillols and a llibrc, placed a barrel of powder in the 
middle of tlie houll, announced to thcil ferocious men, who attempted 
to Inirfl o[jcii thi. door, what were his means of defence, and the intention of 
i.ur}ing himlelf under the ruins of his houfe if they were daring enough to 
< nter it Sonic attempted to get in at the windows; but every where they 
r;ui.'J a man wlio prefented death to them. The inhabitants of the village, 
throuj.di pily, attachment, or intcrefl:*, fcon haflened to his afliftaucc: 

l ad no great dilficulty to difarm, by their tears and their intreaties, 
men whom tlie courage of Citizen Toussaint had already fliakcn, and who 
tuund it, no doubt, more prudent to retire to their habitations, than to 
hazard their life againft him who defended fo well his own* 

Though the llafon w^as not very proper for herborizing, we, neverthelefs, 
found a few interefling plants: w^c law, in flower, on the hedges, the ever- 
given virgin’s bovver*^-, and tovrards the fea-fide a pretty daphne, which we 
tnct with again in Svina, in the interior of Asia Mixoij, and which Touii- 
tn EI oi:t bad dilcovered in Ckkti: There was alfo on the rifing grounds a 

new fjiecies fp lit than |l, a flirub which grows to the height of five feet, of 


‘ • 'I’he Turklih j^^overnment. In cal'e of murder, exads a heavy fine from the inhabitants.' 

-f- Chmatrs cirtbnfn^ LiN n,—LaM ar f:, En-yclnpeJic I>ntam/jur. Clcmafite, No. 9- 

t Thymehra CretUa^ olr.r folio fuhtus Tourn. Corroll. page 41, 

I^AMARK, Encyclc'p. Bot, LaurCale, No. 2 2. 

Vi'jhfw Lolina, Smith. SpUiL Fafe. 2, page 16, tab. iS. Aug. Neapolitan Mczcrcon, T. 

j| The ftem while yet young of this finrilum has three angles which arc impcrccptilily cb- 
hterated; it llioots forth a great number of branches, wliicli arc altcrn.atc, flexible, and of a 
v'hitilh green. The leaves almofl felfiic, arc teinatc, and dclliiuic of llipules. 'i'lie ilow(‘rs, 
of a golden yellow atid provided with brakes, arc difpofrd in cluflers at the top of the 
branches: to thefc fuececd oblong pods truncated at their fumirrit. 

Cifizen Ventenat, who is publiflting an account of the plants cultivated in the g.uJen 
of Citizen Cels, has caufeJ this fpartiiim to -be drawn, and intends to infert ir in one oi his 
rfp^^roaching faiciculi, under the name of paf\:fvrum. 


I 2 


which 



12 


TRAVELS IN THE 


which we fent to the national garden of plants, and to Citizen Cki.s, fbmo 
feeds that have come up very well. 

We faw every where in the woods the andrachne and the arbutus loaded 
with flowers and fruit; tlie former, wdiich feels the cold a little more than 
the other, grows not in the environs of Constant) nopj.e ; w'e found it in 
plenty near the Hei.i.i:.si*ont, in the iflands of the Arch i i'Ei.aoo, on the 
coaflof As)a Minor, andinSvRiA. It flioots up fomcl lines to the height 
of a tree; but it more generally preferves that of a flirub. Its trunk, finooth 
and red when-the epidermis of the year has fallen, the beauty of its foliage, 
its cluftered flowers, its fruits of a bright red—every thing concurs to render 
it one of the molt elegant fljrubs of the Levant. If the arbutus is inferior 
to it in point of port, ftems, foliage, and flowers, it claims a fuperiority for 
its fruits. Thofe of the andrachne arc fmaller than thole of the arbutus: 
they have a fourifli and rough tafte, which does not equal the rather flat 
fweetnefs of the other. 

From the neighbouring mountains arc perceived the Lake .hcA xii’s and 
the fertile plain of Nice a, of which I fliail have occafion to fpeak elfe- 
where. It is reckoned tw'o or three hours’ walk from Ghemieic to the 
lake, and fcveji or eight to go as far as Nicea. Be jus a lies nearly at the 
fame diflance. Thcfe places remind us of the fecond battle fought near 
Cius, in the year 193 of the chriftian era, between I.ucius Sj.i’fiMirs 
Sj-Veuls and Pj sc enmcs Niger, who difputcd with each other the 
empire of the Romans after the death of the virtuous Pkrtinax, maf- 
facred by an undil'ciplined and corrupt fokliery. They ali'o remind us of tlie 
efforts made by the firfh Turkifli emperors to get pofleflion of Giiemeek*. 
OxHjiAN, already maftcr of almofl; all Bithynj a, had attempted in vain to 


♦ Some authors write Ktmluk. 
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fubduc Bursa and Guemlkk:: Orkhan, his fon, obtained the former 
without bloodfliccl, and the latter after a year’s fiegc. 

Ships and boats which trade to Bursa, almoft; always repair to Mun- 
DANiA, a fmall town fituated in the middle of the gulf, on the ruins of 
^hiiLEA or Apamiia : it feldom happens that they come to Guemlek, be-’ 
caufe the anchorage of Mundaxta is very good, the communications be¬ 
tween it and Bursa arc more cafy, more frequent, and the diftance from it 
is lels. 

On the firfL of Nivofe, (aifl of December,) at fun-rife, the wind being 
to the call-north-cafl, we w'cighed anchor, and flood on for our deftination- 
Before night vve palled the little Iflaiid of Caj.o J^iMNOy commonly known 
under tlic name of Poi'i.’s Islam^ : it is by no means elevated, almoft flat, 
tolerably fertile, as w’e were told, and inhabited only by Greeks. This is the 
ancient BEsiucoSy fituated three leagues liom the coaft, facing the river 
JinyxDAri Sy at this day called Miaaiatza* 

The wind ftelbcncd a little, and became north-caft at fun-fet. At three 
or four o'clock in the morning, the captain, having judged that that w'e had 
paired the Illand of Mar m or \, hove to in order not to enter tlie channel 
by niglit. We accordingly found ourleives, at break of day, to the north- 
weft of that ilLind, two leagues from the Iflct ot G m d o u n a, 

Marmora has received Itr. name from a white marble,, a little veined with 
gray and bluilh, which is thence extracted in great cpKintities. Although 
its grain is not fine, noi its colours beautiful and mixed, liic Greeks, never- 
thclefs, cftccmcd it formerly and frequently made ule of it: they diftinguifhed 
it by the name of Cvzjcus marble, becaufe that peniiifula furnifhed, per- 
ha])s, fomc of the fame quality, or becaufe the town of the fame name ferved 

as 
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as an emporium for it. Fragments of it are found among the ruins of almofi 
all the ancient cities: pillars of it aie feen in x^arioiis places and particularly 
in the mofqucs of Co \ s ra nm' i \ o ple. At the picfciU'day this marble !<= 
worked only for the fepulcliral Rones made ul'c of by the Turks, the Arnie- 
nians, and the Europeans: it is fcldom employed in the conRru^tic n oi lioufc-. 

This ifland is about twelve leagues in circuit: it is lofty, mountalnoir', aivj 
tolerably fertile; it contains feveral towns or villages rather populous; it has 
two harbours by no means extenfive, fituated to tlie fouth, Vciiels furprifed 
by a northerly wind J'omcwhat Rrong, go ihithcr fonietimcs to feek a fh^lLcr. 
TIic inhabitants have a few flocks of fliccp; they cultivate the vii.c, tl/: 
olive-tree, and cotton, and gather various fpecics ot grain. 

Marmoua formerly bore the names of xV/.rA’/N, and pi'o- 

cn\\rs(’s‘^9 on account of the quantity of Rags which were there to be 
met with. I believe that none cxiR there at this day, as the wood^ arc 
deftroyed, and the mountains arc almoR naked. 

On entering into the channel, we with pleafurc directed our looks towards 
the coaR of Europk: we remarked a mountain parallel to the (hore, at no 
great diRance from the fea, and beheld a fertile foil, tolerably well culti¬ 
vated. The coaR of Asia fixed our attention more; it is flat, marfliy to 
beyond the Guankuis, and extremely fertile in the places which arc not in¬ 
undated : the mountains that are difeovered at fomc diRance, arc very wooded, 
and loftier than thofe of Euuove. We for a long time contemplated Mount 
Oeympus entirely covered v/iih fnow, and bad adieu to Constantinople, 
to the Propontis, and to Cvzicls, which we regretted not having 

• Nevris, the fawn of a Joe; Elaphonnefus, from a (lag, and from iflanJ ; 

Proconnefus, from which alike fignify a young (lag, and from ifland. 
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vifitcd, and lo all thofe places fo famous in liiftory, and fo worthy of that 
fame. 

The objc6ls to which our eyes were dire^led on both tides of the ckannef^ 
difappeared with the greatcfl rapidity: we had the wind right aft, and the 
flreaiii of the waters accelerated our progrefs, lb that, at ten o’clock in the 
morning, wc found ourfclves off Gali.tpom. This town, at prefent the moft 
confiderable of thofe fituated on the Hm.i.lspoxt, paffed into the power of 
the Turks, under the reign of J(>ii\ Pa lkoi.ools, and was taken by Soli- 
MA.\, foil of OitKHAN. It coiitains within its walls about fifteen or fixtecn 
thoufand inhabitants, Greeks, Muflulmans, and Jews; and is fituated on a 
ledge of rocks which the waters have undermined. It projects, and forms a 
fort of cape, at the extremity of which is placed a lighthoufc for guiding 
mariners, and pointing out to them the route which they arc to take when 
they enter tlic clianncl by night. Another is fecn for the fame purpole, 
almoft o]>pofitc, on the coaft of Asia. The channel grows narrow all at once 
off Gam.ipoi.i, fo that it is not a league in width. The fca forms a cove 
to the fouth of the town, which ferves as a harbour for boats wdiich come 
and anchor there, as well as for fliips thwarted by the wdnd. 

The mountain, of which I have before fpoken, has imperceptibly funk, 
and gives place to hills deprived of culture and of all ornament. That of 
Asia, on the contrary, has drawn nearer and prefents a natural landfcape of 
the greatcfl beauty. 

Lampsacus, off whicli Ave found ourlelves almoft immediately, poffeffes 
a charming foil, extremely fertile, and well watered. This town, formerly 
much more confiderable than Gajm runi, was famous for its gardens, its 
vineyards, and the goodnefs of its wines, fur its temples, and, above all, for 
the worfliip which the inhabitants paid to the god Pt^iAPCs. It is no longer 
i any 
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any thing at this day.but a mean village, inhabited by foaic Greeks and I'oinc 
Tuiks: it flill pr eleiAcs a few vine-plotb on the rifing grounds in the neigh¬ 
bourhood; hut its fiiic gardens b.avc dilhrpcared : on the ruins of its temples, 
bas been erected a mofquc, and the vvordup paid to the God prcrciver of the 
Univerfe, is replaced by offerings to the 

A5 far as the Point of Nagaua, on which arc flill to be remarked ti:C 
ruins of AnvDOS, the Hklli:spont prefents nothing remarkable but the 
fertile and verdant hills by which it is bordered, and a few vallies more or Icfs 
cultivated. Although the dillancc from LAMrsACt’s to Aj.vi'-os is alfo 
upwards of fifteen miles, our progreL was fo rapid, that we had Toon cleared 
that fpacc, and were able, about one o’clock in the afternoon, to bring uj) 
at the excellent anchorage which lies to the fouth of this cape. We haftened 
to lund our baggage, and to proceed to the town, ncaily two miles dillant. 
Citizen Bi:kaio\i), vicc-conlul of the Republic, had been expelling us for 
fame days^ he had had the civility to have a[)artmeats prcjiarcd for us in the 
conlul’s houlc: he was lo kind as to accomj)any us in our cxcurlions, and 
ncglc^led nothing to render the flay that we made at the Dai:j)Ax as 

agreeable as uLdul. 


chapter 
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CHAPTER II. 

S/ntj at the Dardanelles .—Defeription of ///<r Hellcfpontj and of the towns 

Jitualed on Itsjhores.—Productions and commerce of thofe counh'ies. 

The Hellespont, or Sea of Helle, is thus named becaufc that prlnccfs, 
daughter of Athamas, king of Thebes, wilhing to conceal herfelf, with 
her brother Phryxus, from the perlecutions of Ino, their mother-in-law, 
had the misfortune to be there drowned. It is faid that, mounted with her 
brother on a ram covered with a golden fleece inllead of wool, fhc ventured 
to crofs the channel which feparates Thrace fromTaoAs; but when fhc 
found herfelf in the middle of the waters, fhe was fo terrified at the danger 
to which flic had imprudently expofed herfelfj that fhc fell into the fea, 
where flic met with the death which flie was endeavouring to avoid. The 
Greeks, touched by her misfortunes, in order to eternize the remembrance of 
this event, gave the name of the unfortunate princefs to the arm of the fea 
in which fhc perilhed. 

This fea is more known at the prefent day by the name of the Strait or 
Channel of the DAnDAM:i.i.F.s, becaufe the modern town at which we had 
juft landed, is called by the Europeans, the Dardanelles; a name which 
has been tranfmitted to it from the ancient Dardana, DARDANlAt or Dar» 
DANVS, fituated a few miles lower down; for, according to the ancient geo¬ 
graphers, it was eight miles to the fouth of Abydos, towards Cape Trapsza, 
commonly diftinguilhed by the name of Barber's Cape. The river Rhodiits, 
on which the modern town is built, ftowed at nearly an equal diftance from 
Abydos and Dardanus. 

•troL. n. i> In 



TRAVELS IN THE 


i8 

In this town are reckoned fcarcely four thoufand inhabitants, Greeks, 
Muflulmans, and Jews. Its pofition is agreeable, its territory is fertile, and 
its produftions are very diverfilied. To the north-caft, is feen a rifing ground 
covered with vines; to the fouth, a plain terminated by a mountain by no 
means lofty; this plain extends to the eaft, and then forms a valley extremely 
fertile, watered by the Riiodu s. At the extremity of this valley are fuinul 
indications of a volcano: among others are to be feen confideiable blocks of 
granite, the quartzofe part of which is almofl: entirely converted into glafs. 
A little farther on, is a fertile and circular bottom, of fmall extent, fur- 
rounded by mountains covered with wood. 

In the territory of the Dardanelles are cultivated cotton, fefamum, 
various kitchen-garden plants, the vine, the olive-tree, and fevcral fpccics of 
fruit-trees. The orange-tree begins to grow here in the open air; and a to¬ 
lerably large quantity of grain is here collected. The neighbouring mountains 
fumifh tile velanidia* and gall-nut ufed in trade. 

The waters of the Hellespont Have a rapid flream oppofite the cafiTe, 
fituated at the lower end of the town,, while they are tranquil or run up into 
the cove, which lies at the upper part, and which ferves as a harbour 
for the fmall craft that trade brings thither, as well as to veflels and to 
Ihips of war that fometimes come to an anchor there. The captains of 
thefe two laft-mentibned prefer, however, both in winter and fummer, the 
anchorage of Nagara, becaufe they arc more (hcltercd from the north 
wind, and becaufe its bottom is better. 


• This is the name given by the modern Greeks, to the cop of the- acorn produced by the 
quercus jEgilops. In dyeing, the Orientals, the Italians, and the Engliih, cmplny this cup, sll 
veil as the gall-nut of the quercus rmnJUU 9 f\ 
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The Hellespont, at firfl: fight, refembles a majefllc river quietly carrying 
its waters to the ocean; but, confined within its bed, it is never known to 
pafs the limits which Nature has traced for it. Here arc not fecn thole dc- 
vaftating overflowings to which countries croflTed by great rivers are too fre¬ 
quently expofed. Neither are there to be met witli, in the environs, thofe 
infedlious marflies, thofe ftagnant waters, fo common towards the mouth of 
rivers: here the lands are cultivated, or are naturally covered with verdure 
even clofe to the water. And if the fliores of the Hellespont are not 
fecundified by canals of irrigation, if the waters depofit not on the lands a 
fertilizing mud, the communications which it cllablithes between the Pro¬ 
pontis and the Black Sea on the one fide, the Meditkiiranean and 
the Ocean on the other, the advantages which agriculture and induftry can 
derive from the facility of conveyance, arc benefits greater, perhaps, than 
thofe which would refult, to thefe countries, from the vicinity of a great 
river. 

The Riionius takes its fource to the north-eafl: of Mount Ida: it receives 
a few rivulets which flow from the neighbouring mountains, and, after 
having traverfed a fpace of twelve or fifteen miles, it difeharges itfelf into the 
Hellespont, by the fide of the caflilc of the Dardanelles. Its waters, 
by no means abundant in fummer, are kept back and employed in the irri¬ 
gation of the lands; but in winter, fwclled by the rains which are frequent in 
that feafon, it occupies a bed fufficiently large to deferve the name of river. 
The inhabitants of the Dardanelles have conftruiled a wooden bridge 
at fome diftance from its mouth, in order to be able to crofs at all times to 
the left bank, and repair to the fields that they cultivate beyond it. 

Behind the caftle, between the town and the river, is a tolerably extenfivr 
walk, naturally turfed and fliafled by very tall plane-trees. Although flii* 
place is very cool and very agreeable, it is fcarccly at all frequented by the in¬ 
habitants 
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habitants of the town: one there meets with none but Europeans, whom 
commerce and curiofity bring into this country. 

Three miles from the Dardanelles, in afeending towards the north, arc 
found, on a fpot rcfembling a plain of a triangular figure, a few veftiges of 
the ancient Advdos- The ground is elevated and covered with heaps of 
TubbiOi, among which are to be diftinguifhed bricks, fragments of potter’s 
ware, pieces of granite, and marble of cverj^ fpecies. A few fhapelefs maffes 
of mafonry are perceived along the anchorage, fituated to the fouth-weft. 
On the neighbouring coaft is feen a road deeply dug, by which the inhabi¬ 
tants of Abydos repaired to a fertile plain that lies to the caft. The city 
occupied the fouthern part of the triangular fpot which I have juft mentioned,, 
and extended to part of the riling ground that faces the channel. 

There is not, on the fhores of the HELj.T SPON'r, a fituation more agree¬ 
able and more advantageous than this for a tow^n; for, independently of the 
view of the whole channel, of its two fhores, and even of Ten edos befides 
the means which there would be to fortify it, being furrouiided by the fea 
and an infulated hill, the anchorage is unqueftionably the moft fpacious and 
the moft fafe of the Hellespont^ and if the Turks really wifhed to pro¬ 
hibit the entrance of the Propontis to an enemy’s fleets, there would be no 
place more proper for the credion of a battery, than the point of Na(;ara; 
for (hips always approach this point in fpitc of ihemfeJvcs, on account of the 
falient angle which the land makes in this place. Befides, this part of the 
channel is almoft as narrow as that of the fecond caftles. 

Two leagues to the fouth-caft of Abydos, is feen Sr l lei s, a fmall rivulet 
which would no longer be thought of, did it not indicate the pofition of 

* The gcntly-rifing ground of Tuoas allows the Ifland of Tensoos to be ffreeived. 

Arisba, 
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Ahisba, near which the army of Alexander encamped, while that con- 
queror was occupied in vifiting the ruins of Trot. 

Geographers are not agreed refpeding the pofition of the ancient Darda- 
Kus: fomc place it on Cape Tkapkza; and others, at the foot of Mount 
Ida. I found not in the environs of that cape, commonly called Baruf.r's 
Cape, any veflige, any trace of a town; neither did I perceive rubbilh, 
bricks, nor heaps of Rones. Tlic very ground, uneven, hilly, by no means 
fertile, and deflitute of water, appears little calculated for the fituation of a 
town of any confequcncc. I fulpeft, with the latter, that it Rood inland; 
for in the times when people could appreciate all the advantages of a mari¬ 
time trade, and even ibmetimes receded from the fca-ftiores, in order to be 
Icfs expofed to the incurfions of pirates, they muft have preferred fuch fitu- 
ations as placed the inhabitants within reach of the fields which they culti¬ 
vated, and from which they derived all their riches. 

Beyond the cape, the coaR is white and chalky, which has occafioned 
it to be given by mariners the name of JChite Spots: here it is that vcflels, 
waiting for a favourable wind for al'cending the Hellespont, generally 
anchor. 

We were not more fortunate in our fearch for Opiirymum, which is placed 
between Dardanus and Ruceteom: as for the latter, it appears, that it 
is lituated between the promontory of that name and the tomb of Ajax, 
to judge of it from the fragments of potter’s ware and bricks which are there 
to be found; for it is well known, that nothing indicates in a more certain 
manner the pofition of ancient cities. Monuments crumble away', the ma¬ 
terials are carried off, the plough levels the foil; fragments of bricks and pot¬ 
ter’s ware alone refiR time and the hand of man. 


•When 
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AVhen you have pafled the tomb of Ajax, fituated on an eminence, you 
fee even beyond the SiMo’is, a low, fandy plain near the fea, very fertile in 
proportion as you recede from it. But before we travel over Thoas, and 
vilit thofc places which hidory has rendered fo famous, let us return to the 
Hei-i.ksPONT, and tranfport ourfelves to the coaft of EbROPh. 

According to the jxjets and the greater part of the Greek hiftorians, 
Sestos was fituated oppofite to Abydos, at the moil narrow part of the 
channel. Thofe two towns arc become famous from the loves, real or fabu¬ 
lous, of LeaNJ^E ll and Hero, whole end was fo unfortunate. Leaxdeu 
lived at Abydos: Hero was at Sestos, a prieftefs of Venus. Too con¬ 
fident, no doubt, in his ftrength and ikill, Leaxder, in order not to be 
difeovered, for a long time, fwam acrofs the Heleespont, guided by a 
torch which his mjftrefs lighted on the top of a tower: but, in a tempef- 
tuous night, Leander, having too imprudently committed himfelf to the 
waves, could not reach the other fhore, and was unfortunately fwallowed up 
by the agitated waters. Hero, in her defpair, threw hcrieif into the lea, in 
order to lhare the fate of her lover. 

pROcopirs places Sestos in the cove the neared to Abydos: he even 
adds, that the emperor Justinian caufed a citadel to be built near that 
city: the remains of this citadel are flill to be feen clofe to the fca-fhore. 
The firfi: courfes of malbnry in hewn-flone, on which the wall was erefted, 
are there to be diftinguilhed. This wall forms a talus of about fifteen inches. 
The tower, fituated at the extremity of the citadel, is round and in a great 
meafurc deftroyed: the remains of an arch, which formed the fird. ftory, are 
llill to be perceived. Its walls, as well as thofc of the citadel, are built with 
fevcral courfes of rough, unhewn ftones, and fcveral courfes of bricks laid 
flat the one on the other in Jhree or four rows. On the declivity of the 
hill, the walls of the ancient city may very eafily be traced. Within the 
3 enclofure 
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enclofure of tlicfe wills, lie heaps of Rones, among which are to be diftin- 
guilhed bricks, fragments of potter’s ware, pieces of granite and marble. 
It is probable, that this rubbifli has been heaped up for the purpofe of 
clearing the ground, and putting it into a Rate of cultivation; and that, in 
this manner, the remains of the monuments that might there be met with 
have been deftroyed. 

Four miles from Sestos, in afeending the channel, is another harbour, 
near which is feen only a Ample habitation of dervifes, occupied by three 
or four Muffulman monks. This anchorage, one of the beR of the whole 
channel, is little known to moR of the mariners who frequent the Teas of the 
Levant, becaufc they prefer, with reafon, that of Naoara as more 
within reach of Maita and the Dardanelles, where they procure fuch 
provillons as they are in w'ant of. 

Facing ABi'x>os, a fliort league to the fouth-weR of Sestos, is feen'at 
the head of an extenfive and not very deep cove, the village of Maita, 
built on the ruins of AIatydos. Some remains of old malbnry are Rill to be 
found on a hillock, which overlooks the modern town fituated on the fea- 
fhore. At a little diflance from Madytos was formerly Coihos PoJirVi, 
a fmall town which was witnefs of the fca-fight that took place between the 
Athenians and the Lacedaemonians, a fight in which the latter were con¬ 
quered and obliged to give up to their rivals the empire of’ the Helle¬ 
spont.' 

The territory of Maita; although' by no means fertile, furnlflies feme 
fruits, a little corn, fome wine, and, in particular, cotton. MoR of the 
inhabitants are leamen; the others apply- themfclvcs to the culture of the 
lands and to the manuia^ure of faUrclotb, for. whicb they employ the 

cotton- 
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cotton tliat they gather, and a fmall quantity which they purciiafe, either 
at the Dardanelles or at Gallipoli. 

Two leagues from Maita, facing the Dardanelles, at the moll 
narrow part of the channel, is fcen a village by no means confidcrable, 
known by the name of the Second Castle of JSvrope. The citadel 
which (lands below the village, on the fea-lhore, and of which Tournei or t 
has given a drawing, is no better calculated for defending at this day the 
entrance of the channel, than that of Asia: neither the one nor the other 
w'ould not long hold out againfl (hips of the line that might attack them. 
Their monllrous guns, without carrii^es, loaded with bullets of marble or 
granite, of about two feet in diameter, would foon be abandoned by gunners, 
who could neither manage them, nor point them, nor even load them with 
facility. 

This village, (ituated at the foot of a hill rather lofty, affords to the 
inhabitants of the Dardanelles a very agreeable landfcape, embellifhed 
almoll always by the (hips and boats which are incetfantly afeending the 
Hellespont, or making (ail for the Archipelago. 

The inhabitants of this village are lels induArious than thole of Maita: 
the greater part of them are Turks attached to the duty of the citadel, or 
employed in carrying over in boats the perfons who are repairing from the 
one town to the other. It is the Greeks who apply themfolves more parti¬ 
cularly to the culture of the lands. I faw, for the firft time, in their ter¬ 
ritory, hives fliut up in buildings more or lefs fpacious, according to the 
quantity of bees that were there reared. The objefl of this building in 
malbniy, carefully (hut, is to (ecure thofe infedts from the cold during the 
winter, from the heat during the fummer, and at all times from the hand 
of man, far more dangerous than the inclemency of the fcafons. 
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A league from the fecond caRle of Europe, on defcending the Helle¬ 
spont, is perceived on a height another dwelling of dervifes, inhabited by 
a few Turkifh monks, whole funAion confifts in making fignals for the veflels 
and fliips of war which enter the channel, and in di(playing from time to 
time the Ottoman flag. Thence to the firft caftle of Europe, the coaft 
is uncultivated, and prefents nothing remarkable, except a tomb which is 
fuppofed to be that of Hecu «a, placed above the promontory of Cvnoiisema» 
and the remains of an aqueduft, which probably brought the water necef- 
fary for the inhabitants of Hlacuh, a town formerly fltuated at the entrance 
of the Hellespont, on the coaft of Europe. 

On the ruins of Elceus, at this day is feen a Turkifli village, called 
ELBAiiAR-KALEiisi, at the foot of which is built the firft caftle of Europe. 
To the weft of this caftle, is ftill feen the tomb of Protesilaus, king of 
Thessaly, killed by Hector, and a few veftiges of a temple to which 
his devotion to his country’s caufe had entitled him. Protesilaus was the 
firft of the Greek heroes who fet his foot on the coaft of Asia, although the 
oracle had thrice announced, that the man who firft landed on the Trojan 
Ihore, would lofe his life. 

Thence to Critia, a Greek village fituated to the north, up the country, 
may b.e reckoned about two hours’ journey. It is well known, that there 
was a town of the fame name in the Cherfonefus of Thrace, at a little 
difl^C^ from the Ica-fliore, in the lame place, probably, where the modern 
village is built. You arrive there by an uneven ground, and a fniall plain, 
the earth of which is partly whitilh and cretaceous. 

We had no where leen the red partridge fo common as in this plain and 
in the groves of pine which ftand in the environs. The hare is here in equal 
plenty and very well tafted. During the winter, a great many woodcocks 
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are found in the uncultivated, lhaded, and moift vallies. Neither is the 
wild boar fcarce: as the latter does a great deal of injury to culture, aiul is 
particularly fond of grapes, the Greeks hunt it fometimes and kill a great 
number: but the quadruped the moll common in all thefe countries, is the 
jackal, of which I lhall frequently have occafion to (peak. 

In the environs of the Dardanelles, I was one day witnefs of the manner 
in which the Greeks Ihoot partridges, lefs with a view of procuring them- 
felves an excellent article of game, than for the purpofc of diminilhing the 
number of the enemies of their crops. This fport confifts in carrying a gun 
and a fort of banner rolled up, llriped with very lively colours, fomewhat 
limilar to a harlequin’s jacket. As foon as they perceive at a diHance a covey 
of partridges, they unroll the banner, and approach by degrees thofe birds 
till they have got within gun-lhot of them. The fowler thrulls into the 
ground the Half of the banner, and, through an aperture made on purpofe, 
he fires on the partridges, which are lb terrified, that they fquat and fuffer 
themfelvcs to be killed, the one after the other, rather than fiy away. The 
greatell difficulty the fowler experiences, is to perceive them j for that pur¬ 
pofe, he turns round them, conftantly concealed behind the banner, and as 
foon as he perceives one of them, he fires at it, and goes on in the fame 
manner till he has dellroyed the whole covey. This iport is practicable, as 
is feen, only in cultivated plains, and oh lands not much covered with 
herbage and bulhes. 

The portion of land comprifed between the KTellespont and the Gulf 
of Saros, known by the name of the Cherfonefus or peninfula of Thrace, 
is little more than from three to four leagues in its greatcfl breadth: it is 
nearly twenty from the fouthern extremity to the long wall, Macronticuos, 
which leparatea the peninfula firom the continent. At the end of this wall, 
towards the Frofomxis, was the town of the fiune name, on which there 
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aom remain only a few habitations that the hu-bour maintains. Inland, 
ilands the village of IlEXAUiLAt which has preferved the name that was given 
it, on account of the diftance that there is from the one fea to the other. 

The land of this peninlula is uneven, hilly, and not fo good, in general, 
as that of the coaft of Asia. There are, however, a few vallies of the grcatefl 
fertility, and fomc plains tolerably produdtivc. The lands are chalky in fome 
places: the hills and rifing grounds are all calcareous: here are to be found 
fome foflil (hells, to which there are none analogous belonging to the feas of 
Eituope. In the environs of Majta, is feen, at the foot of hills, a foft 
fand-ltone, a pure (and; and in the cove of Sestos is remarked, at up> 
wards of twenty feet above the level of the fea, a tolerably thick bank of 
marine conchylia, the fpecies of which all belong to the Mediterranean. 
Th is bank formerly extended, no doubt, into Asia, for, beyond the hill 
of Ary DOS, the plain affords in a rather large quantity the fame (hells that 
we had feen in this bank *. 

Different French, Italian, and EnglKh merchants, have feveral times at¬ 
tempted to edablifh commercial houfes at the Dardanelles; but they have 
never been able to fucceed in this: they had, undoubtedly, not remarked 
that the merchants of Constantinople, preferving over them the advan¬ 
tage of refiding in the capital, where the confumption is very confiderable, 
were equally within reach of furnilhing the articles of whicli the towns litu 
ated on the Hellespont are in want, and of there making, with no lei’s 
facility than economy, the purchafe of thole which are demanded of them. 
The Jew, Greek, and Armenian traders, through whofe hands it is ncceflary 
to pals in every cafe, are very glad to preferve the connexions whicn rnev 
have with the merchants of ConstantinoPL£, whom they confiiler. 


* Oftrea e/iulis, ch*one,’^*ue»us cancellata^ John vagina^ buednum reticulatum, tcrhithium 
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belides, as better (locked, and better enabled to make the paTments which 
they indicate to them. 

The articles of exportation which the towns fituated on the Hel£.espont 
can furnifli, are: 

Two or three hundred bales of cotton of various qualities. 

Two hundred quintals of coarie (pua cotton. 

A great many coarfc cotton cloths. 

Three or four hundred bales of wool of inferior quality. 

A great quantity of Turkey leather or Morocco, prepared in the Dar- 
PANELLES and at Gallipoli. 

Three or four hundred quintals of galls. 

A more confiderable quantity of velanida. 

Twelve or fifteen thouland hare-lkins. 

Sixty or eighty quintals of wax. 

Very little madder root. 

Maita and the Dardanelles (end a little wine to the capital, and alfo 
fell fome to the captains of the veflels that may chance to anchor in their 
harbour or in the environs. The latter find at all times, at the Darda¬ 
nelles, bifeuit, new bread, poultry, eggs, herbage, different vegetables, 
and other provifions of which they may Rand in need during their voyage. 

At the Dakdaket.i.es is manufactured a vaft deal of coarfc potter’s 
ware, the greatefl part of which is fent to Constantinople. Although 
its quality is very good, and the varnifh adheres well, one is furpriled to fcc 
on it flowers, and other ornaments, which are effaced by time, and are not 
incorporated with the varnilh. 
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The Republic of Venice was formerly the only power that had a conful 
of its nation at the Dardanelles, France, England, Germant, 
Russia, and the other maritime powers, had there only agents of the 
country, Jews or Greeks, who difcliaiged the functions of conful, if not 
with intelligence and probity, at leaft with the greatefl: zeal, by means of 
a barat of drogueman, which placed them under the immediate proteftion 
of an ambaflador, and afforded them the enjoyment of all the privileges 
granted to Europeans, But within thefe few year?, the French govern¬ 
ment has here cftabliflied a vicc-confulatc, hoping that a national agent 
would prote<5l more efficacioufly the vcflcls which are obliged to make a ftay 
here; that he would furnifh, befides, to the fliips of war that ancliorat (he 
White Spots, the afliftance of wiiich they miglii be in want, and that he 
would tranfmit to the ambaflador all the news \vi)Ich his fituation enables 
him to gather. 

Ships of war belonging to the powers in amity wiih the Ottoman Porte, 
enter the channel without obflaclc, and caft anchor at the TVnirr. Spots and* 
off Barber's Point; but they cannot, in any cafe, pafs the fecond caftlcs 
without an exprefs permiflion of the fultan. Merchant-veflels may fland on 
if the wind permit, and proceed diredlly to Con stan ti n or r,;, or to any 
port of the Propontis that they may think proper; but, on their return, 
they are obliged to anchor at Nagara or at the Dardam i lls, in order 
to be there vifited. It is generally the day after their arrival that this vifit 
takes place: its objcdl is, to afeertain whether all the duties have been paid 
at the capital; whether prohibited goods have not been fliipped without 
permiflion; or whether there are noton board runaway flaves or fubjefts, net 
Mufl'ulmans, who would wilh to quit their country. 
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CHAPTER m. 

Excurjton to TtodiS.—De/criplion of that country,—Sketch of its population 
and productions. —Of the oaks which produce the gall-nut and the vela^ 
nida ufcd i?i trade. 

After having vifited, founding as we went, altnoil all the coalls of the 
Hellespont, and having penetrated, in various points, into the interior 
of the country, in order to afeertain its produdlions, we hallened to vilit 
Troas, and caft our eye over places which the genius of the Greeks and 
Romans have rendered fo famous. We embarked at the Darpanelles 
on the loth of Pluviofe (29th of January) on board a Turkilh caique, with 
a northerly wind rather frefh, and in two hours we reached the firft cadle 
of Asia. We immediately caufed our mattrefles and our provifions to be 
carried to the Greek village (ituated on Cape Sigeum, where we hoped to 
be more quiet, and to find greater facility for profecuting our obfervations 
far from the fulpicious looks of the Muflulmans. 

We were very agreeably furprifed in vifiting Troas, with the Iliad in 
one hand, and the map of Citizen Leciievalier in the other, to find 
the greateft exaflnefs in the pidlures which Homer has tranfinitted to us. 
It is true, there is fcarcely any longer to be found a trace of the cities which 
exifted in thefe countries; the inhabitants even have difappeared; but the 
courfe of the SiMo'is and that of the Scamander have not changed: we 
perceive, on the banks of the latter, the marlhcs of which Homer makes 
mention: time has not been able to deftroy the hillocks of earth under which 
repofc the alhes of the heroes whole names have been handed down to 
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us ; the waves of the Tea have not produced any perceptible change on the 
coaft: the lands are ftill fertile, and fufceptible of fupporting a great number 
of inhabitants: forefts of pines and oaks ftill cover Mount Ida, and all the 
mountains which prelent themfelves to the eaft of Troas. 

Some of the learned have been defirous of proving that the war of which 
Homer fpeaks, has not taken place; they add, that Troy has never ex- 
ifted, and that the whole Jliad is a romance. The objedt of our relcarches, 
in travelling over thefe countries, w'as not to know whether we ought to 
confider as a fable, embelliHied with the charms of poetry, or as an hiftorical 
trait confiderably altered, that long and cruel war which all the fovereigns of 
Greece waged againft the Trojans for a princefs carried off from her 
hulband; a terrible war, in which, on both fidcs, a great number of war¬ 
riors and heroes were facrificed: a war in which all the gods of Olympus 
took a very adtive part. The illufiun produced in our mind by the writings 
of the prince of jjoets, was too dear to us to endeavour to deftroy it by 
refledtions perhaps judicious. 

We had fo much pleafure in meafuring the extent of the camp of the 
Greeks, in beholding the place of their debarkation, in following the banks 
of the SiMois and of the Scamander, witnefles of fo many exploits; in 
looking for the hill of fig-trees, the objedl of Andromeca’s inquietude; in 
finding again the traces of Ilion and Pergamus, in contemplating tVofe 
heaps of earth under which repofe the alhes of the Greek and Trojan 
hdoes: we had fo much pleafure, 1 fay, that we ihould, perhaps, at that 
moment have turned a deaf ear to him who might have wilhed to per- 
fuade us that nothing in thefe places affords iotereft and retraces rccolledlions. 

But whatever opinion may be adopted relpedling the war of Troy, and 
the cxiftence of that city, fince the publication of the interefting travels of 
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Citizen Lbchevalier in Troas, and the luminous applications which he 
makes of the paflages of Homer, it is no longer allowable to doubt that 
the author of the Iliad had the mod ezad: knowledge of a country in the 
vicinity of the places which be inhabited, and that he had even travelled 
over it before he traced the plan of his poem; and, in that cafe, Troas 
and the poem prefent to the traveller all the intered of truth. 

The didance from the Dardanelles to the fird cadle of Asia, 
KovM-KALEssif is about four leagues. Thence to Cape Sigeum, on which 
is built VEmTcnER-KEUi, is near half a league: the ground continues rifing 
in this latter fpace, and you meet with two tombs, which are prefumed 
to be thofe of Achilles and Patroclus. The town, -fituated behind the 
cadle, on the left bank of the SiMo'is, on a fandy foil perfedtly level, is not 
near fo extenfive or fo populous as the Dardanelles. Neither is the air 
fiiere fo wholelbme, on account of the marlhcs which are on the oppofite 
bank of the river, and whofe putrid exhalations, in fumraer, are carried 
over the town by the north north-cad wind, which blows uninterruptedly 
during that feafon. Thofe which arc feen in the plain, to the fouth of the 
town, alfo contribute to occafion intermittent fevers, and remitting putrid 
ones, towards the end of the dimmer, when the wind returns to the fouth. 
The former, anciently known by the name of J^alvs-stoma, or S'toma- 
ejmne", are fupplied by the waters of the fea; the latter are produced by 
the waters of the Scamander, which fpread over the low lands that 
furround it. 

Beyond the fird-mentioned mardies lies a little cove, which. is thought 
to be the harbour where the Greeks who came to the dege of Troy landed: 
the Turks call it KARAMUKLmANi, 
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The TnyMBtiTUs takes its fource to the north north-weft of Mount Tpa, 
traverfes a fertile plain, altnoft entirely cultivated, and difeharges itfelf into 
the SiMo'is, at a little diftance from thefea. If youafeend this river, whole 
diredlion is from eaft to weft, after an hour’s progrefs, you find, at fome 
diftance from the left bank, the l]iot which Constantine had firft chofen 
for making the capital of the empire of the East. If you ftill proceed for 
another long half hour, you fee, on the riglit bank, a little village called 
Ha LF. Li-KEUif and quite dole to- it, towards the north-eaft, the ruins of a 
temple, which is fuppofed to have been that of Apollo Thymbrocus. 
At a Ihort league further on, ftill following the rivulet, you find TmTMRREK- 
KF.ui, a village built probably on the ruins of Thyubka^ a town fituated 
formerly at a little diftance from Dardanus, of which it was a dependency. 

It was in the plain of Thymbra, in the environs of the temple of Apollo, 
that Achilles, according to fome authors, was ftruck by the fatal arrow 
which Paris let fly at him: Apollo himfelf, by their account, had di- 
refted the arrow, in order to avenge the death of Hector, and that of 
a great number of Trojans, who had likewife periflied by the hand of 
Achilles. 

We leave to antiquaries to tell us whether the town and the plain had 
received their name from favory, an odoriferous plant, called thymbra by the 
Greeks, or whether that name was given to it by Dardanus, the founder 
of the town in honour of Thyubrjos his friend: we fliall only fay that 
favory grows in abundance in this plain and on all the rifing grounds in the 
neighbourhood. 

On quitting this village, we directed our route to the fouth, leaving on 
the left the firft chain of Mount Ida. After two hours* journey on foot 
over an uneven, hilly foil, alraoft entirely uncultivated, w’e arrived at another 
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village called Ai.cii-ktah : the SiMois flows a quarter of a league farther. 
We met with fcveral flocks of broad- tailed fhcep; we inquired of the 
fliephcrds, whether there were not on the neighbouring mountains ferocious 
animals, fuch as hya;nas, ounces, wolves, and jackals, which came to attack 
their flocks and carry off fomc Iheep: they anfwercd us, that this happened 
to them very feldom, becaufe they kept a good watch. We learnt that there 
were on thefe mountains bears, wild boars, and jackals; but we never could 
make ourfelvcs undertlood when we talked of the hyrena and the ounce, 
which, in the fequel, we found common in Syria, in Egypt, and in 
Persia. It alfo appeared to us that there were very few wolves in thefe 
countries, but a great many jackals, which are known to be an animal by 
no means ferocious, and fcarccly flronger than the fox: jackals are dangerous 
to fheep and goats, only on account of their going in very numerous packs. 

In the middle of the fpring, when the plain begins to be ftripped of its 
verdure by the action of a burning fun, the fhepherds of thele countries, as 
well as thofe of the fouth of France and of Spain, go and leek in the 
vallies, and on the mountains up the country, paftures which the coolncls 
and moifture there maintain in that feafon. They do not return to the 
vicinity of the fea till the firft rains of autumn have revived vegetation, 
which drought had relaxed or fufpended. 

The SiMoi’s takes its fburce to the fbuth-weft of Cotyltts : it flows 
nearly to the weft, traverfe^ a Ipace of from twelve to fifteen leagues, receives 
the Andrius above Ine'keui, and feveral other rivulets, and drfchaiges 
itfelf into the Hellespont, half a league to the north north>eaft of Cape 
SiGEUM. That ftream is not fufficiently confiderable to dclerve the name 
of river; it is rather a torrent fwelled by the rains, at the end of the autumn, 
in winter, and in the Ipring, or by the fudden melting of the fnow which 
falls fometimes in Nivofe and in Pluviofc, on Mount Ida and Cotylds. 
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Its bed is tolerably wide; but its waters arc feldom abundant, and in 
fumtner it is almoft dry, fince a pacha has turned afide the ftream of the 
ScAMANDER, and poured its waters into the JEgean Ska. 

The ScAMANDER takes its rife at the extremity of the plain of Taov, 
from five or fix fprings, one of which is remarkable for its waters fomewhat 
lukewarm. After having traverfed a fpacc of fix or feven miles, it dif- 
charges itfelf into the SrMo'is, a league from the fea. Confined in its bed, 
it experiences no perceptible variation; its banks are enamelled with flowers 
in almoft all fbafons; and, in fevcral places, the lands arc fo low, and the 
waters fill its bed in fuch a manner, that they Ipread thcmfelves, and form 
feveral marflies, producing reeds, ruflies, and various aquatic plants. In 
the rainy feafon, the Scamandeh is left confiderable than the SiMois; but 
it has over it the advantage of always having nearly the fame quantity 
of water, and of carrying fertility into the plain that it traverfes. 

We here preferve to the SiMoi's its name as far as the fea, though almofl 
all the ancients ceafed to give it that name on its junftion with the 
Scamandek; but, independently of the SiMo’is having a larger bed, and 
a flream more extenfive than the other; independently of its receiving in 
winter the waters of all the mountains fituated to the eaft of Troas, the 
ScAMANDER at this day has taken another courfe. Under the reign of 
Abdue-Hamid, Hassa.v, captain-pacha, wifhing to conftruft feversd 
mills, and to water the lands which he pofTefled towards the Cape of Trov, 
caufed a canal to be dug to the weflward of the little village of Erkessi- 
KEui, and poured into it the waters of the Scamander: from that time 
they have flowed into the .^Egean Sea, nearly half a league to the fouth of 
the Cape of Trov. 
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The coaft is low and marfliy at the new mouth of the Scamandeo : it 
rifes imperceptibly from the Cape of Tuov to the village of YENi-KEuii 
and thence to Cape Sigeum it is ftcep. You walk over an elevated lawn> 
whence the eye meafures without obftacle the whole extent of the plain: 
you perceive at the extremity the rifing ground on which flood ancient 
Troy: beyond. Mount Ida prefents itfelf in the form of an amphitheatre, 
and compoles a picture of the greateft. beauty. To the north is feen the 
Hellesi'ont and the Cherfonefus of TauACE; to the weft, the jEceav 
Sea, and fome of its iflands. Tenedos is to be remarked from its pyra¬ 
midal mountain, its riGng grounds, and its plains covered with vine-plotsv 
The little ifland, called IIabbit Island, has never fixed the attention of 
geographers and hiftorians. You diftinguilh imperfedlly the volcanic Ifiand 
ofLEMHOS, in which, according to fable, Vu ecan had eflablilhcd his forges. 
To the north-weft, the lofty ifiands of Imbkos and of Samottiuace appeared 
to form but one, or even to be confounded with the continent. 

Yemitcher-keui*, built on the ruins of Sigeum, ftill prefents a few 
veftiges of the ancient town. The curious go thither to admire a block of 
marble eight or nine feet long, placed by the fide of the door of a church; 
it bears a Greek infeription, almoft entirely ef^ced, the words of which 
follow each other without interruption, that is, that the firft line runs, as 
among us, from left to liglit, and the fecond runs back from right to left, and 
fo on to the end. 

On the other fide of the door is lecn a bas relief in marble, tolerably well 
wrought: it reprefents a woman feated, to whom other women appear to 

* Ybnitchbii-keui, village of the janizaries: it is at this day called DjaOor-xevi; 
village of the infidels, fince it is no longer occupied but by Greeks. 
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offer children in fwaddling-clothes: behind thefe is feen another woman, 
holding a box in one hand, and a vafe in the other. M. de Choiseue, 
ambaffador at Constantinople, wifhing to have thefe two pieces of marble 
carried off, applied to the Porie, and obtained permiflion for that purpole; 
but not having been able to remove the obftacles thrown in his way by the 
inhabitants, he contented himfelf with caufing imprelHons to be taken of the 
latter. 

To the north of the village, arc ten or twelve windmills, which ferve as a. 
land-mark to mariners: half a league to the fouth, they alfo remark the. 
tomb of Anti LOCH i .s, fituated on the elevated lawn of which I have already 
ipoken. Anth.ociii'S, fon of the wife Nestor, periflicd at the fiege of 
Tuov, in wifhing to parry the blow that Mem non was ftriking at his lather. 
A league more to the fouth, you find, towards the Cape of Titov, the 
tomb of Penelels, one of the chiefs of the Tltcbans*; that of jEsietes 
is a league from the fea, to the eafl of the new mouth of the Scamandek. 
It is from die elevated top of this tomb that Polit£S, fon of Priam, 
trufling to the lightnefs of his heels, came to obferve the movements of 
the Greeks, and watch the moment when they ftiould advance, towards 
Troy. From this tomb to the city is not quite two leagues: thence it is 
about three to the fliores of the Helxespont, where the Greeks were en¬ 
camped. 

Wifliing to afeend the Scamander to its very fources, wc.got entangled 
fcveral times in marQies, whence we hadfome difliculty to extricate ourlelves: 


• Nothiag proves that it k the tomb of Pekeleus. This opinion, hazarded by 
Chandler, has been adopted by Lechlv al&br. Pen^ leus, according to iome others, ua^ 
killed by Euripeleb, grandron of Priam, who had brought fu>.cu>*r to Troy in the tenth 
year of the hege, but it appears that his d^ath was poEerior iw tnat of Achilles, for no 
mention is made of it in Homer. 
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we were obliged to recede from the river, and take the road that leads to 
Botnar-BACH I. We had a quarter of a league to the right, the little 
village of Boskeui. When we were at the extremity of the plain, we faw 
the firft fource of the Scamander iflue below the road; the E ni n t'os, 
or the hill of wild fig-trees, was on the other fide; we thought, at firft fight, 
that we perceived remains of an ancient piece of mafonry, which extended 
over the hill, but we foon got the better of our miftake; what we had at firft 
taken for mafonry, was nothing more than the rock itfelf, formed of a fort 
of calcareous alTemblage of flints, united by a ftony cement, rcddifti, and 
very fubftantial. 

On following the road, we faw fcveral other Iprings, more or lefs copjous. 
We more particularly fought for that fpoken of by Homer, whofe waters are 
fhot and fmoking in winter: it is the neareft to the village: it has preferved 
a bafin formed by fome blocks of granite and marble : we plunged our hands 
into it in Floreal, year VI, when, returning from France with Citizens 
Ferhegeau, Pampeeone, and other Frenchmen, we wifhed to vifit once 
more this interefting country. The waters appeared to us only a little luke¬ 
warm; but, in winter, we had found them fuch as Hojter deferibes them. 
They are very limpid, have fcarcely any flavour, and form no apparent 
fediment. After having watered fome gardens, and traverfed a miry foil, 
where grow willows, elms, rulhes, and reeds, all thefc fprings unite in one 
common bed, the breadth of which is twelve, fifteen, or twenty feet by two 
or three in depth. This is the famous Scamander of which I have already 
made mention. 

Bounar-bachi is fituated to the north-eaft of the luke-warm fpring, on 
a ground gently Hoping: the population of this village does not amount to 
two hundred fouls, notwithftanding the fertility of its foil, the abundance 
its paftures, and its advantageous polition. We halftened to afeend the 
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hill where, it is to be prefumed, according to Homeh, that ancient Troy 
was built; we had already reached two tombs, fituated on a ftony foil, at 
the extremity of the rifing ground, without difeovering as yet any trace of 
an ancient city: we advanced on an elevated fpot, almoft perpendicular, 
at the foot of which meanders the SiMoi's. We had, before us, at a little 
diflance, the firft chains of Mount Ida ; we beheld at our feet the SiMo'is, 
flowing between calcareous hills, in a narrow fertile valley: to the north, we 
perceived the Hellespont as far as Cape Sioeum: to the weft, wc diC- 
covered all the plainj wc followed the courfe of the two rivers; we diftin* 
guifiled the tombs of jEsietes and Antilochus; wc were, in a word, 
on the ground of the citadel and of Phiam’s palace, and we ftill looking 
for the lite of Troy. After an cxa(ft fearch, we difeovered a few almoft: 
imperceptible fragments of potter’s-ware, and fome remains of mafonry; yet 
it muft be confefled that, but for the Iliad, one would not fulpeft that this 
is the place where exifted that famous city, which for ten years fuftained the 
united efforts of all the fovereigns of Greece. 

Citizen Leciievalieu thinks, that it occupies all the fpace comprifed 
between Bounar-ba'chi and the precipice, at the foot of which the SiMois 
lhapes its meandring couric: he places the citadel on the edge of this pre¬ 
cipice, and the Scean, or weft gates, at the village itfelf; he defignates the 
uncultivated hill that lies to the fouth-weft, on which are ftill feen the wild 
fig-tree and almond-tree, as well as the Erimeos or hill of fig-trees, and his 
proofs are inconteftable, if the Scamander had its fources at the foot of the 
town, if Troy were built on the Simois, if, from its pofition, as much as 
from the valour of its warriors, it may have been able to refift for ten 
years a formidable army. 

Half a league to the Ibuth is feen a mountain covered with wood, which 
the Turks call Csra-d4Ag: beyond this mountain ftands Ine'keu j, a fmall 

village 
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the cupj the latter is fcffilc, in a flight degree downy, and furniflied with 
fcales not very apparent 

The galnut o.) Is hard, ligneous, and heavy: it comes at the (hoots 

of the young boughs, and acquires from four to twelve lines in diameter. It 
is generally round and covered with tubcrofities, I'ome of which are pointed. 

This galnut is much more efteemed w'hen it is gathered before its ma¬ 
turity, that is, before the ifTuing of the infeft by which it is produced. 
The galls which are pierced or thofc from which the infedt has efcaped, are 
of a brighter colour: they are not fo heavy nor fo proper as the others for 
dyeing. 

The Orientals take care to gather the galls at the prccife time that expe¬ 
rience has proved to be the mofl; favourable to them: it is that in which 
this excrel’cence has acquired its full fizc and its full weight. Were they to 
delay gathering it, the larva which lives in the infide would there undergo 
its metamorphofis, wouW pierce it, and appear under the form of a little 
winged infedl. The gall-nut thenceforth no longer deriving from the tree 
the juices neceflary for the growth of the infc< 5 l, would dry up, and lolc 
part of the qualities which render it fit for dyeing. 

The agas take care that, towards the middle of Meflidor, the cultivators 
vifit the hills and mountains that arc covered with oaks. It is their intcrefl 
that the galls (hould be of a good quality, becaufe they levy a duty on them. 
The firft galls picked up are laid apart: they arc known in the East under 
the name of ycrli^ and diftinguiflied in trade by the terms of black galls 

* Quercus infe^loria Jhliis ovato-ohlongti\ fniiiato-dcntatis^ glahirrimis, ^ec'tdius y fru£lihus 
/cjffilikus, longij/tmis^ 

and 
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and green galls. Thofe which have efcaped the firfl: fcarchcs, and which 
are gathered a little later, called ie>hifc gallsy are of a verj^ inferior quality. 

The galls of the environs of Mossoi:!. and of Tocat, and in general 
thofe which come from the caftern part of TruiCEV, are Icfs efteemed 
than thofe of the environs of Aj.kppo, Smyrna, Macm.&ia, Kaua- 
iTis.sAH, DiARiiLKiK, and of all the interior of Natotia. The former 
are fold at Smyrn a and at two or three piaftres Icfs per quintal 

than the others. 

The inhabitants alniofl every where neglect to pick up the acorns; Ihc}?" 
ferve as food for the wild boars and goats : the latter contribute greatly 
to render the oak fmall and duntcil, by devouring, with its fruit, a part of 
its foliage and of its young boughs. 

Tlic diplolci)is wliirli produces thefe galls c. c.) has a body of a 

fawn colour, with the antennie dark, and the upper part of the abdomen 
of a Alining brown. It is fometimes found under its latter form in the infide 
of the galls which arc not yet pierced*. 

On the fame oak are fecn a great number of other galls which the inhabit' 
tants neglect to gather, becaufc they arc not fit for dyeing. That which 
we have drawn is remarkable from its fizc. It is fpongy, very light, of a 
brown red, covered with a refmous coat, and furniOied with a circular row of 
tubercles placed nearly towards the mofl inAated part. It differs, as is 
(een, from that of the taujin oak, and the infect which produces it differs 
from it alfo. This is a diplolepis whofe body is of a brown and fawn colour 
mixed. The antennae and the feet are blackiAi-(-. 


^Diplolepis galliC tinSiiriee, Encyclop. mfe£l. vol. vi. page 281. 

1* Diplolepis galLe rcBnofse, brunneo tefiaceoque Darius^ antennispedihu/fue fufeis. 
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The modern Greeks name vclani^ , and botanlfts gucrnis JE^ilopS'^^ thcr 
oak which furnllljcs llic vcUinhla^,. It grows on the weflern coaft of Na- 
TOLiA, in the iilands of the Ani im:i A( <), in ihofc of ConKu and of 
Cj:riiAi.oNiA, and througliout all Gki i.or. it does not rile to the height 
of our oak^ its wood is nol fo cilcemed, and is fcarccly employed 

but in cabinet-work. Its leaves are of a bright green; they are a little 
tomentofc on tlicir under fide; their form is an oblong oval w-ith fliarp 
teeth on their edges, terminated in a fetaccous point. The acorn is big, 
fhort, and a little liollow at its toj). The cup is fclTile, yevy broad, and 
clofely befet with long oblong fcales (^Platl XIII,) 

It is this cup which the Orientals, the Italians, and the Englidi cnijdoy 
as well as the gall-nut, in dyeing. The French merchants have them font 
fometimes to Marskillks, only for the }un[')ol'e of forwarding them to 
Genoa and Legiioiin. Our dyers have hitheno neglected to make ufe 
of this fubftance. 

Troas affords few vines, though the rifing grounds and liills are very fit 
for that culture; but the inhabitants arc not there accuftomed to make 
wine. The grapes arc employed in making a confedion, called ptiincs in 

• From acornw* 

•f- ^ercus orient alts capane/T folios glande recondita in cvpula crqffa ef fquamofa, Tournefort, 
COroll. 40. Voyage au Levanty vol. i. page 334. 

Pococke’s Travels, vol. ii. tab. 86. 

Chine a groffes cupuUs. Lamarr, Ency^clop. Bolanique, vol. i. page 719.— Ang. The great 
prickly-cupped oak tree. 

t '' Native of the Levant, whence the acorns arc a)mually brought to Europe for 
** dyeing; they arc called /aw/, and the tree velamda, by the Greeks.** Thus fays Martyn 
( in his new edition of Miller’s GardLner’s and Botanifl’s Dicil ionary, article qucrc y ) ; but, 
highly as we refpedl his authority, we prefer following our Author, whofe information muil, 
wnqucHiouably, have been derived from the natives themfelves— 


Turkifli, 
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Turkllh, of which the Orientals make a very great conliimption during the 
whole year: they nut it into ragouts; they employ it, in lieu of fugar and 
honey, in mofi of their choice diihcs ; in fhort they make of it, with lefamum 
reduced to paflc, a fort of or almoiid-likc cake, which would not be 

dcfpilbd in Eluoim:. I faw a great deal of it at Co vstantinoplj , at 
the Dar J)A\i.M.i-s, and in ;noll of the towns of Tt kki:\ . The procefs 
confills in mixing ihofe two fubflanccs in boilers cx])o{cd to a moderate fire, 
and in llirring it about without interruption, with a large wooden fpatula, 
till the mixture be lufFicienlly thickened. Jt is poured on large flabs of 
marble (jr fliecis oi coj’Jper, and by its cooling, arc obtained cakes wliich are 
made an inch and a half In thicknefs. This nogat is fold retail, at live or 
Gx fous a pound. 

During the v»inter, tliere arc on the marflics and the rivers of Tuoas, a 
jirodigiou^) nunibLr (IiK k‘r, herons, ihipcs, plovers, and other aquatic birds. 
VvT there faw a great many wiltl fwans, fcoters, and wat#-Jicns. Gulf; and 
fca-i\vallo vs keep more commonly in tlie cliannel. In Floreal, wc made a 
tolerablv good collection of plant^^ and iiifecls : wc were furprifed at the 
quantity of fnakes ti.at we met with. As the grafs was high and tufted, 
we w^alked with fime ]>recaiition, fearing that thefe reptiles might be veno¬ 
mous. It was pnUxibly the Icafon of their loves, for ihe}'^ were almofl al- 
wav: *wo by two. Nctv\ ithflanding their fize, tlieir hifiing, and tlicir 
fparkling eyes, they were not of the race of thofe of wliich fable reminds us. 
Thcfc fled at our approach, and appeared by no means clil’poied to dart at 
us, and make us undergo the fate of Laocoon and his fons. 


CHAPTER 
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C H A P T E R IV. 

Ajt ficcoiinl of Alcxandria-Troas and its environs.—Arrival at Tenodv’...— 
Tfefcription of that if and.—Its jnodticlions.—Matuicrs of its // /lahit.mts. 

Ir the city of Trov no longer affords traces of its exiflcnce ; if the jjaliKc 
of Priam, the citadel, the temples, and the walls of t!ie city Iiavc bceji 
deftroyed to its very foundations ; if the ruins of a confidcrahle city have 
been able to dilappear totally, that which, ievcral ages after, was intended 
to fupply its place, although deftroyed itfclf, dill prefents at tliis dav t!ic 
marks of its ancient fplcndour. An opinion may be formed of extent 
from its walls, an|J^ of its magnificence from the remains of its monuments r 
the prodigious quantity of fragments of pillars, capitals, and c(jrnices, that 
are feen feattered about, attell the luxury and riches of its inhabitants. 

Six leagues to the fouth of Cape SitiKUAi, arc found the ruins of the 
city which Alex an or r ordered to be eredled in memory of that of Trov, 
which had long coaled to cxifl. Anticonus, one of his lieutenants, to 
whofc lot Asia Minor fell after his death, laid the foundations of it, at 
the lame time that he rebu'lt S.ma^rna, and brought back thither the inha¬ 
bitants difperfed by the Lydians. Anticon u.s gave his name to the city 
which he founded; but Lysimai iii s, who poffeffed it afterwards, reftored 
to it the name of the conqueror who had hrft drawn the plan of it. He 
embellifhed it, and gave it greater extent. Having paffed under the 
domination of the Romans, it became, under Aucustus, one of the liand- 
fomeft cities of the East. Under Adrian, Hlrodls Atticus, governor 

of 
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of the free towns of Asia, conftrudled a fuperb aquedudl, a few traces of 
which are flill to be teen. It is probable that it W'as a part of the waters of 
the ScAMAN'Di-R which he had brought thither; for no others exifl in the 
environs, which arc lufficiently abundant to fupply the wants of a great city. 

1 fliall not undertake to deferibe the remains of the monuments that 
AI i xandria-Troas prefenls at the prefent day: on this fubjefl, the 
reader may confult the travellers who have preceded me, fuch as PococKr> 
WiiDi-i.i.R, CiiANDi,i.R, Lj c JiE VA 1.1 liR, and otliers. 

The walls of the city, thofe of the houfes, of the temples, and of the 
other monuments, were built of a rather hard fhelly ftonc. The marble of 
1’ar(.s and that of M\riiora are there pretty common, as well as various 
forts of granite. Near the harbour arc Rill to be feen two large marble 
pillars whicli tiic Ti kks vviHicd to thip there: they arc the remains of 
thofe which the Ibitans have fucceflively carried off in order to conRruft 
the greater part of the mofqucs of Con’stanti j\oi’j.i; j one of them was 
broken in the conveyance. 

To the fouth of tiic city is a fmall rivulet of little importance, and to the 
fouth-caR, near this riMii.t, two linings of warm mineral waters, of wliich 
the Turks and tlic Greeks m;iLe ufc without knowing their nature and almoR 
always without fuccefs. They are fcCii to come in crowds, in the Ipring, 
from Tknj’.dos and from Tc.oas, in order to be purged and to bathe, the 
one with a view of preventing future complaints; the other, in order to 
cure fomc ferious diforder, or to obti.in only fome relief in their inlirmities, 
Thelc waters are more particularly rocommcncLd fur dilbrders of the Ikin, 
the leprof), and J’lfphilis. 
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The i-.’.'Hoi.ir l-ir. very little extent; it is almofl; choked np; and its cn- 
ivancc is obfiisufed by the rands wliich the ftream of llic waters of tin: Hi.r- 
LJ.si'otrr anel the movement of the waves of the fea infcnfibly brin<^ on the 
•coall of Tiions. This harbour would not at this day foificc for the marilina: 
commerce of a town at all confiderable, ftuated in fuch a manner a; !■> 
f.rvr as a fi.iple for the neighbouring countries; but at a time wlicn tins 
commerce was limited, when mcrchant-vefli ls were fcarccly as capacious as 
our large boats, when they were inceflantly in aftivity in a climate wheic 
navigation is never fufpended nor relaxed, it may he conceived that a fmai! 
number oi vcfl'els might fufficc for the exportation of the furjdus of a counli j - 
town, and bring back from the neighbouring count:ies all the couimudiliii. 
ilut the wants or the luxury of its inhabitants demanded. 

This harbour formed a fort of lemi-circular bafin, I'eparatcd from '.lie fea 
by a jetty : it is flieltercd from the north and north-weft winds by Cajic 
Touzelik and by a range of rocks fituated befidc its entrance. 

Hiftory makes no mention of the epoch in which this city was deftroyed; 
it already no longer cxifted when the Turks came to eftablifli thcmfelves 
in this country; for, according to Leunceavius, before Soliman, fon of 
OuKUAN, went into the Cherfonefus of Thrace and came to bcficgc Gal- 
iiPOLi, he walked for a long time over the fite of Troy, contemplating 
with admiration the walls partly crumbled away of that great city, the 
ruins of its immenfe edifices, and that prodigious quantity of marbles and 
granites which were there heaped up. 

The environs of Alexandria-Troas prefent a fertile foil, forming a 
plain, on which the velani oik grows in abundance, and without culture. 

This 
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Tills plain is fcparat'jU Iroiii that ot Tk.o\ b}’ a lew hills more or JlIs ele¬ 
vated. A iiivnintain which makes a continuation of tliufc of Ida, prefents 
itfclf two or three leagues tolhccafi, and extends towards the fouth: thence 
to C'lpc DiuAy the ground ajvpcars uneven, more or Icfs fertile, towards 
tlic fea ; mounlainous atul vvcK)dccl lip the rountry. But before we direft 
our route to (lie louth, let us crofs to I'l xi.i:os, and call aii eye on wh; t 
it afibrds moll curious and moll intereliir'g. 

On the i6th of Pluviolc ^ 4 tli of FehrnaryJ we lett At,kxaT aov 
i 1 a ticklilh caVquc which we had font for from the tirll catllc of Asia ; 
and as the weather was very fine and the temperature of the air very iniJd, 
we were extremely glad to follow tiic coaiL as far as KocM-noi iuvo or SanJjj 
i'itpCy and to land fri^m lime to time. We found nothing remarkable 
iliroughout all this Ipaec : we looked in vain lor fome vcRiges ot ancient 
I hies, fome traces of which geograj^hers place towards that cape ; 

nothing offered Itfelf to our eyes. The coafl is low^ and fandy; the plain is 
fertile, almoh uncultivated, and crofled by a rivulet called SvDi.v-soiU 
fwellcd fometiines in w inter by the rain w'atcrs: this rivulet grows wider at 
its mouth, and there forms a few marflics. I am ignorant of the name 
that it bore in antiquity. We fet out in the afternoon from the pitch of the 
cape, and, by rowing, we arrived early at the harbour of Ti::Ni':nos. 

The diflance from that ifland to the neareff coaft is no more than a league 
and a half*: it is reckoned about five from the town to the entrance of 
the Hellespont. The harbour is fmall, and can receive only merchant* 
vcffels: it is formed by a jetty even with the water’s edge, and a tongue 
of land on which is conffruded the citadel that defends the entrance, and 


• Strabo fixes the diflance from Tbnedos, to the neareft coaft, at eleven ftada, or one 
thoufand three hundred and fevctity-ftve paces. We think it nearly three thouftind toifc«. 
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can at moft fecure it againft being furprifed by a privateer. The town is' 
built in the form of a femi circle, in a valley, and on the declivity of two 
hills; its population is from five to fix thoufand fouls, to judge of it from 
its extent, and from the number of pcrlbns who pay the karatch. 

At Tenedos are reckoned as many Turks as Greeks, almofi: all occupied 
in ihe culture of the lands: few among them are mariners. The greater 
part of the former are attached to the duty of the citadel. 

There is a walwode or governor, an aga commandant of the citadel, 
under the orders of the waiwode, and a cadi or judge. The janizaries of 
the town, to the number of two or three hundred, are obliged to defend 
the place in cafe of attack, and to perform a daily duty, from which they 
have long fince exempted themfelves. In the citadel are flill feen a few 
Venetian guns without carriages, which feem to be there only for the purpofe 
of recalling to mind that this illand belonged to that trading nation before 
the arrival of the Turks in thefe countries 

This ifland, fcantily peopled and ill defended, palfed betimes under the 
Ottoman domination. During the minority of Mahomet IV. the Venetians 
retook it after the complete defeat of the Turkilb fleet in the ftrait by Ad¬ 
miral Mocenigo, in i6s6; but, the following year, the admiral having been 
killed in a fecond engagement, the Venetian fleet retired, and this illand 
again fell into the power of the Turks,, who have preferved it without 
interruption till the prefent day. 

The town is commanded by a pyramidal mountain of fmall elevation, 
which appears to have been formed by the a<5tion of a volcano, the traces 
of which are difcoverablc on all the ground that extends thence to the fea 

in 
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in the north part. In the environs is found a granite remarkable from pieces 
more or Icfs large of fclfpar cryftallizcd. 

On going out of the town and diredting your route towards the well, 
you leave this mountain to the right, and enter into a fandy plain far from 
fertile, and almoft entirely covered with vines. The hills, in general, arc 
naked, dry, and little fufceptible of culture. Thofe which are difeovered 
to the fouth of the town are calcareous; the rock is more or lefs chalky 
and loaded with fea ftiells. We remarked few fruit-trees: neither are the 
Alkpi’O pine and the vclani oak here in greater plenty. We killed a 
few rabbits on the hills ; but this kind of game is fcarce; the red partridge 
and the hare arc met with more frequently. As for the woodcock and 
the quail, they prefer, as we were informed, refling themfclves, during their 
paflage, on Tuoas or in the other iflands of the Auchii'icj.auo. 

Tevkdos produces little corn, little fruit, and little herbage; very little 
cotton and fefamum are there gathered. The vine is the only article of 
wealth of this country, and its culture the principal occupation of the 
inhabitants: it delights in the light, fandy, and deep lands of the plaini 
it thrives extremely well too towards the foot of the hills, and in all the 
places fufceptible of culture. The vines are planted at an equal diflance 
from each other, and more or left fpacc is left between them, according 
to the goodnefs of the foil. Two dreflings are regularly given, the one in 
winter, the other in fpring : the vine is trimmed before the end of the 
winter, as in our four hern departments, and the vintage begins in the firft 
days of Fruiflidor: but at that period the grape is already fo ripe, fo fweet, 
and fo faccharine, that fermentation would take place too flowly, were not a 
certain quantity of water added. The inhabitants are accuflomcd to put in 
a fourth part at the moment when the grape is received into the vat. With 
this method, vicious as it i.-', they obtain a fpirituous wine of a tolerably 

H 2 good 
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good quality. ^Vo drank fomc at the houfcs of a few rich private pcrfbns, 
which wc (hould liavc take:, for excellent Bul’HU£AVX wine, if we had not 
been appvifcd: true it is that it was made with more care than that intentied 
for trade, and that it had received but a hxth part of water: belides, it 
was old and kept in bottle. We alfo drank, at a Greek bilhoji’s, feme 
excellent mufcadcl wine red and white, which was by no means inferior to 
the beft Frontignac. No water is j)ut to the latter: the grape is ftoned j 
it is^ prefled, and fqueezed as expeditioully as poflible, and it is left to 
ferment without the lees for ibme time. About the middle of the winter, 
it is put into calks or jars: it is then poured off' a fccond time, and kept 
in earthen pots, varnilhed, which are carefully corked. 

The manner of making mufcadcl wine inclines us to think that it is 
rather with a view of obtaining a greater quantity of wine, than with that 
of haflening and promoting fermentation, that water is added to tlie ex- 
prefled juice of the grape. Avidity induces the greater part of the inhabi¬ 
tants to exceed the proportions i they fometimes add too great a quantity 
of water j which caules their wine to turn four before they have found an 
opportunity of felling it. 

This liquor pays to the imperial treafury at tlie rate of two parats the 
okc, which duty is levied on the vender. The farmer of this tax proceeds, 
immediately after the vintt^e, to the houles and flore-houies of private 
perfons, in order to make an ellimate of the wine that they have, and flx 
the quantity which they are to drink, and which tliey may fell. He caules 
himfelf to be paid in proportion to tbe lale, according to the ellimate 
that has been made, and fometimes he takes the liberty of requiring it in 
advance, being almoll always certain in this matter of being fupported by 
a waiwode and a cadi as unjuil as himfelf.. 


There 
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There arc annually exported from Tr.xEDos upwards of fix hundred 
thoufand okes of wine, which produce to the farmer more than 30,000 
piaftres. This wine paffes to Constantinopi.£, to Smvrna, and into 
Russia. It is preferred to the wine of Rodosto and to that of the Ifland 
of 7 'jiassos, fituated near the continent, to the north-weft of Tknedos. 
There is alfo exported a fniall quantity of brandy, which pays four parats 
per oke duty. 

Although the Turks potTefis vineyards, 5’et they do not allow' themfelves 
to make wine: they are equally prohibited from it by the law of the State 
and the religion of the Prophet. They leil their grapes to Greek traders, 
after having taken out what they wifli to keep for their winter^ftock, and 
put apart what they intend to make into confe£lion. \ 

The climate of Tj;:nf,j)OS is ftill more temperate than that of the Dah- 
DAXELi.is: the cold is never fliarply felt there; it fcldom freezes, and 
the fummer heats are tempered by the north north-eaft wind, which blows 
regularly during the day. The houfcs have terraces or flat roofs inflcad of 
ridged ones; and. although the greater part of them are conflruCled with 
mafonry, there is not to be renurked in them the elegance and folidity of 
thofe of Scjo and of the iflands at all confiderable of the Archipelago, 
which have belonged to the Genoefe and the Venetians. 

At Tenedos, the Greeks have not that gaiety which they are feen to 
poflefs in the other iflands: filent and melancholy in the itreets, they 
fcarcely dare take a little recreation in their own houfes: they avoid noify 
pltafures which would infallibly draw on them the attention of the Turks, 
and awaken all their cupidity; but when they can without danger, they 
give themfelves up to a fort of extravagant joy and delirium. The coafl of 
3 Trov 
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Tkot is frequently the theatre of their orgies or the field of their pkafurcs; 
thither they repair on the occafion of a wedding or of a fefiival, and 
there, under the plane-tree or the oak, they pafs the whole day in dancing, 
finging, eating, and drinking. 

The Greek, under whofe roof we lodged, thought, in his capacity of 
agent of the Republic, that he might, before our departure, give at his 
houfe an entertainment, to which he invited the principal inhabitants of the 
town. A great number of women of all ages alfo came thither. Wine was 
not fpared: the muficians were numerous: tlie dancing, at firft grave, flow, 
and in meafure, was afterwards lb quick, and fo tumultuous among the men, 
that the floor partly gave way; but as no one was hurt, it continued not 
the let's, on that account, in another room, and was prolonged to a late hour 
of the night. Bacchanalian fongs fucceeded amorous ditties, and tinging gave 
place to bawling when the party had emptied a great number of flatks. 

However, the women though gay, departed not from their ufual referve: 
there reigned among them the greateft decorum : their dancing was always 
grave; their fongs continued to be foft and agreeable: they mixed not with 
the men, and neither participated in their ebriety nor in their delirium. 
Almotl all the young ones were handfome; fome among them flruck us by 
their beauty; they might well be compared, from their features and their 
ftiape, to the moft beautiful models that antiquity has tranfmitted to us. 

We Ihould have been glad to diredl our flops to the Iflands of Lkmnos, 
Imuros, and S.\mothrace; we could have wilhed to examine, in the firfl, 
the traces of the volcano of which hiflory and fable feem to make mention, 
to fee its vaft. harbours, and the produAions of its fertile territory. The 
other two, which we had perceived for a long time paft, excited our curiofity, 

from 
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from their elevation, from the woods by which they arc covered, and from 
what was related to us of the Greek tribes by which they are inhabited. 
But finding no veffel in the harbour of Ti;nedos for thofe illands, and 
not caring, in the middle of winter, to truft ourfelves in a caique, we 
determined to take advantage of a large decked boat that was fetting fail for 
Mitveene. 


CHAPTER 
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ylrrival at L'.‘jbos.- Dcfcriplion that (Hand.—Jts popuuitiou and >!s 

connuc'ce. 

Wr. Tailed from Ti.Ni.no.s on iho 24tli of 1 ’Ilim 6 !c (iitli of Fcbiuar)) 
at eight o’clock in the morning, with a light brec/e from the north. Wo 
ranged along the coall of Asi \, and found ourfeKcs at noon ofi' Cape 
JiiHAy formerly the promontory I.r.cro'y. Our Ikijjpcr would have .allowed 
us to land at the town fituatcd to the call of the cape, had he not been 
afraid of not a'living before night at Port Pr.rKA. He confented, however, 
to follow for (bme time longer the coafl which we wilhed to examine. 

The town, fituatcd by the fea-fide, on a floping ground, has a frnall 
harbour for boats: fliips a i vcflcls thwarted by the north wind, fometimes 
anchor two or three cables’ length from the harbour till the wind changes. 
On that day were lying here two vcflels, the one a. Venetian, the other a 
Ragufan, which, under Qiclter of the cape, had been waiting for upwards 
of a fortnight, the rcturn-of the foutherly wind in order to enter the Hr. i.m> 
sroNT, and proceed to Constantino pi.k. 

Baba appeared to us a very fmall town: it is very famous in Tuuki'-v, 
for the l*life' and fword blades which are there manufactured for the ulc 
of the Orientals. We were told that it was peopled by as many Turks as 
Gieeks; its foil is tolerably good, and furniQies the fame productions as 
that of Troas. 
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The coaft, from the cape to the place where we quitted it, for a ^pace 
of two or three leagties, appeared to us volcanic: it is lofty, Reep, and 
reddifli. The interior of the country is mountainous and wooded. On re¬ 
eling from the coaR, we perceived cultivated (pots and flocks, which dill 
announce fome inhabitants on the ruins of Assos» or in the environs of that 
town. 

As the fun was going down, we haftened to arrive at Port Petra, in 
which we cad anchor before' dark. This harbour, or to fpeak more correctly, 
this road, is fltuated to the north of Lesbos. It is open to the north- 
wedj which railed a fwell on the water: (hips, however, anchor there in 
lafety with all winds, becaufc the waves are dopped by fome rocks that 
lie at the entrance, and becaule the coad of Asia, the didance of which 
is only two or three leagues, does not admit of the fea beii^ very rough in 
this channel with winds from the north and north<wed. 

There were on board two janizaries -to whom we had been recommended 
by a rich Turk belonging to Tenedos. Impatient to arrive at Mityeene, 
and apprehenlive of being delayed if they continued their route' by fea, 
they landed at Petra, in the intention of crolling the ifland. 1 imme> 
diately feized this opportunity and propofed to accompany them. 1 took 
with meafervant: Citizen Bruguie're remained on board with another, 
in order to have an eye to our baggage, which we could not intrud to 
Greek fervants whofe probity appeared to us fufpicious, nor to mariners of 
that nation with whom we were not acquainted. . 

The village of Petra, thus named on account of a large infulated rock 
of granite which lies in the middle, is iituated in a plain towards the fea- 
fliore: here are but two or three hundred inhabitants Turks and Greeks, 
almod all cultivators. It is furrounded by volcanic mountains, and it has 

yoE. II. i a fmall 



TRAVELS IN THE 


St 

a fmall plain which joins to that of Mouro. The Greek women of this 
village wear a bead-drefs extremely high, fimilar in ibme degree to a mitre. 

As we foiind no horfes at Petra, the janizaries propofed to me to go 
and Heep at Molivo, diftant nearly a league. This village is to the eaft of 
Petra, on a riling ground at no great dillance from the fea: it is built on 
rocks of balaltes, precifely in the fpot formerly occupied by Methvmna. 
It is commanded by a caftle almoft in ruins, conllrufted by the Genoefe: 
here are ftill to be ieen fcattered about a few difmounted or broken cannons. 

The population of Moiivo may be eftimated at two or three thoufand 
inhabitants, as well Turks as Greeks. Its territory is formed of a j^ain by no 
means extenfive, very fertile, and furrounded by volcanic mountains. Its 
productions conhft principally in oil/ com, and barley. It furnilbes a little 
wine and various fruits. Cotton and leveral kitchen-garden plants are here 
likewife gathered. 

Molivo polTefles, as formerly, dillinguilhed muficians. In order to 
difpel the ennui of the janizaries, while we were waiting for fupper, there 
was brought to us a young Greek named Fetraki Tanoros, who was juftly 
reckoned the moR able linger and the greatelt mufician of Lesbos. This 
young man, whom a careful education would have rendered ftill more efti- 
mable, pofleffed a comely perfon, an agreeable voice, a quick underftanding, 
and a fprightly difpohtion. He had feveral times exercifed his talents as a 
poet and mufician at the capital of the illand, and was to repair in a few 
days to Smyrna, whence a virtuofo, whofe pupil and relation he was, had 
juft fent for him. I fancied 1 beheld in him a defeendant of Arion, that 
famous lyric poet to whom Methymna had given birth within its walls, 
or of that Therpander who improved the lyre, and fucceeded in quelling 
a fedition by the melody of hb finging. 
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We lodged at the houle of a MulTulman who, for a flight retribution, 
was in the habit of (hewing hofpitaiity to thole of his religion whom chance 
w buflnels brought to Molivo. He prefented us for our fupper a pilau 
and fome olives: a bad fopha ferved as a bed for us all: my clothes I put 
over me in lieu of a coverlid, bccaufc that which was offered me, appeared 
to me too much worn and too dirty. 

Our boat fet fail the next day, at the fame time that our landlord brought 
us mules, which had a tolerably good appearance, and with which we had 
reafon to be (atisfied. NotwithAanding the intereft and the efforts of my 
two fellow-travellers, 1 was not able to procure a faddle. 1 was under the 
neoeflity of contenting myfelf with a fort of pack-faddle, on which a carpet 
was fpread. True it is that the people of the country travel in no other 
manner: there are none but the agas who have faddles, which they take good 
care not to lend, efpecially to infidels. We returned and palfcd through 
Petra i we crofled feveral mountains entirely volcanic, and, after a forced 
march of lix hours, arrived at a little village iituated in the plain which lies 
at the head of Port Caloni. This plain is two leagues in extent: its prin¬ 
cipal culture conlifts in com, cotton, and olive-trees: figs, mufk and water 
melons, pumpkins, and various legumes, are alfo here gathered. Herr are 
feen leveral villages; but population is not in proportion to the fertility 
and the extent of the foil fit to be put into a ftatc of culture. The air is 
fb unwholefome in this quarter, that, in certain years, a great number of 
people die. I was affured that here were villages where none but lepers 
were to be found ; in others, the face of all the inhabitants fufficiently indi¬ 
cates that they are expofed to intermittent fevers, and remittent putrid 
ones, and to all the -diforders which originate in the environs of marflies. 
There are no othet than poor Greek cultivators in all thefe unhealthful 
Villages: the Turks, proprietors of lands, prefer a refidence at Mztvi.£KE, 
Mqlivo, and the other places the beft Iituated in-the ifland. 
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Port Caloxi lies in the middle of the fouthern part of Lesbos ; it is very 
extenfive, very fafe, yet little frequented. There are none but veffek 
thwarted by the wind, or buffeted by a ftorm, which go and anchor there; 
nut one enters it to take in a cargo, or unload that which flie has on board. 

Our dinner was foon over: we had not alighted from our mules an 
hour when we remounted them. We proceeded for three hours acrols other 
volcanic mountains, after which we arrived in another plain lltuated at the 
head of Port Yebo or Port Olivier, thus named on account of the great 
number of olive-trees which are planted in the plain and on the declivity of 
the mountains and hills that furround it. In the eaftern part of the harbour, 
there are a few calcareous hills which have not been attacked by the fire of 
volcanoes. Here is found, near the fea, a fpring of hot mineral water, 
rather copious, on which the inhabitants of Mitylene fet a very high 
value. 

Thele waters are reckoned aperitive in the country. People go and drink 
them, and bathe in them, in the intention of promoting urine, and procuring 
themfelves fome relief in moft chronic difeafes. I was told that they operate 
as a flight purgative when they are taken in a fomewhat large quantity. 
I think them nitrous, to judge of them from their virtue and the little 
flavour that they poffefs. Husseik, captdn-pacha, has juft built here a 
bafin capable of containing ten or twelve perfons : he has at the fame time 
repaired the building which is occupied by the Turk charged to receive all 
thofe who with to make ufe of thefe waters. 

Port Olivier, very well drawn by M. de Choiseul*, is one of the 
fafeft and moft fpacious harbours of the Archipelago : it is at the eaftern 
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and Ibuthern extremity of the iiland: it is laid to abound with tithes and 
conchylia: among others are found very good oyfters, which are carried to 
Scio and Smyrna. It is frequented, during the whole year, by boats and 
veflels that come thither to load with the oil which is made in the environs. 

From the mineral waters to Mittlene, it is nearly two leagues. Wc 
eroded a volcanic mountain, and reached the town by a very fteep road. 
But, before we arrived there, we bad from the top of this mountain a prof> 
pe(% which we could not tire in admiring: Mityi.ene and its territory 
prefented themfelves to us j we law didindtly its two harbours, as well as the 
boats, the gallies, and the fhips which were there at anchor; we meafured 
the extent of the channel that feparates Lksros from the continent; we 
perceived the numerous iflands which lie along the coaR of Asia; farthe^ 
on, the main land, its high mountains covered with wood, its vallies ex¬ 
tremely fertile, well watered, and cultivated : all this adcmblage prefented a 
picture whofe beauty was heightened by the rays of the fetting fun, which 
were cfcaping behind us through a iky partly covered with clouds. 

Being favoured by the wind, our boat had.arrived at an early hour, and 
anchored in the Ibuth harbour. Citizen Brug u ie're had cauled our ba^ags 
to be landed, and taken a lodging in a convent of Greek monks. 

The two harbours of Mityi.ene are feparated by a tongue of land, on 
which was conftrudted by the Genoele a citadel that the Turks have pre- 
lervcd. The upper or north harbour is fccured from the north-caft wind by 
a jetty, the origin of which is carried back to ancient Gkekck. The fouth 
harbour is open and faces the fouth-eaR: it is a little lefs extenlive and lefs 
deep than the other: there are none but the boats of the country that can 
anchor in it, while the north harbour can admit finall merchant-vedels. 
Men of war, and European lliips which commerce attracts to Mitylene, 
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anchor in Aimmer oiT the fouth harbour; but they fcarcely expote them- 
felves there in winter, becaufe there happen fometimes, in that rcafon, very 
impetuous gales from the north-eaft, which might occafion their dellrudion, 
or oblige them to cut their cables and get under fail with all expedition. 

There was formerly a canal of communication, between thcfe tvjro harbours, 
which feparated the tongue of land that I have juft mentioned, and formed 
of it an iftand, on which was built part of the town. Time has choked 
up the canal, but it has not been able to deftroy the jetty which ran from 
the little ifland, and (heltered the north harbour from the worft weather. 

Mitylkne, fometimes called at this day C astro or Meteliv, contains 
two or three thoufand Greeks, three or four thoufand Turks, and thirty or 
forty Jewifli families. The citadel is fpacious, provided with cannon in tole¬ 
rably good condition, and defended by five or fix hundred janizaries, aimoft 
all married and fettled. Within it are two mofques and a great number of 
houles occupied by this militia. The modern town extends in a femi-circle 
along the north harbour, on a part of the ground occupied by the ancient 
city. The truncated pieces of pillars employed in the edifices, the remains 
of capitals, the fragments of marble and granite that are feen every where, 
atteft its importance and befpeak the rank which it formerly held. Some 
remains of inferiptions which travellers have tranfmitted to us are ftill vifible. 
In the court of the Greek convent where we ilept, is a chair of white marble, 
on which may be read : 

nOTAMIlNOS 
AE2BONAKTOE 
nPOEAPIA 

Seat of PoTAUONi Son qf I^sbosax. 
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This PoTAMON, born at Mittlene, was a diftingulftied rhetorician, 
who lived at Rome under the Emperor Tibf.rus. Wifliing to return to 
his country, and there eftablith a chair of eloquence, he obtained fronx 
Tibehus letters, in which it was cxprefsly mentioned that whoever Ihould 
dare to infult Potauon, would infult in his perfon the emperor himfelf 

Lesbos groaned a long time under particular tyrants, and enjoyed only 
by intervals the charms of liberty. TIms ifland fucceffively paflad under 
the domination of the Perfians, and under that of the Greeks and Ro¬ 
mans. The crufaders ellabliOied themfelves here for a moment, and the 
Genoese were mafters of it when the empire of the East fell into the 
hands of the Turks. 

While the Greeks were tearing each other to pieces for religious opinions, 
as abfurd as incomprehenlible, while ambitious men were agitating the ca¬ 
pital and the provinces in order to arrive more expeditioufly at the throne, 
the Turks, on the one hand, were making themfelves mafters of the hneft 
provinces of Asia and threatening Constantinople j two nations of 
navigators, on the other, were eftabliftiing themfelves by degrees in the 
iflands of thd* Archipelago, in moft of the maritime towns of the Black 
Sea, on the Bosphorus, and even in Gai.ata, one of the fuburbs of the 
capital. The feas of the Levant were covered with their veflels, and the 
produi^ions of the East no longer pafled through any hands but theirs. 

Lesbos was under the domination of the Genoefe, when Mahojiet II. 
ten years after the capture of Constantinople, equipped a confiderable 
fleet in order to make bimfelf mailer of it. Mitxleni:, Methtmna, and 
moft of the places of this ifland had been well fortified: the knights ot 
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Rhodes had had time to tend fome fuccour to the former, and the inhabi¬ 
tants, who knew the cruelties which the Turks had committed at the 
capture of Constantinople, were well difpofed to defend their lives. 
The Ottoman forces, although very conHderable, would undoubtedly have 
mifearried againR thoufands of heroes, had the prince, named GATTiLvsiCh 
had the courage of his foldiers, and had he not given his confidence to Lucco 
Gjttilvsio his coufin, an ambitious and imprudent man, who thought, by 
the promife which was made to him of it in writing, to obtain the fovc- 
reignty of the ifiand by delivering it up to Mahomet. 

Lucco, after having himfelf opened to the enemy one of the gates of the 
town, perfuaded his weak coufin to fign a (hameful capitulation, under the 
chimerical hope of being indemnified for the facrifice which he was making. 
But as a reward for the treachery of the one, and for the weaknefs of the 
other, Mahomet cauled them to be cruelly put to death a fiiort time 
after: a terrible leflbn, which traitors and cowards fhould have inceflantly 
before their eyes, and by which they ftiould profit for their own advantage. 

Lesbos gave birth to a few great men, among whom are to be remarked 
more particularly Alcjecs, a lyric poet, who declaimed fo long againft ty¬ 
ranny: Sappho, that poetefs, whom antiquity has placed among the Mufes, 
and who was impelled by an unfortunate paffion to precipitate herfclf from 
the promontory Leucatesj Theophrastus, a difciple of Plato and 
Aristotle, whofe eloquence was fo perfuafive, and whofc philoibphy was 
fo amiable i laftly Pittacus, whom Greece ranks among her fages, fur- 
nifhes an example very rare, and which cannot be too much quoted, of a 
man more jealous of glory than power, more occupied with the happinels 
of his‘fellow-citizens than with hIs own; of a man, in fliort, who conceived 
and executed the jirojcdl of ufurping power, in order to refiore liberty to his 
country. -S 
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I miglit quote, in more modern times, the two B.\rbaiiossas, brothers, 
Jons of a potter, who, from Ample failors, became famous pirates, and 
were afterwards, in fuccctnon, fovercigns of Algiers. The younger, ap¬ 
pointed High Admiral by Solimak I. is more known than his brother in the 
hiftory of the Ottoman Empire. 

Although the iJland is expofed in winter to fudden gales of wind from 
the 'north-eaft and the caft, which come from the mountains of Asia, as 
well as to tlic north wind which reigns over tlic whole Archipelago, 
the climate there is, neverthclefs, tolerably fine, and the temperature of 
the air fomewhat mild. It feldom freezes in that Icafon; but, in fummer, 
the heat is rather powerful on the fouth coaft, and the air is, in general, 
more unwholclbme there than in tlie other parts of the illand. 

At Lesjjos are reckoned eight thouland Greeks paying the karatcii, 
from the age of feven to their death, which may induce us to eflimate their 
population at near twenty thoufand, including the women and the children 
above that age. It is thought that there are nearly as many Turks as 
Greeks in the ifland, which contains in all forty thoufand inhabitants. 
3 'he Jews are not fulTiclcntly numerous to be taken into the calculation. 

The ifland is divided into lordfliips; but whereas the aga of other 
countries is obliged to join the land-forces when required, at Lesbos, he 
is fubjed to a maritime duty, from which he almoft always finds means to 
exempt himfclf by making fome pecuniary facrifices. 

Through a cuftom undoubtedly’very ancient, and which the author of the 
I'oj/age litlcraire de la Gr^ce has very properly remarked, the eldeft dauglitcr 
inherits alone, in this ifland, the property of the father and mother, to the 
cxclufion of the fons and the other daughters. This cuflom, which time 
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had converted into a law, was rcfpcfbed and religiouily followed, although ^ 
every child had the power of having recourle to a Turkifli tribunal, and of 
invoking the facred rights of nature. Within a fliort time the patriarch. 
of CoNSTANTiNOPtE, the archbilhop and all the clergy of Mitvjlene, 
have fomewhat modified this law by admitting all the daughters to the parti¬ 
tion in the following proportion. The firft; born receives one-third of the 
inheritance, the fecond has for her Iharc one-third of the'portion which her 
After has left j the third has in like manner a third, and I'o on to the laft, 
always beginning again to divide what remains, the third being deducted in 
the order of primogeniture. 

The mountains of the iftand, which I crofted, are all wooded; the Aleppo- 
pine grows there in abundance and attains a confiderable fizc : the ftone 
pine is alfo feen there, and fome ftalk-fruited oaks j the arbutus, the andrachne, . 
the lentiik, the turpentine-tree, the myrtle, the agnus caftus, a few legumi¬ 
nous (hrubs, and feveral rock-rofcs, among which I diftinguiflied that which 
yields the ladanum, arc there fcattcred in great quantities. The vclani oak 
is more common on the rifing grounds and in the plains than on the moun¬ 
tains. The. elm grows in the low and watered places, and the plane-tree is 
fcarcely to be met with but on the brinks of the rivulets and torrents. 
The inhabitants, by means of fire, draw from the pine a tolerably large 
quantity of pitch, for the ufe of the dock-yard eftablilhed near the fouth har¬ 
bour, or for the careening of the veflels and boats which come to Mitvlene 
for that purpofe. It is from the coaft of Asia that the beft timber for 
Ihip-building is obtained. It is there in great plenty i but as it is trouble- 
fomc and expenfive to be procured, the Turks confine themfelves to that 
which grows at no great diftance from the fea. 

The, quantity of oil which is exported from this iftand in ordinary feafons 
is eftinuted at upwards of fifty thoufand quintals. Almoft the whole of it is 
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icnt to C0XSTANTINOP1.E. The French fornjerly drew hence a great deal, 
and had a vice-conful eftabliftied at. Mittiene: tlic government has 
aboliflicd the vice-confulate lince the merchants have confined thcmlelves 
to the oils of Canjdia and of the Morea, which they Snd cheaper than 
thofe of Lesbos. 

This oil is, in general, but of an kidtffcqpnt quality, becaufe the inhabi¬ 
tants not having a fufficicncy of mills are obliged to gather their olives 
flowly. Thofe which foil from the tree, and remain Ibme time on the ground, 
fpoil more or lefs quickly, according as the weather is more or Icfs damp 
and rainy : befides, they are accuflomed, before they fend olives to the mill, 
to keep them heaped up in places by no means fpacious, and to throw over 
them a quantity of marine folt, with a view of preventing their fermen¬ 
tation, and keeping them, as long as pofiible, from decay. 

Itai.y draws from Mitvlene eight thoufknd quintals of vclanida, a 
part of which comes from the coafl of Asia. Dried figs are an article of 
exportation of little importance, as well as wool. 

Cotton, fefomum, filk, honey, wax, and different fjjccies of grain, are 
gathered in a fmall quantityj but the lafl are not fufficient for the w'ants of 
the inhabitants, who draw a great deal of wheat and barley from the coafl 
of Asia. They alfo import oxen, horfes, and mules, for agriculture and 
draught, as well as part of the flieep that are killed at the flaughter-houfes. 

Wine is fcarce at the prefent day, becaufe a great part of the grapes is 
employed by the Turks in making confedlion, and becaufe the Greeks are 
accuflomed to convert the other into brandy. In order to procure fome, we 
were, under the neccflity of applying to the caloyers and to the richeft Greeks, 
and that which was brought to us fuflaincd very ill the reputation that the 
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wine of Lesbos formerly enjoyed: it was fweet and ill flavoured, as arc, in 
general, all the wines of the Archipelago. 

There are no nvers in Lesbos : a few torrents, by no means extenflve,. 
receive in winter the fuperabundant rain-waters, and carry them to the fea 
but there are a great number of fprings whofe water, very good for drinking, 
is fufficiently confiderable for watering part of the plains, and, by that means, 
procuring to the inhabitants, legumes, herbage, and fruits.. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Arrival at Scio .—Defcription of the ijland.—Manners and indujlry of the 
inhabitants. — Privileges. — Antiquities.—-Natui'al hifory. — Productions 
and commerce. 

On the 28th of Pluvlofe (i6th of Febraary) the wind being faint at eaft- 
north-eaft, the weather very fine, and the fea almoft fmooth, wc embarked 
about feven o’clock in the morning in a large decked boat, which was getting 
under fail for Sc i o. We foon doubled Cape Maltha, or Cape Saj^ta Maria : 
we pafled at a little diflance from Port Olivier, and already faw very dif- 
ftinflly the Ifland of Sc 10, when the wind died away by degrees, and left us 
becalmed : but it foon fprang up again, and blew from the fouth-eaft without 
interruption all the reft- of the day. We hugged the wind as clofely as 
poffible j we alfo made ufe of our oars j but, notwithftanding our efforts, wc 
could not reach the Spajlmadori Klands, lb that we found ourlelves at 
fun-fet to the northward of the Ifiand of Scio. The night was calm: we 
followed the coaft by means of our oars j and,' on the 29th (17th of Februarj') 
at fun-rife, we entered the harbour, fituated in the middle of the eaft coaft. 

The harbour of Scio, whofe entrance is indicated by two light-houfes, is 
clofed towards the fouth-eaft by a jetty almoft even with the water’s edge. 
Sufficiently fpacious formerly for the trade of the illand, and of all the Ar¬ 
chipelago, it is daily becoming choked up, without the Turks being at 
the fmalleft expenfe to icmove the obftruAions and keep it in order. 
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70 


TRAVELS IN THE 


The citadel, built by the Genoefe, commands the harbour j an efplanadc, 
fomewhat extenfive, feparates it from the town, and a ditch dug all round is 
intended to receive the waters of the fea in cafe of liege. The fortifications 
are regular, although ancient: they arc £illen into ruins in feveral places, and 
the guns are at this day almofl without carriages, with the exception of the 
battery which defends the entrance of the harbour. The infide of the citadel 
is full of houfes, capable of lodging with eafe the feven or eight hundred 
janizaries who conftitute the whole ftrength of the ifland, but they are partly 
in ruins, and the Turks, as is well known, have much more inclination to 
pull down than to fet up. 

The town is large and well built; the ftreets arc ftraight, paved, and 
tolerably clean; the houfes are high, all in mafonry, the greater part of 
hewn Hone: fandftone, or calcareous flone, is made ufe of indiferiminately. 
From a few diftrifts of the illand is procured a hard, reddilh fandftone, with 
a very fine grain, which is employed with advantage for the jams of the doors 
and windows, for paving the ground-floor, and for building the fafadcs of 
the churches. It is, no doubt, this Hone which was anciently diftinguilhed 
by the name of jalpcr, and of which Strabo, Plinv, and Cickro have 
fpoken. 

It is the cuftom at Scio to make, in the centre of the houfes, a fpacious 
apartment, very lofty, which the inhabitants ufe in fummer during the heat 
of the day. They breathe a pure air, evening and morning, on the terrace 
or flat roof of the houfes, and at the fame time they enjoy the prolpefl of the 
country and of the fea. 

Scio, as to its extent, is fomewhat Icfs confiderable than Lesbos. Its 
length from north to fouth is about fifty miles: its breadth varies greatly, 
on account of the windings which the coaft prefents: it is nearly twelve miles 
9 towards 
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towards the fouth part, and fifteen towards the north part. It is feparatcd 
from Asia by a channel, whole width is at leaft eight or nine miles. 

The town is commanded, to the weft and to the north, by fchiftofe, gra- 
pitical hills, rather arid, but, neverthelefs, fufceptible of culture. To the 
north-weft of thefe hills are feen nothing but calcareous mountains, almoft 
naked, w hich fcarcely leave between them a few fpaces, that the rural induftry 
of the inhabitants can turn to account. To the fouth of the town, the 
eye extends with more pleafure over a plain two leagues in extent, extremely 
fertile, covered with beautiful country houtes, and adorned with gardens 
more or lefs fpacious, in which are cultivated all the fruits of Europe, 
and moll of its legumes. _ 

The orange-tree, the common lemon-tree, the Iwect Seville orange-tree 
and the chlrat or bergamot citron-tree*, are there fcattered with profufion 
and crowded together without order. The fig-tree, the pomegranate-tree, 
and the plum-tree, are in rather lels plenty. The peach-tree, the apricot- 
tree, the almond-tree, and the black mulberry-tree, are alfo to be met with. 
The rofe-trec is cultivated every where in good lands, as well as in thole of 
an indificrent quality. The folanum melongena, the hibifeus efculentus, the 
mulk-mclon, the cucumber, and the water-melon, occupy the Ipaccs which 
are not planted. 

Thefe gardens are watered by a few fprings, which flow from the neigh¬ 
bouring mountains, or by wells from which the water is raifed by means of a 


• CidrM, ceJra, or citrmiiier-iergamote- This is a variety of the citrus mtdiea o{ LivtijEVS- 
If is the esirus mtlla-rofa of Lamarck. The cidrat is diftinguithed from the common citron- 
tree by its leaf, which has the odour of the rofe; by its fruit, which is red ; and by the piftil 
of its flower, which is fliort. From the rind of the fruit of this tree, the perfume called 
btrgssmtt is extratled.— 


wheel 
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wheel and two ropes, to which arc adapted earthen pots placed the one after 
the other. ' 

Beyond this plain, and in all the fouth part of the ifland, the lands arc 
almoll every where fufccptiblc of culture, although they arc, in general, of 
middling quality. The ground is lefs elevated, lefs uneven, tlian in the 
north part, and the population is there more confiderablc. 

According to the regifters of the government, the population of Scio 
is to be cflimated at one hundred and ten thoufand inhabitants. Jn the 
capital are reckoned thirty thouland; namely: tlrrec thoufand five hundred 
Turks, one thoufand five hundred Greek Roman catholics, and twenty-live 
thoufand Greek fchifmatics: about one hundred Jews may be added to this 
calculation. There are fixty-eight villages in the ifiand, all inhabited by 
Greeks. The villages which furnilh mallic, to the number of twenty-four, 
are the moll populous and the moft rich: Pirgui, fituated to the^Weft, is 
the largcft of all. Nixita, Calamotii and Calimatia, towards-the fouth, 
arc, next to it, the moll confiderablc of the illand. VoLisao, fituated on 
the fea-lhore, oppofitc to Pser^, is remarkable for the rude and almoll 
favage air of its inhabitants. However, all the villages, whatever may be 
their extent and fituation, are tolerably well built, and have almoll all an 
enclofurc capable of fecuring them from a coup dc main from a corlair. 

The legiflator who may wilh to oblcrve the influence of inllitutions and 
of laws on tlve morals, charafler, and indullry of man, ought principally to 
turn his eye towards a people who, living under the fame Iky, on the fame 
foil, profefling the fame religion, differ, neverthclcfs, from thcmfclvcs to 
fuch a degree that they appear incognizable. After having crofled a little 
arm of the fea, I thought myfelf tranfported into another region, into an¬ 
other climate: I had leen the Greek bent under the yoke of the mofl. frightful 

delpotifm; 
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dcfpotiim: he was deceitful, rude, timid, ignorant, fuperllitious, and poor*; 
here he enjoys a fliadow of liberty; he is honeA, civil, bold,^nduftrious, 
witty, intelligent, and rich. Here I no longer find that mixture of pride 
and meannels which charadterizes the Greeks of Constantinople, and of 
a great part of the Levant; that timidity, that cowardice, which is occa- 
Coned by perpetual fear, that bigotry which prevents no crime. What dif- 
tinguidies the inhabitants of Scio from the otlicr Greeks, is a decided in¬ 
clination towards commerce, a warm taftc for the arts, a keen defire for 
enterprife ; it is a fprightly, pleafant, epigrammatic wit; it is fometimes a 
fort of mad and burlefque gaiety, which has given rile to the following pro¬ 
verb; “ It is as vneommon to find a green horfct as a prudent Sciot.” 

However true may be the overllrained meaning of this proverb, in regard 
to a few inhabitants of Scio, there are a greater number w'ho know how to 
combine the moft circumlpedt prudence with the moA lively and moA 
amiable fprightlinefs. No other town in the Levant prefents fo great a 
mafs of information; no other contains lb many men exempt from prejudices, 
full of good fenfc and rcalbn, and blefled with a head better organized. 

Some among them may, neverthelefs, be reproached with a ridiculous 
pride, a mifplaoed fanaticifm. We have feen fools find the gratification of 
their vanity in a rich portfolio, a fine houfe, or a numerous fet of lervants. 
The ignorant man, who had no pcrfonal titles to difplay in fociety, thought 
to be quit towards it in recalling to mind thofe of his anceAors. The 
llrugglc which exills between the two churches, has frequently given rife to 
fcandalous feenes, of which the Turks alone have taken advantage; and the 
influence of the priellhood is, perhaps, too great in a country that withes to 
apply itfelf to agriculture and commerce. 


* There are ibme exceptions to be mude in the caplul. 
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Notwithftanding their grotefque drefs, (Sec Plate Jl.) the women are^ 
more amiable than thofc of the capital,. becaufe they are more courteous, 
more gay, more lively, and more witty. They are feen with tolerable freedom 
at their own home in prcfencc of their relations, and they enjoy, more than 
clfcwherc, a liberty which they feidom abufe. They Ipend, in all fcafonr, 
part of the day in finging and working, playing or amufing thcmfclves before 
their houfes: they make up to paflengers, frequently fpcak to them firlf, 
without knowing them; aim at them a jeft or an epigram, if the latter dif- 
pleafe; pay them a delicate, witty compliment, if they have an agrccablo 
manner, a prepofleffing countenance. If you anfwer them in the lame tone, 
the converfation begins aloud: you exert all your wit and gentility, you 
laugh, and you part from each other pleafed and gratified. 

If you go to the elplanade, into the gardens, and round the town, you 
will mee^ on Sundays and holidays, groups of young damfels, who flop you 
very frequently, play you a tbouland pranks, a& you for money, offer you 
flowers and comfits: you majr in like manner addrefs yourfelf to them firfl, 
and begin with them by fome pleafantry. 

But in this country every, thing pafles in converfation with thp girls; and 
the married women are much more relerved than one would iuppofe at the 
firft accefs. It is not that Scio does not refemble almoft all the towns of 
Eubope, and that amorous intrigues do not frequently occur; but fcandal, 
at leaft, is rare: public proRitutes conceal themfelves, and decorum reigns 
every where. 

Though circumfpciifr: in regard to the Turks whom they meet, the .women 
of Sc TO do not addrefs themfelves to them, nor do they anfwer their quef- 
ftions: they know that they would expole themfelves to fome brutality 
on their part, or at leaft to fome indecent converfation. But they preferve 
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in their preience that free air> that confident Jookt which is not to be feeu 
even in the women of the capital. 

Whether eafy circumftances and gaiety, under a beautiful Iky, alike concur 
to give to women agreeable forms, r^;ular features, foft and llightly ani¬ 
mated colours i or whether the Greek women have iefs degenerated here than 
elfewherc from their ancient beauty, it is certain that there are not to be 
found, in any other country of the Levakt, fo many beautiful women as 
at Scio, and, neverthelefs, fubjugated by a bad taile; they make too great 
a ufe of red, white, and black, which, very far from adding to their charms, 
caufe that fuftnefs to difappear, conceal that delicate complexion, dedroy 
that bloom, which every where render women fo agreeable and fo ciqitivating. 

Here they frequent the baths much more feldom than the Greek women oi 
Smyena and Constantinople, and this, perhaps, is the realbn w'hy their 
beauty lafts longer. They attribute the whrtenefs of their teeth to tlie almod 
continual and general cudom of having madic inceffantly in their mouth i 
but, perhaps, they owe this advantage itill more to tlie diflike that they have 
to fmoking, in which tl*e others find an incxpreffible pleafure. 

Economical and temperate in their family, the riched, as well as the 
poored, Ihcw an exceffive love of gain. Thofe Icfs gifted by fortune employ 
themfelves in making dockings, caps, and purfes, which they fell to paflcn« 
gers, or carry to their dealers. The rich women embroider handkerchiefs and, 
all the linen in ufe among the Orientals; feveral have a frame in their own 
houfe, and work at fome fort of filk or cotton duff. Sweetmeats, conferves 
of rofes and orange-flowers, firups of lemon and bergamot-citron, occupy a 
great number of women of all ages and of ail conditions. It is generally in 
the country that they breed the filk-worm and fpin cotton. 
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Thofe who apply themfelves more particularly to embroidery, give to- the 
filks which they employ the colours that they with. They obtain, among 
others, a gold yellow colour with the branches of the celtis orientalis*, or 
the leaves of the henneor Egyptian privet; a bright yellow w'ith the flowers of 
broom, and the flcms of the filvery-leaved daphne or tartonraira. The roots 
of the apple-tree yield them a pale role colour. The wood of the quince-tree 
furnilhes a very bright flefli colour. They draw from the branches of the 
peach-tree a bright green, and from the leaves a deep one. 

They cut the ligneous fublbinces into little bits, fteep them in water for 
two days,, boil them the third day till the liquor -is reduced to one half: they 
flrain it through a cloth, add a little alum, and fet it again over the fire; 
As foon as the water boils, they fteep their filk for a longer or Ihorter time, 
according as they wifh to obtain a colour more or lefs deep. 

The red peelings of onions yield them a-tolerably bright orange colour 
yellow: they fet them to foak in water for four or five days, and boil thenr 
with a little alum: they add a r]>oonful- of cochineal, or of kermes, whe« 
they with to obtain a beautiful -red. 

The rind of the walnut, while green, which is takien off when they pickle 
that fruit, affords them a green more or lefs deep. 

They alfo make ufe of the galnut, of the cup of the velani oak, of madder- 
root, and of all the colouring fubftanoes employed in Euro?£« 

In no ifland of the Archipelago, nor in any-country of Turkey, didi 
we lee lands fo well cultivated, commerce lb aftive, and induftiy lb great, asA 

• J)ip Oriental nettle-tree,—-f*. 

at 
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at ScTO. Grounds the moft arid, and moft ftony, improve by degrees un¬ 
der the hand of the Sciot, and become fit to receive fome feeds or fome ufeful 
trees. There is no kind of traffic to ^vhich he is a ftranger, no hazardous 
enterprife that he does not attempt. Here no one is idle: he who is not x 
prieft, is moft certainly a merchant, manufaflurer, artifan, mariner, or cul¬ 
tivator. . 

If agriculture and'induftry fcarcely leave any thing to be W'ifhed for in this 
iiland, it is becaufe there is no part of the Ottoman Empire that enjoys more 
effectual protection, or is more favoured by the government. Here, through 
a concurrence of fortunate circumftances, private intereft is in unifon with 
public intereft. As the appanage of a- fultana, the ifland is under her i.m- 
mediatc protection-. A na'ib here adminifters juftice for the molla of Cok- 
STANTINOPI K: the latter has an intereft in watching over his fubftitute, 
and in caufing him to be recalled, if the complaints made againft him prove 
well founded. Tlie fultan has granted privileges to tlie moft populous part 
of the ifland, to all the villages whoie inhabitants cultivate the maftic def- 
tined for his feraglio: he has withdrawn them- from the rod of the mutfelim,. 
and granted them an aga, who particularly farms that valuable commodity. 
The town likewife enjoys a great number of privileges, of which I fhall fpeak 
facther on. Laftly, the governor, w’bo at the fame time farms the cuftom- 
houfe duties and taxes, applies himfelf to make the moft . of the one, by the- 
protection and the accommodation which he grants to the merchants and 
cultivators; he does not indulge himfelf with regard to others in perfecutions, 
and ruinous exactions, which too frequently, overfet the fortune of the tri¬ 
butary fubjeCts in the other towns. Here the poor man as well as the rich 
one, the cultivator as well as the merchant, the villager as well as the inha¬ 
bitant of the town, are ail alike protected, all may alike pre&r their com¬ 
plaints, all may demand and obtain the removal of a man who fhould 
abufe too much the authority intrufted to him. ■ 
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The cuftom-houfe duty is reguli^ed at 6ve per cent, as well in regard to 
the Greeks as to the Muflulmans; and from the eftimate which is made of 
the cloths manufactured in the cmintry, it follows that they fcarcely pay three 
per cent, on being exported. 

As for the taxes, their alleflment is made, for the inhabitants of the town, 
by the general primates or chiefs of the diftriCt; the yerondoy or particular 
primate of each village, fixes thofe of the cultivators of his canton. The 
firft of thcfe taxes is laid on property and induftry; it ought to be levied at 
the rate of one piaftre on five hundred of income, if the canons of fultan 
Selisi were followed: but the long ftay at Scio of fome officers of the 
Porte, that of the troops of Asia, of theTurkifh and Barbarv fquad.'ons, 
and a thoufand other occafions of expenfe at the charge of the inhabitants, 
have from time to time furnifhed a pretext for increafing this tax, and for 
carrying it to four piaflres. 

The illand is, befides, fubjeA as well as thofe of the Archipelago, to 
the duty which , the captain-pacha annually levies on them. Soio formerly 
paid twenty-four purfes: at this day it pays forty-eight *. 

All the fluffs manufactured in the illand are, before they are lent out of it, 
fhbjeCl to a mark or feal affixed by the mutfelim, under penalty of confifea- 
tion and fine: they pay the value of fix afpres-f* per pique J, when they are 
wrought in gold or in filver: plain 111k Huffs pay only two aij^ires: calicoes, 
dimities, and other cotton cloths, pay much lefs. 


* A purfe contains 500 piaftres: at the prefent day, it may be valued, at nearly loco 
Hvres, {circa. 411. flerllng.) 

f The afpre is the third of a parat. The parat is worth nearly five centimes. 
t The pique is a meafare of from twenty-five to twenty-fix inches. 

q The 
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The karatcb, or capitation, to which non-Muffulmans are fubjedt 
throughout the whole empire, was, after the conqueft of the ifland, com¬ 
pounded for the villages, and fixed in proportion to their population and the 
extent of their territory. This tax has not varied fince that time, although 
the population of fome villages has increafed, and, in fome others, has con- 
fiderably diminiflied. Thofe which furnifh maftic, pay the karatch with that 
commodity. 

In the town, all males, from the :^e of puberty, and through abufe from 
ten to twelve years old, are inferibed on a regifter, and divided into three 
clafles. Thofe of the firft pay eleven piallresj thofe of the fecond five and 
a half} and thofe of the third two piaflres and three-fourths. Women are 
exempt from this tax, and cannot be profecuted for their hufband or their 
children when abfent. It may eafily be conceived that the avidity of the 
coUedors of the karatch would make them confound, pretty often, all thofe 
fubjed to contribution, and induce them to incrcafc, as much as they could, 
the firft and fecond clafles, if the primates had not the right of caufing 
the complaints of the opprefled to be heard, and of requiring imperioufly- 
that juftice fhould be adminiftered. 

Independently of thefe legitimate duties, which thh governor is authorized 
to levy in his quality of muhalBl or fermer, he levies, as mutfelim, arbitrary 
and illegal taxes, the produce of which, confidered feparately, is by no means 
burdenfome to the inhabitants, but the total- eftimate of which forms a 
tolerably large fum. Thefe taxes, which are the perquifites of his place, fall 
on moll eatables, and particularly on butcher's meat, the price of which is 
always exorbitant at Scio, under the i^etext that the contradors are obliged 
to fend to the coaft of Asia for the Iheep which are them fold. No one 
doubts that this exclufive privily of fupplying the fliambles with flieep is 

dearly 
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dearly purchafed of the mutfeiim, and that the naib and janazary-aga caufe 
themfelves to be paid for their filence in this refpedl. 

Private individuals, who obtain from the mutfeiim places, ■commlflions, 
exclufive permiflions, and fmall farms, alfo pay him every year a retribution 
more or lefs great, according to their importance, and according to the com¬ 
petition whicli never fails to take place. 

The foubachi, chief of the patrol, to whom the police of the town and 
of the country is intruiled (with''the exception of the villages where maRic 
is gathered) finds a thoufand opportunities of harafiing and fqueezing the 
unfortunate perfons who are off their guard for a moment. Eftablifhed in 
order to be the fcouige of proftitutes, he regifters their name, taxes them, 
and becomes their protedtor. All the taverns alfo pay him a tax, of which 
he gives an account to the mutfeiim. .Quarrels, broils, law-fuits, faults of 
the moft trifling nature, are fo many opportunities which the rapacity of 
the foubachi fuffers not to efcape: innocent and guilty, are all crowded into 
the prifons of his .maRer, and arc not releafed till after they have juflified 
themfelves, or have procured their liberation by dint of money. 

Throughout the Ottoman Empire pecuniary fines are an inexhauftiblc 
mine in the hands of an able governor, not over-burdened with delicacy? 
but here he fears, with reafon, the complaints of the chief perfons of the 
diRridt, and the refentment of the fultana protedlrefs of the ifland. More 
than once, mutfelims have been known to be recalled and punifhed on the 
complaint of the primates. Thefc examples, far from frequent no doubt, 
are neverthelefs fufficient for them all to be cautious, and not to exceed 
.too much the limits of their duties. 


AlmoR 
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Almofl all tlie lands of the Ottoman Empire, as I have clfewhere faid, 
are burdened with an annual rent to the agas or lords: thofc of Scio, 
through a Ipccial favour of So liman I. have preferved almofl all the privileges 
which they enjoyed under the domination of the Gcnoefc. The inhabitants 
of the villages which furnifli maflic acknowledge for chief no other than the 
aga who farms that produ6lion: exempt from contributing their labour gra- 
tuitoufly on public occafions, they are obliged only to convey the maflic 
to the town, and furnifh horfes and bealls of burden to this aga, when 
he travels about the villages in order to coliefl it. 

We had an opportunity of feeing the aga in his tour: preceded by military 
mufic, followed by fcvcral tchocadars, and furrounded by a great number 
of villagers eager to attend him, we fhould much rather have taken him for 
a military commander than a Ample farmer of taxes, had we not been 
previoufly informed. As perfons travelling in the fervice of the Republic, 
he received us with much attention, made us a prefent of a few pounds of 
the fined maflic that he had, and gave us letters for the head men of the 
villages whither we were going Wc obtained every where, by means of 
thefe letters, convenient lodgings, the food that we afked for, and the horfes 
that we wanted. 

One of the noblefl privileges of the Sciots, that which ferves as a dam 
againfl the torrent of the judicial injuflice of the Turks, is to have notaries 
of their religion, whole adls, in the Greek dialeil, are rclpedled by the 
Ottomans, and received at their tribunal as authentic documents. The 
Roman catholics have one who alTumes the title of apoflolical notary. The 
Greeks, infinitely more numerous, have feveral. 

Next to this privilege, the greatefl of all, is that of nominating among 
them five primates, whofc functions confift in defending with firmnels the 
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validit 7 of thele afbs, in examiniag and judging all the litigious affairs of 
the ifland, as to civil matters, which concern them. Criminal matters are 
not within the competency of thefc primates: however, as the redrefs of 
public grievances belongs to them, they receive the declarations of the plain¬ 
tiffs, accufe the delinquent to the government, and profecute his trial at the 
Turkifli tribunal. 

The alleffment and colledtion of the taxes are committed to their care: 
they pour their amount into the coffer of the muhalhl, without any other 
deduction than the fees of the collectors. They are appointed for a year 
only, by the majority of votes, in a general aflembly convoked for that pur- 
pofe. Three of thefe primates are taken from among the Greeks, and two 
from among the Roman catholics. 

At the fame time are appointed the protomajlofiy a fort of conful-judges, 
whole fun(^ions conhft in taking cognizance of all litigious affairs relative 
to purchafes and fales, manufactures, and, in general, every thing that relates 
to the commerce of the illand, both interior and exterior. They prevent 
illegal aCts and fmuggling; they deal roughly with thofe who, in order to 
fave the duty, have not caufed the governor’s feal to be put to the fluffs and 
linens which they wifh to fend abroad. In all cafes their fentence is to be 
carried into execution without appeal: but in the latter, the muhaflil re¬ 
quires from the delinquent, beddes the confifeation of the piece not marked, 
a fum of money proportioned to the value of the goods on which he wifhed 
to evade the duty. 

This municipal jurifUiClion, very much rcfpeClcd by the Turks, is com'- 
pofed of three Greeks and one Roman catholic: it is annual, more frequently 
biennial, and is never intruded to any but merchants, who join to a know¬ 
ledge of commerce an unequivocal* reputation for probity. 


The 
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. The inljahitants of Scio have likewife the privilege of elefting every 
year two iiitcndants of health, whofe number they increafe in cafe of the 
plague. Their power extends in this refpedt over all who Inhabit or land 
on the ifland, with the exception of the Turks and Franks. They are 
allowed to prolubit a pelliferous village from all communication with the 
town, at the liiine time furnifhing it, neVerthelefs, with all the afliltance 
which humanity claims in fimilar cafes. But, woe be to the cultivator, 
who, through the allurement of gain, or any other motive, Ihould pafs the 
limits which the intereft of all has traced! He would be apprehended, and 
fubje(5lcd to a cruel baflinado. 

Tlicle intendants allow not a fulijcflcd boat to enter the harbour; they 
oblige her to remain in the road, inform'themfelves frequently of the health 
of the crew; and if there be any feilor attacked by the plague, they caufe 
him to be conveyed to the lazaretto. One of them precedes him, armed 
with a flick, always ready to flrike whoever fhould not get out of the way 
at the word alargOy pronounced with a ftrong voice. 

The lazaretto, which we vifited at a time when there was no uneafinefs 
felt refpeding the plague, is contained in a vafl enclofure, towards the fea, 
to the north of the town. The entrance to it is by a road (haded by an 
arbour, and paved with flones varioully coloured. It coniifls of feveral 
piles of building feparated from each other, intended, feme for the (ick, 
and others for the convalcfccnts. 

When the plague is in the town, the intendants alternately go their 
round; they Ration guards at the infeRed houfes, in order to prevent all 
communication: they place about the lick, in a condition to pay the ex- 
penfe, people capable of taking care of them ; and if the peRiferous perfen 
be poor, and deRitute of ailiRance, they caufe him to be taken to the 

>i z lazaretto, 
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the effects belonging .to hlnif fufceptible of being fumr« 
I6d. 


Fhftanding the precautions ^vhich the Greeks and even the native 
’’ take to fecure themfelves from this diforder, the great accefs of 
Fkilh llrangers which cannot be oppoled, the frequent arrival of fliips of 
TToi, and perhaps too the negligence which occurs in examining the boats 
that are daily bringing eatables from Asia, with which the ifland cannot 
dilpenfe, are lb many caufes that tend Ibmetimes to introduce the plague 
among them. That of 1788, which in a little time carried off fourteen 
thoufand perfons, will long be quoted as one of the moll calamitous epochs 
in the hiffory of this country'. 

Thefe intendants have alfo the infpeftion of the holpital of lepers, fitu* 
ated in a narrow valley, at fome diftance to the north north-weil of the 
town. Each patient has a very fmall lodging and a very little garden which 
he is at liberty to cultivate. I faw with regret that, in the Levant, all 
lepers were conlidered as incurable, and that, in confequence, there was not 
adminiffered to any the alhllance capable,* perhaps, of effecting a cure. 
1 invite European phyheians who may be able to make fome ffay at Sc 10, to 
occupy themfelves with this interefling objeft. They will find in the in> 
tendants, in the primates, and in the notables of the town, every accommo- 
dation that they can want for the obfervations which they may wilh to 
make, and the experiments which they may be inclined to try. 

Muffulman toleration, which leaves the Sciots the liberty of having a 
police, tribunals, and particular judges, is ftill more indulgent in regard to 
their religion. The Greeks, infinitely more numerous, more rich, and more 
powerful than the Latins, poffefs about feven hundred churches in the illand, 
» calcvilation which will, no doubt, appear exaggerated, but the exadnefi 
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of which was warranted to me by the bed-informed perfons of Scio. Per- 
fccuted by their advcrfarics, the weak Latins have no more than four at the 
prcfent day, a lingle one in the town, and three in the country. The num¬ 
ber of priefts, as may well be imagined, is proportionate to this adonilhing 
number of churches. It is extremely curious to fee them difplayj in the 
midd of the fanatic Muifulmans, all the pomp of the Greek and Roman 
religious ceremonies. Their procedions and interments attract an innume¬ 
rable train; the prieds in their furplices, the papas in their doles, traverle 
the drcets of the town, preceded by a long crofs, followed by a great 
number of faithful with a wax-taper in their hand. The dern MulTulman 
fees them pafs without murmuring, provided they pay homage to the 
mofques, provided they interrupt their finging at the fight of that vene¬ 
rable place, that they detach the crofs from its daff, and hold it humbly 
lowered. 

The privilege of having bells to their churches is granted only to the in¬ 
habitants of the madic villages: they Icrve for calling them to prayers, to 
mals, to work, to the gathering of the madic, to the parochial ^hemblies^ 
they are likewifc intended for giving the alarm in cafe of attack or fire. 

Independently of the Latin churches of which I have fpoken, there are 
three convents of friars under the proteftion of France. The capuchins 
confidcr themlelvcs as proprietors of the confular houfe, which makes a part 
of their convent. The monks bad decamped a long time before our arrival 
at Scio, and the chapel was abandoned fince the conful no longer paid 
for the fervice that was performed there before. 

The hidory of Scio is lod in the obfourity of time, and is confounded 
with the errors of fable. At fird under the rod of kings, next under re¬ 
publican agitation, then under the odious tyranny of fo^tions, alternately 

independent 
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independent and fubjcfked, never perhaps free and happy, the irihabitants 
of Scio have palTod fuccellivcly under the domination of the Perfians, under 
that of the Greeks, and under that of the Romans. The Venetians at¬ 
tempted to eftablifli themfclves there when the Europeans in a delirium 
were crowding towards the oriental regions, in order to diivc (he h\/Ulel 
MuiTuImans from the Holy Land. The Greek emperors foon after fold the 
ifland to fomc Genoefe nobles, and that republic had rendered it the em¬ 
porium of an cxtenfive commerce, when, in 1566, Soliman I. made 
himfelf maftcr of it. 

Favoured by the catholics of the country, the Venetians took poflellion 
of Scio, in 1693, towards the end of the reign of Achmet II; they con¬ 
ducted themfelves there in a very indecorous and very impolitic manner, 
by perfecuting the Greeks enemies of the Latins. The year after Mezo- 
MORTO, a Turkifh admiral, had only to prefent himfelf to beat them and 
expel them from the illand. Since that epoch, Scio has not ceafed to be 
fubjeft to the empire of the crefeent. 

The moft ancient and the mofl: valuable monument on which this ifland 
prides itfelf, is that it is called the School of llom.ti. Four miles to the 
north of the town, at the foot of Mount £pos, is found near the fea-fliore, 
a calcareous rock, whofe fummit is cut into the fliape of a platform; it is 
about twenty feet in diameter: a feat crowns its circumference: in the centre 
is a fquare block, which rifes from the rock to a foot and a half in height, 
and which bears on each of its fides the figure of a mutilated fphynx, 
fcarccly cognizable. Such is this monument which the inhabitants confidcr 
as the place where Homer inaruClcd and delighted his countrymen; for 
Ihey are perfuaded that Scio gave birth to that great man. 


This 
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This opinion, warmly fupported by fome, ftrongly conteftcd by others, 
ftill leaves the mind in fufpenfe. The motl intelligent inhabitants of Scia 
inftance among others an arch of gray marble, which was ftill (hewn not 
long fince, at Eki'th^s, as an ancient monument belonging to the houfe in 
which Homer was born. They al(b quote the excellent wine produced by 
the rifing grounds of Erythes, bordering on the Arvihan fields; a wine 
known at Scio from times the moft remote, under the name of Homer's 
nectar. By their account, it is this neftar that was given him when he was 
weaned; it is the delicious wine of thele riling grounds, that was (pilt on 
the altars which were eredlcd to him when his verfes had rendered him im- 
morfal. 

Two leagues beyond the School of IJonKRy lies Port Dauphiht, on 
which was lituated the ancient Delphiihium. Ships of war anchor in this 
harbour in winter; whereas they find it more convenient and equally fafe, 
in fummer, to come to in the environs of the town of Scio. 

When you have palled the Spalmodori Iflands, and doubled the cape, 
you arrive at Cardamyla, where, according to Tourkefort, are to be 
feen the ruins of a temple which he believes to have been confecrated to 
Neptune. Wc did not land Rt CARDAMYLAy but we palled very dole to 
it on the day of our departure from Mitylkne. The coaft in the environs 
is very elevated and ftfeep; the rock, naked in fevcral places, appeared ta 
us every where calcareous. 

To the weft of the illand, is perceived at a little diftance from Pirght, 
in a fmall plain that terminates at the fca, ruins which muft be confidcred as 
thofe of the ancient Phanum. This place, at the prefent day called PuAVAy 
prefents heaps of rubbifh, piles of ftones, for the moft part fquare, linooth^ 
and cut with a chifel; but neitlier infeription, pillar, nor bafs-rcliefs are 

X there 
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there to be difcovered; the anchorage expofed to the north-weft would be 
dangerous in winter for lai^e (hips. The Arvifian fields and rifing grounds, 
fo celebrated formerly for the goodneis of their wines, arc more to the 
north, and make part of the territory of Volisso. 

In the firft excurfions which we made in the ifiand, the inhabitants did 
not fail to direft our ftcps towards ScLAViAt fituated upwards of two leagues 
to the fouth of Scio. A running ftream, frefh and copious, ilTues at the 
foot of fom^ calcareous rocks, and waters gardens which lie below. This 
place, truly beautiful, truly pifturefque, is held in veneration in the coun¬ 
try: an infinite number of virtues are attributed to thefe waters, and it is 
believed that it was at this fountain that the beautiful Helen came to 
bathe when the inhabited the ifiand. 

With refpefl; to ancient iculpture, no remarkable monument of this 
kind is to be met with at Scio, except two hcadlefs bufts, let into the outer 
wall of a country-houfe built by the Genoefe, at a little diflance from the 
town. Citizen Dio eon, vice-conful of the Republic, confidercd them as 
two bufts of Isis, in which, according to him, the Egyptian chifel of the 
reign of the Ptolemies was diftinguifhable; but the corfet with which they 
are clothed, as well as an ornament probably of metal, which they wore on 
the bofbm, to judge of it from the hollows that are in it, incline us to think 
that thefe bufts are more modern, and, in all probability, the work of the 
Genoefe. 

Some pieces of pillars, fbme remains of capitals are ftill to be feen in moft 
of the villages which we traverfed, but no trace of ancient edifices, no 
veftige of a temple is to be perceived i time and the hand of man have 
deftroyed every thing. 


Maftic 
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Maflic nuift be conCdered as one of the msfl; important produftions of 
the ifland, and the mofl valuable, fince to this it is that the inhabitants 
of Svio owe a part of their privileges, and the cultivators their indepen- 
dente, their comfort, and, perhaps, their happinefs. The IcntiIk which pro¬ 
duces it, differs not from that which.grows in the fouth of Europe and 
in all the iflands of the Archipelago. At Scio, are remarked only a few 
fliglit varieties with larger leaves, which culture has produced, and which 
are per])ctuated by layers and grafting. 

In onlcr to obtain the tnaftic, numerous incilions are made in the trunk 
and principal branches of the Icntifk, from the 15th to the 20th of July, 
according to the Greek calendar. There exudes little by little from all thofc 
incifions, a liquid juice which infenfibly grows thicker, remains attached to 
the tree in drops more or lefs large, or falls and thickens on the ground, 
when it is very abundant. The former is the moll in requefl.: it is detached 
with a (harp iron inllrument, half an inch in breadth at its extremity. Fre¬ 
quently cloths are placed under the tree, in order that the mallic which 
trickles from it, may not be impregnated with earth and filth. 

According to the regulations made on this fubje<El, the firft gathering 
cannot take place before the 27th of Augull. It lafts eight fucceflive days, 
after which frefli incifions arc made in the trees till the 25th of September, 
then the fccond gathering is made, which likewife lafts eight days. After 
this time the trees are cut no more; but the maftic which continues to run, 
is gathered till the 19th df November, on the Monday and Tuefday of every 
week. It is afterw'ards forbidden to gather this produAion. 

The culture of the lentilk is fimple and eafy; it confifts much more in 
cleanfing the foil than in turning it up. The cultivators dilpenle with 
cutting, this tree, and they take good care not to form it a handfomc ftem. 
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It has been difcovcred that the lentifks which trail, yield much more maflic 
than thofe whofc ftem is ftraight and ftiooting. 

, * 

I^cfs like trees than Ihrubs, their trunk fcarcely acquires feven or eight 
inches in diameter, and their height is feldom above twelve or fifteen feet. 

Citizen Dtceon communicated to us an experiment which deferves to 
be known. As it is forbidden to cultivate the lentilk out of the limits 
traced by the government, a Turk thought to evade the law, and never- 
thelels obtain madic by grafting the lentifk on young turpentine-trees. 
Thefc grafts fucceeded perfectly wcllj but this man was very much 
adonilhed, a few years after, to fee flow from the incihons that he had 
made, a fubdance which combined with the odour and the qualities of 
madic, the liquidnefs of turpentine. 

Madic is gathered in twenty-one villages fituated to the fouth of the 
town. There are, bcfides, three villages to the wed, whofe plantations far 
from produdlivc have been abandoned. The latter have not, on that ac¬ 
count, lefs prclerved their ancient denomination and the privileges which 
the others enjoy: they pay their impod in lime lince they no longer furnifli 
madic. 

This produAion amounts, one year with another, to fifty thouland okea 
and even more. Twenty-one thoufand belong to the aga who farms this 
commodity, and are delivered by the cultivators in payment of their perfonal 
impod. They are paid for the furplus at the rate of 50 parats the oke 
(nearly 16 fous the pound) and they are prohibited, under very fevere 
penalties, from felling or difpofing of it to any other than the who farms 
it. 


The 
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The bcft and fineft quality is fent to Constantinople for tlie palace 
of the Grand Signior. The fecond quality is intended for Cairo, and 
pafles into the harems of the Mamalfiks. The merchants generally obtain 
a mixture of the fecond and third quality. 

The women of Scio, as well as the female Muflulmans, Greeks, Arme¬ 
nians, and Jcwclfcs of the whole empire, are in the habit of having maftic 
inceflantly in their mouth. This refinous and odoriferous fubftance does .not 
ealily diflblvej it becomes foft and very white by means of heat and faliva; 
it cleans the teeth, gives the breath an agreeable odour, flrengthcns the 
Romach, and carries to the lungs balfaniic emanations extremely falutary, 
and which may to a certain degree prevent the pulmonary confumption, 
to which the inhabitants of the iflands of the Archipelago are very 
fubjeit. 

Scio turpentine is daily becoming more fcarce. Barely two hundred 
okes are collcfted at this day, whereas double that quantity was obtained 
formerly. Notches are made in the tree in lieu of incifxons, and under¬ 
neath them is placed a fmall earthen veflcl fit for receiving the liquor that 
flow's from them. The turpentine-tree acquires a fize rather confidcrable: 
fome are feen near the Armenian burying-ground of Constantinople, 
on the road leading to Byuk-de're', which are not inferior to our largefl: 
walnut-trees. 

The women of Scio are very fond of its fruit: the refinous and very aro¬ 
matic taftc of its pulp pleafes them as much as that of the kernel; and as it 
is fcarccly of the fize of a pea, they eat at the fame time the ftone, the pulp 
of a bluifli green which covers it, and the kernel which it contains. It is 
called in the country tzicoudia, a word whofe fignification is not to be found 
in any language of the Levant. 

Although 
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Although cotton is in great plenty at Scio, yet it does not fufficc for 
the fupply of the numerous manufaftoiies which are there eftablifhed. I'lie 
inhabitants are obliged to fend for a tolerably large quantity from Romania 
and the coaft of Asta. They manufafture plain cloths, dimities, fwanfkins 
plain and fhaggy, and a few coarfe calicoes ftriped blue. The country¬ 
women fpin cotton with awheel; they alfo employ themfelves in mirking 
llockings and caps which they bring to fell at the town. 

The colledtion of filk, in ordinary years, is eftimated at ten or twelve 
thoufand okes : it fometitnes amounts to fifteen thoufand, a quantity which 
is never fufficient for fupplying the nianufaflorics of the town. About 
twenty, thoufand okes are annually procured from Bursa, Adrianople, 
and Syria, The mulberry-tree which is cultivated at Scio, and with 
which the ITlk-worm is reared is that which wc know under the name of 
mirier noir or rnArier tTE/pagiic A few private perfons draw from the 
fruit, a brandy not very fpirituous, but agreeable. Tlic price of the leaf of 
the mulberry-tree arrived at its fize, is from two to three piaflrcs. 

The ifland produces wheat, barley, wine, oil, and a few legumes; but the 
quantity of thefe commodities is fo difproportioned to that required by the 
number of the inhabitants that they are obliged to draw them from all 
quarters. The wheat is fcarccly futficicnt to fubfifl them for three months. 
The wine furniflies for the confumption of feven or eight: it is, in general, 
fvveet and fpirituous. That which rich individuals make with care, is as 
good as Malaga, Frontigxac, and Cyprus wines, when they have 
acquired a little age. 


* Morus n/^ra, The common mulberry-tree. 
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The oil fuffices for the wants of the inhabitants, in good crops; they 
procure that article from Mityjleke when thelc are bad or indifferent: 
here, as well as throughout the Levant, they fait a very great quantity 
of olives, according to the procefs which I have mentioned elfewhcrc. 

Oranges, common lemons, wild lemons, and bergamot-citrons which arc 
brought during the winter and in the fpring to Constantinople, Adri- 
ANOPLE, and Smyrna, are a very important article of trade which is 
cftimatcd, one year with another, at 2,000,000 of our livres {circa 83,333!. 
ftcrling.) A very agreeable firup, in great requeft, is alfo made with the 
cxprcHed juice of lemons and cedrats: it is fet to thicken over the fire, after 
receiving the addition of a little fugar or honey. It is fent to Constan¬ 
tinople, to Cairo, and into the Black Sea. The rinds of thefc fruits 
are prelervcd in fugar or honey, and are diftributed all over the Levant. 

The galls while yet green of a Ipecics of willow, falvia jyomifera, are 
in like manner preferved in fugar or honey. This fwcetmeat is very agree¬ 
able, much cflccmed, and highly flomachic. The Sciots employ not only 
the galls of the countr)’, but thofe which they receive from the neigh¬ 
bouring iflands. 


Tlie rofe-trcc is alfo an important article of culture, either from the great 
quantity of conferve of rofes which is there made, or from the cffential oil 
which is extracted from it. 

Dried figs are efleen-.cd, and are*almoft all fent to S^tYRNA and to Con¬ 
stantinople; of thefe the merchants of Smyrna difpatch to Europe, 
as well from Scio as from the coaft of Asia, to the amount of 100,000 
livres {circa 4,166!. Acrling). 
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In inoft of the gardens is feen the febeften, whofe oval fruit, a little 
fmalicr than a common olive, contains an excellent glue, employed through¬ 
out the Lev ANT for bird-catching. 

A plum-tree called vcrdajjier is here cultivated; its fruit is large, oblong, 
of a pale green, and of a very ^^recable tafte. It ripens in July, and lafls 
fcarcely three weeks. The inhabitants make it an article of trade: they peel 
the plum, dry it in the fun, pack it up in boxes, and fend it to Smyrna 
and Constantinople, where it is fold as high as two piallres the oke. 

The wax is not fufiicient for the great confumption which is made of 
that article in the churches of the country; the inhabitants import it from 
Greece and Natolia: they alfo import honey for firups, preferves, and 
fweetmeats which they preparej that of Greece is the nioft efteemed. 

It is reckoned that there are about five hundred looms employed in the 
manufafture of filk Huffs: the inhabitants of Scio have fucceeded in imi¬ 
tating, in fome meafure, our Lyons filks; but they have copied with more 
fuccefs the India filks and cottons, w'hich they alfo draw from Aleppo 
and Damascus. Thofe of Scio are at this day fuperior to thofe of thefe 
two cities, the oldcH manufadturing ones of the Ottoman Empire. Thejr 
alfo make a confiderable quantity of gaitans or filk loops preferable to 
thofe of Constantinople and Bursa. They ferve for the edging and 
buttonholes of the Turkifh dreffes: they alfo plait fome in gold and in filver 
for thofe of the women. There are much fewer looms for the cottons than 
for the filks. 

% 

The trade of the various cloths manufaftured at Scio is eftimated at up¬ 
wards of 6,000,000 of our livres (250,000!, flcrling). 


We 
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We lliall not here enter into an enumeration of the articles of natural 
hidory which this ifland furnithes in abundance: it will be fufficient for 
us for the moment to prefent three fliells unknown to naturalifts. 

I. The denticulated bulimus f Plate XPII. Jig. 9. a. h.) It refembles^ 
in point of form, colour, and bulk, the nonpareil bulimus. The laft volute 
is a little angular and a little more ftriated than the other thirteen. The 
mouth would be almod round if it had not a little poftcrior finus: its inner 
rim is entirely denticulated. Two ftronger teeth, which extend inwardly, 
arc to be perceived; that which anfwers to the termination of the columella 
is more marked than the other. We found it at the foot of a wall, in a 
garden planted with orange-trees *. 

z. The whelk-like melania (Jig. 8.) It lives in the frcHi waters of Sc to, 
of almofl all the iflands of the Archipelago, of Crete, and of Syria. 
Its form is conical, and its colour dark; it is fmooth, compofed of eight 
volutes, the laft of which, leen behind, is a little longer than the others taken 
together. The mouth is oblong-oval; the lip is thin and without linuolities. 
The callofity of the columella is white. The extremity of the flieli is a little 
emarginated -f*. 

3. In the frelh waters is allb found the oriental planorbis, (Plate XVII. 
Jig. II. a. and./?^. 11. l>.) whofc colour is (imilar to that of the great planorbis 
of Europe; but it differs from it by its face which anfwers to the mouth. 


* Bulimus denticulatos finifttr, farvulus, elongatus. fubtilittrftriaiui, rufefccHt: apertura cum 
sngujh Jinu Juborbiculata, undiqM multi-dentata. 

t Mslania buccinoidea brtvittrfyfi/ormisi lavigatat futigino/a: calh colnmllari alio’, bajt 
truncato, im 4 irginato. 

being 
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being deeper and the outline of the mouth not being Interrupted by tlic 
convexity of the fecond volute. In this fliell there can feldom be reckoned 
more than three rounded volutes, fcarcely ftriated*. 

* TLAKORBib orlentalls par'vuhis, fuhtrigyfatus^ gyris deprejpuj'culh: margine 
dfprtjjhrci npertura /uhovali* 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Departure from Scio .—Stay at Tchefme, at Tino, at Andros, at Myconi, 
at Delos, at Naxia, at Paros, and at Antiparos. 

.A.FTER having in vain waited three months at Scio, for letters from Paris* 
after having tranfmitted to Citizen Descorhes fome refleftions on the 
interefting countries which we had juft vitited, we refolved to repair to 
Crete, and to examine the iflands and the important places that (hould 
lie in our route: we failed, in confequence, on the 21ft of Flor6al (loth of 
May) on board of a Greek boat which we had juft hired, and, in four hours, 
we arrived at Tchesme', a fmall town of Asia, fituated almoft oppoiite 
to Scio, at the head of a ipacious road to which art has had no occaiioa to 
add in order to make it a good harbour. A citadel fomewhat extenfive, 
conftrufted by the Genoefe, runs Hoping to the fca-lhore, and leems in¬ 
tended to (ecure from all iafult both the town and the harbour. 

Tchesme* is built on the ruins of Crssus, Its road, formerly famous 
from the viAory which the fleet of the Romans there gained over that of 
Antiochus, is not Icfs fo, in our days, from the burning and the total 
deftrudlion of the Turkiih fquadron, which happened in 1770* But the 
Romans took advantage of their victory; while the Rullians, mafters of the 
fea, and feconded by a good wind, durft not, after this event, force their 
way up the Hellespont, and run under the walls of the Seraglio to dic¬ 
tate to Mcstapha the conditions of peace which they might have impofed 
on him. 
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Geographers place at the head of a bay, two or three leagues to the north 
ot Tciiksme', the ancient Erytur.^e, celebrated for the oracles of the 
Sibyl; I chofe to proceed thither on foot, while my colleague was purchafing 
at TciiESMK, the provifions that we wanted. I left on the right the tow^n 
and fomc chalky, calcareous hillocks; I traverfed an uneven ground, fields 
in culture, hillocks uncultivated, and, after an hour’s journey, I found my- 
felf in a plain that terminated at the bay of which I have jufl: fpoken. I 
faw, at a little diflance from the fea, a fpring rather copious, the water of 
which was harfli and burning: the environs prefented marine fait. A poor 
building flood by the fide of the fpring: I was told that there are bafins 
where a perfon may bathe; I wiflicd to enter them: perceiving fome Turks, 
I retired, and was proceeding towards the fea, when, a moment after, I faw 
two of them, with the yatagan in their hand, advancing towards me, 
threatening me and calling me dog and infidel, I had with me only a Greek 
fervant, little capable of feconding me, though flrong as Hercules; but 
I had a fword-cane: this was better. 1 immediately unfiieathed my weapon, 
and, in a firm and impofing voice, defired them to be told, that if they 
did not inftantly retire, I would caufe five hundred blows to be given them 
with a flick, in my prcfcnce, by the aga of Tcuesme'. This threat and, 
above all, my fword, made thefc Turks change their tone. “ He is a mad- 

man, he is a Frenchman,” faid they to each other; “ let us leave him 
‘‘ alone.” 

I did not think it prudent to go and fee the ruins of Erytiirje. I 
gathered fevcral intcrefling plants, and returned to the harbour. 

The territory of Tciiesme' furniflies grain and fruit in abundance: a 
little oil and a great many raifins arc there gathered. It is from this harbour 
that Scio draws a great part of its fubfiflencc, and that it frequently keeps 
up an intercourfe with Smyrna. 


The 
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The next day, the aad. (iith of May,) we fet faM for Naxia with a 
light breeze from the north. We followed the coaft; of Asia, leaving on 
the right two fmall defert iflands; and on the left. Cape Blanco; we faw, 
to the fouth of Scio, the iflet called Venktico. We perceived diftindtly 
ahead of us, Andros, Tino, Myconi, Nicaria, and Samos: our boat 
was fleering towards Mycont, where we were in hopes to arrive before dark; 
but, about four o’clock in the afternoon, there appeared, to the north-weft, 
fome clouds which grew bi^cr and advanced towards us. Our mariners, 
uneafy, were afraid of a fudden and hard fquall; it happened: the north-weft 
wind was violent, but of fhort duration. Our boat was good, and lightly 
laden. They put us down below, laid over the hatches, and, after having 
lowered all the fails, with the exception of the fore-fail only, they bore up 
and put before the wind. I fuffered by the ftorm fo much the more feverely, 
as I was deprived of air. My colleague was not at all fick; he had feen, 
during his voyage to the auftral fliores, fcas more rough, hurricanes more 
terrible. AVe remained upwards of an hour in our nook, after which we 
were allowed to take the air and to participate in the joy of the crew. The 
wind had lulled and appeared to be getting round to the northward; the 
clouds were difperfing. The lailors afked for wine; we gave them Ibme, at 
the fame' time requefting them to drink with moderation: their ebriety was 
to be feared with the return of bad weather. However, it was very fine the 
reft of the day; the wind died away more and more, the night was ftill, 
part of the crew llept: we relied very well, and the next day on our rifing, 
finding ourfelves very clofe to Tino, we were exceedingly glad to go on 
ftiore in order to repofe for a moment. 

We landed, to the eaft, in a fmall roadftead flieltercd by calcareous rocks, 
on which we remarked, among other plants, the thornlefs caper-bulh, whofe 
leaf is thicker and more fucculent than that of the common one. We then 
afeended a hill in order to herborize and fee the interior of the ifiand; after 

o z which* 
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vrhich we fet fail, and Rood on and anchored to the fouthward. In the road> 
Read, on whofe (hore is built the little town of San Nicolo, which occupies 
the place of the ancient capital. The citadel is up the country, four miles 
frbm that fpot, on a very lofty hill. 

HiRory informs us that the Tinians had furnifhed troops to the Greeks at 
the battle of Pi-AT^Ai that afterwards they had fubmitted to the Perfians, 
as well as all the inhabitants of the Cyclades. Tino was united to the 
Empire of the East when the Venetians, in 1207, made thenifelves mafters 
of it, and fortified it in fuch a manner that, for a long time, it refiRcd alone 
all the efforts of the Ottoman forces. 

In 1537, Barbarossa, after having taken Skyro, Patmos, Nio^ 
Stamfalia, Paros, and fome other iflands of the Archifelaoo, came 
and attacked it with a confiderable fleet and fome land>forces. He had 
already made himlelf maRer of part of the ifland; already had (everal villages 
capitulated; but fome timely fuccours fent from Candia obliged the Turks 
to retire. 

In 1570^ Selim II. meditating the conqueR of CyFrvs, fent confider¬ 
able forces againft this ifland, then poflefled by the Venetians; the ,Turkifii 
admiral who commanded them, made, in pafling, a defeent on Tino, 
ravi^ed the country, burnt fome villages, and laid fiege to the fortrefi. The 
proveditor Paruta defended himfelf with fo much courage, that the Turks 
did not think fit to lofe their time in the conqueft]of an illand of little impor¬ 
tance, which could not fail to fall fooner or later into their power. 

Two years after, the Turks prefented thcmfelves with fixty (hips; but 
tbey i^in found the courage of the inhabitants, and the prudence of the 
governor, obRaclcs which they were unable to furmount. They retired after 

having 
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having ravaged the illand anew, and carried off feme flocks, fome ^oinen> 
and fome children. 

In 1684, under Mahomet IV. Morosiki beat and handled very 
roughly the Turkilh fleet which had come to attack the ifland for the 
fourth time. But in 1714, under the reign of Achmet III. the ifland fur- 
rendered to Dianhm-Coggia, captain-pacha, who had only eleven gallies 
and eight (hips. The proveditor Bernardo Balbt is reproached with 
having made but a feeble refiftance, and with having capitulated when he 
ought to have fought and to have waited for the fuccour which the 
public was on the point of lending to him.. 

Next to Scio, Tino is the mod induflrious country of the Archi¬ 
pelago, becaufe it is the moft free and the mofi: favoured by the govern¬ 
ment. No Turk here incommodes the inhabitants by his prefence, or con- 
(brains them by his authority. The ifland has magiftrates, whom the people 
appoint every year; and thele places, more honourable than lucrative, fou^t 
after by all, are granted to tbofe only who have diflinguilhed themielvea by 
their probity and their attachment to their country. 

Here are reckoned forty towns or villages, which, accoiding to the re- 
gifters of the government, contain a population of fifteen thoufand eight 
hundred fouls j namely: ten thouland Greeks, and five thouland eight 
hundred Latins. 

The ifland is divided into two thouland two hundred hearths, and all the 
lands into four hundred and feventy-four thoufand and fixty-four afpres. 
The afpre is equivalent to a ground-rent value of five piaflres,. fo that a field 
valued at a hundred piaftres, is marked twenty aljpres in the regifters. Each 

alpre 
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afpre pays at the rate of two parats tax, which is levied for the account of 
fonic Turkifh agas who refide at Constantinoplk. 

To complete the total amount of the Turns fucceflively required by the 
Porte for the captain-pacha and his fiiitc, and in order to provide for un- 
forefeen ditburfements, for the expenfes of adminiftration and others, the 
inhabitants pay fome additional parats in proportion to tlie alpres which they 
polTefs. 

JEvery ground-rent property is valued and inferibed in two regifters; one 
of which is in the hands of the Latin comptroller, and the other in the 
hands of the Greek comptroller. 

In Older that the Turkith agas may not fend a tchocadar to exadl and 
gather their duties, the inhabitants compound with them, and remit them 
their money with the greatcR punflualityi by this means they avoid the 
expenles which that ^ent would occafion, and the extortion which he would 
not fail to cxercUe in his double quality of Mudiilman and a perfon intruded 
with power. 

The total impoft, with the expenfes, amounts annually to 36,234 piaftres; 
a confiderable fum, in proportion to the fmall extent of the illand, but veiy 
moderate if we confider its population and the induRry of its inhabitants. 

Tino, in a good harveft, produces fufficient barley for the wants of the 
year. 

Wheat fcarcely affords a fupply for three or four months. 
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As to legumes, the inhabitants gather none but a few broad beans, and 
fome chich-peas, the flour of which they mix, as at Scio, with that of 
wheat to make bread. 

Sheep are in fufficient plenty to admit of being exported annually to 
the value of from 5 to 6000 piaftres. 

No oil is made at Ttno: the olives which are there gathered are faltccl 
and confumed by the inhabitants. 

Wine is fufficiently abundant, to furnifla tlie fupply of the European 
vcflcls which occafionally anchor in the harbours and roads of the ifland. 

There are figs, oranges, feveral other fruits and various herbage for the 
wants of the inhabitants: thefe laft are fometimes furnilhed to Sc 10 and 
SMi RNA. 

Honey and wax, cotton and wool, are generally confumed in the country. 

Silk is the only article of exportation at all confidcrable. A great part 
of the ifland is planted with mulberry-trees, and almoft all the women are 
employed in rearing filk-worms and afterwards in winding the filk off the 
cods. Every year are imported two or three thoufand okes of raw filk, 
generally employed for the loops and firings which arc made at Sc to, at 
Smykna, at Constantinople, and elfewhere, for trimming the drefles 
of both fexes. At Tino, and in the Cyclades, the inhabitants cultivate 
the white mulberry-tree, which they fuffer to grow at pleafure. 

The lands of the ifland are, in general, not very fertile, except in fome 
plains of no great extent and in fome watered vallies. The inhabitants make 

amends 
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amends for this deficiency by a perfevering labour, and an adllvUy and ia- 
duilry far from common in the eallern countries. Here the rich man is not 
more idle than the poor man; the one is a merchant, trader, or agricul- 
lurift; the other, an artifan, mariner, or labourer. 

Neither do the women remain idle: they occupy themfclves with the cares 
of the family, with the rearing of filk-worms, with rural labours, and the 
day never paffes without their taking the needle or the fpindlc, or knitting 
•filk ftockings, which arc in requeft nmong the Europeans on account of 
their folidity and the goodneis of their wear. 

The Europeans and the Greeks of Smyrna, Constantinopi.e, and 
JSalonica, prize highly the fervantsof Tino, efpeciaily the female domef- 
tics, becaule they find them, in general, more handy, more clean, and 'mort 
honed than -the greater part of thofe of the other ifiands of the Archi¬ 
pelago. Their number is lb confiderablc, that every ten, twelve, or 
fifteen days at lated, there (ails, for Smyrna, a boat loaded with young 
women who go to fupply the place of thofe who, after four or five years’ 
fervice, return with the intention of marrying, by means of the favings 
which they have made. 

There likewife fails every month a boat for Constantinople, and 
another every year for Salonica. 

The inhabitants of Fyrcos, Xsternia, and Caroiani work and falhion 
the marble which they have in their territory, for Smyrna, Salonica, 
and Constantinople. Every man gains at this bufinels, fiom twenty to 
forty parats a day. 


Andros 
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Andros is feparated fromTiNO only by a channel of a mile in width, 
into which veflels of burden are afraid to enter, on account of the rocks 
and (lioals which are there fituatcd. This illand is about ninety miles in 
circumference, while Tino is Icarcely firty. Although it is lofty and 
mountainous like this laft, it has in proportion more lands fit for cultivation; 
its plains are fomewhat more extenfive, equally fertile, and as well watered. 
Here are to be feen fifty villages, and, ncverthclefs, its population docs not 
exceed twelve thoufand fouls. 

An DUOS is the appanage of a fultana: a Turkifii waiwodc there adnii- 
niflcrs the police and watches over the tranquillity of the ifland. It pa}^^ 
abopt 30,000 piaflrcs, as well for the duties of the fultana, as for thofe of 
the captain-pacha. 

Silk is the principal produce of its territory: tlie quantity which is an¬ 
nually exported is eflimatcd at fix thoufand okes. A tolerably large quantity 
of oranges and lemons arc alfo exported for Salonica, Atiii-ns, and the 
Morka. The wheat, barley, wine, and oil arc generally fiiflicienl for tlic 
confumption of the inhabitants. The ifland alfo produces legumes, herbage, 
various fruits, honey, wax, and cotton. 

On the morning of the 25th of Florcal (14th of May), W'c failed from 
the road of San Njcot.o, and ran and anchored in that of Mvcoxi, 
diftant nearly twelve miles. The ground which we examined to the north 
and to the fouth of the town, appeared to us entirely of granite. The 
ifland is far from fertile, ver}^ uneven, almoft all mountainous, though 
much lefs elevated than Na.xos, Andros, and Tino. The town, fituoted 
on the fea-fliore, is tolerably large, and contains about four thoufand 
inhabitants: this is the whole population of Mvcoxi. The inhabitants 
are either mariners or cultivators. They gather barley and wine in a 

-VuL. II. V quantity 
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quantity futBciently large to export fome every year. The other commo¬ 
dities are confumed.in the ifland. It pays 7>500 piailres by way of impoR. 

The fame evening, we wiflied to get under fail, in order to proceed to 
Delos. Our mariners would have preferred fleeping at Mvconi, where 
they had friends, and where they found good wine, to going to pals the 
night on the fca-lhore, or among ruins which infpired them with no intcrefl:. 
They told us with perfcverance, that Df.i.os and the other defert iflands 
which lie near it, were the refuge of pirates, and that there w'as much’to 
be feared if we refolved to Ipend the night there. “ Thofe people,” faid 
they to us, “ do not content themfelvcs with fl:rij>ping navigators; they kill 
“ them and throw them into the fea, in order to fmother their crime and 

not to be fought after.” This argument was, undoubtedly, very good; 
but lince it was neceflary to pafs the next day between thefe illands, there 
w'as no more danger in going to fleep there that very night. “ Drink,” faid 
wc to thefe poltroons; another glafs will give you courage, and let us de- 
“ part.” They alked for half an hour in order to go and look out on the 
heights of the fouth point of Myconi, and, about five o’clock in the 
evening, we made fail for Little Delos, where we arrived before fun-fet. 

Wc anchored in a fmall harbour to the weft of the ifland: we had ahead 
of us two iflets, the Great and the Little Rematiart, and farther on, at 
the diftance of half a league. Great Delos or the Ifland of Rhenea. Wc 
regaled our mariners with our Tenedos wine and our Tchesme' provifions, 
in order to make them amends for the pleafures which they would have 
enjoyed at Mvconi: we recommended to them to keep a good look-out* 
and wc went to take a walk before it grew dark. 

The dilbrdcr and confuGon exhibited by the ruins of a celebrated city, the 
veftiges of temples, the remains of palaces, the rubbilh of houfes, ftrike 

and 
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and aftonifli the traveller: his imagination leduces him for fome time: he 
flill fees Handing the monuments of which there remain no more than the 
traces under his Heps; he takes a pleafure in decorating and embeliilhing 
them. Their mafs is doubled; their ornaments are multiplied. He is 
(lopped every moment: There is the temple of Diana,” exclaims he: 

here is that of Ai’Oi.i.o: there it is that the priefts refided.” Farther 
on, he difeovers a gymnafium; he perceives a theatre, a portico; he mea- 
fures the extent of a palace; he fees mutilated (latues: it is the image of a 
god, it is the figure of a hero, it is the portrait of a benefaflor. Every 
where pillars, capitals; every w'here marbles, granites, porphyries, with bafs- 
reliefs, and inferiptions. He cannot embrace fo many objedts at once; he 
can have but one (entiment, that of admiration. 

But how melancholy arc the ideas which prefent themfclvcs in their turn! 
** What barbarous hand,” faj's he to himlelf, “ firft carried fire and fword 
among objedls confecrated to the veneration of mankind ? What impious 
** wretch, with a (acrilcgious arm, durft dcmolifli thofe temples which the 
gold of nations and the piety of the people eredled and embellifhed ? Who 
could break the (latue of a beneficent god, of a hero who overthrew the 
enemies of his country, of a mortal who invented a ufeful art ?” 

Men of fcelingl call a glance on Delos; behold firft that ifiand conle- 
crated to piety, covered with temples, fumptuous edifices, adorned with 
delightful gardens. Figure to yourfelves an immenle number of people 
landing from all quarters, bringing the tribute which piety offered to the 
gods through the organ of the priefts: behold them giving themfelves up 
to joy the moft pure, to pleafures the moft fwcet! Well!.... all is deftroyed! 
all has difappearcdl At this day, there no longer exifts any thing but ruins, 
but deferted fields, on which feem to grow, with regret, a few lorry plants, 
a few Hunted ihrubs, 
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An ifland dedicated to immortals, an iiland which received offerings from 
all civilized nations, ought to have a miraculous origin. Floating for a long 
time at the mercy of the winds, Delos, according to fable, was fixed by 
the voice of Neptune, in order to receive the miftrefs of Jupiter, who 
was purfued by the anger of Juno in heaven and on earth. Latona, 
under the form of a quail, brought forth Apollo and Diana at the foot 
of a palm-tree, and the venom of the Icrpcnt which threatened her, remained 
without cfl'cft, and could not endanger her life. 

This ifland is not elevated like Tino, Naxos, and Myconi. Every 
where fchiflofe or granitical, it exhibits no trace of a volcano, nothing that 
can explain, by the laws of phyfics, the wonders which the Greeks have 
tranfmitted to us refpe< 5 ting it. Mount Cynthds is, to the obferver, no 
more than a hill of granite, of which it would be unneceflliry to fpcak,. did 
not every thing in this place bring back rccolledlions, and deferve to fix the 
looks of the man of curiofity. 

On the 26th (15th of May), before we continued our route for Naxia, 
we wifhed to touch at the eafl; part of the Ifland of Rhenea: we pafled at 
an early hour between the Great and the Little Rematiari, and we landed 
at the place where the ground is ftill ftrewn with ruins and tombs *• It is 
well known that the Iffand of Rhenea became the place of interment of 
the inhabitants of Delos, when, under the archon Euthvdemus, it was 
confidered as indecent that a facred land Ihould longer receive the dead 
bodies of mortals. 

The Ifland of Rhenea, or Great Delos, is by no means elevated, 
tolerably fertile, and very fit every where for the culture of the vine and 

* A detailed defeription of the mint of Ihlu i* to be foand in the works of Spoh, Too r- 
HiroRT, and M* or Choisrvs, &c. 
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the olive-tree. Though it is rather extenfive, no inhabitants arc to be feen: 
thofe of Mycoki go thither to fow the lands the moR fertile, and feed a 
few flocks. In no place did we fee the lentifle and the turj)cntinc-tree, Ib 
beautiful and fo common. Our mariners, on landing, haftened to cut down 
fcvcral of thefc trees for the purpofe of renewing their flock of wood. 

At one o’clock in the afternoon, we continued our route with a light 
breeze from the north, and, in four or five hours, we caft anchor in the har¬ 
bour of Naxi A, fituated on the wefl fide of the ifland, facing Paros. This 
harbour, formerly ca|)able of containing thirty gallies, was clofed. by a 
jetty which may be diftinc^ly perceived when the fea is fniootli. It is 
at prefent feveral feet under water, and, neverthelcfs, the fmail craft of the 
country lie there in fafety in all fcafons. Ships of burden may anchor, in 
flimmer, off the harbour, under flieltcr of the rock, on which are ftill to 
be feen the remains of the temple of Bacchus*: but, in winter, navigators 
would not dare to expofe themfelves there; they would, with reafon, be 
afraid of being driven on the coaft with a wind rather ftrong from the north- 
weft. 

The town ftands on an eminence by the fea-fidc: it was defended, under 
the Venetian princes, by a citadel and by walls, which the Turks have, in 
a great meafurc, deflroyed. The Latins, formerly mafters of the country, 
are all lodged within their cnclofurc. The Greeks occupy the part which 
extends to the eaflward of the cafllc, known by the name of the New Town, 
lifw-Kopto. 

The ancient city extended to the north, towards the fountain which bears 
the name ofAKiAONK. There are alfo, below the caflle, fome remains of a 

* Ste the drawing which M. be Choi«>ul ha* givea of it. Vt)iag$ Fitttrefqui Jt la Grice, 

pi. 2J. 
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fubtcrraneous aquedufb, that probably brought to the town the waters of 
a copious fpring which is feen four or five miles to the eaft, and which at this 
day ferves to water a part of the plain of Naxia. 

Ariadne’s fountain is no more than a hmplc flreamletof water, to which 
travellers would pay no attention, did it not remind them that this is the 
Q)ot where Ariadne abandoned herfelf to all the defpair of a forfakcn 
mlftrefs: it is from this fhore that flie perceived the velTcl which w'as 
bearing her lover far away from her; it is on the brink of this fountain, 
where‘fhe came every day to (bed tears, and that Bacchus, no Icfs touched 
by her misfortunes than flruck by her beauty, fuccceded in confuling her, 
and in making her forget an ungrateful man. 

Bacchus bad a temple at Naxos : the gate and the foundations of it are 
ftill to be feen on a fmall illand in the vicinity of Ariadne’s fountain*. 
A bridge, built on a firing of rocks, it is laid, joined this ifland to the large 
one, and permitted an aqueduct to bring thither the water neceflary for the 
priefts who inhabited the enclofure of the temple. 

In digging lately the foundations of a houfe and of a ftorehoufe towards 
the fea-fhore, to the northward of the caRle, there was found a flatue of a 
woman, of a tolerably handfbme form. The head and the feet were wanting; 
the body had fuffered in fome places, but the neck and a part of >the drapery 
were in pretty good prefervation. We faw it in the court-yard among filth. 
The mafler of the houfe fet on it no great value: he had been feveral times 
tempted to break it, in order to employ the pieces in the conRru^lion of 
his houfe. 


* TouRNcroKT. Vyagt tm Levant, vo\. i. p. 219. 
CNOt 3 SVl>> Pittere/jm dt /« Grhe, pi. as. 
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On the north fide of the ifland is found a coloflal ftatue of Apollo, 
likewife imperfedt, which the fculptor appears to have abandoned anciently: 
h is in the neighbourliood of the quarry from which the block had been 
taken. 

Naxos, like the other illands of the Archipelago, has experienced 
all the viciflitudes of fortune. Too weak to be long independent, it was 
fucceffivcly in alliance with the Athenians, conquered and ravaged by the 
Perfians, tributary to tlie Romans, ceded to Rhodes by Mark Anthon y, 
afterwauls lubjecl to the emperors of the East, a long time governed by 
Venetian jjrinccs, and at length united to the Ottoman Empire under the 
reign of Seljai II. 

The Naxiot :avc preferved the precious advantage of being governed by 
their own laws and culloms: they have a municipal adminifiration, and 
judges of their own election. The little importance of their ifland, and 
its remotenefs from the coaft of Asia, have not permitted the Turks to 
efl.vblilh themfelves there. The Porte contents itfelf with fending thither 
a waiwotle to excrcife the police, to gather the taxes, and remit them to 
Constantinople. 

Naxos, more free and more independent than Scio, is, neverthelels, 
very far from^ having attained the degree of profperiry at which the latter 
has arrived. Trade there is not Sufficiently brilk; the culture of the lands 
is too much neglcdled, and the mduftiy' of the inhabitants is almoft null. 
Ought we attribute the caufe to the contempt which the nobles, p^ifleflTors 
of the beft grounds, mamfeft for Taboui, a contempt which has unfortunately 
reached almoR every clai's oi citizens ^ 


Proud 
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Proud of their ancient nobility, poor and haughty, alike difdaining 
commerce and agriculture, ilrangers to the military art, thcfe noblemen, 
defcended from the firfl; Italian families, fee pafs infcnfibly, into plebeian 
hands, their ruinous manGons, their lands almoG: uncultivated, without 
thinking of repairing, by labour, the Ioffes which an unforefecn accident, 
or their own mifeondud, not unfrcqucntly occafions them. 

The population of the iGand, according to the remarks which the prin¬ 
cipal inhabitants communicated to us, exceeds ten thouGind fouls. The 
town contains nearly two thoufand: the rcG are fcaltcred througliout forty- 
one villages. The taxes which it pays for the lands, the karatch, and the 
cuftoms, amount to near forty purfes, or 40,000 livres (^circa i, 6661 . ftcrl- 
ing', exclufivc of fome diflaurfements which it is obliged to make annually, 
when the captain-pacha is lying at anchor with his fquadron in the harbour 
of Trio, or Daio, in the IGand of Paros. 

The number of catholics is daily diminiGiing; there arc reckoned fcarcely 
Gx hundred fettled in the town. This does not prevent them from Gill 
having an archbiGiop, a coadjutor, Gx canons, a redlor, and feveral curates. 
They have alfo a houfc of LazariGs for the education of youth, a convent 
of Capuchins, a convent of Cordeliers, and a convent of cloiGercd nuns. 
The number of the Greeks, on the contrary, is increafing, and their clergy 
arc much Icfs numerous and more rich than thofc of the Latins. Here 
all religious ceremonies are performed with the greateG pomp and the greatcG 
freedom. The Porte gives itGlf little concern about what paffes in the 
iGand, provided the impoG be regularly paid, and that all bend at the Gght 
of the moG infigniGcant of its officers. 

Naxia would be one of the moG agreeable places of rcGdence in the Au- 
iCHiP.ELACO, did not the inhabitants, too idle, pull each other to pieces, 

and 
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and did not the clergy of the two churches, too numerous for fo confined a 
place, themfelves foment hatred and encourage difcord. The flranger pre* 
fently perceives that the priefts of the two religions govern this country 
with a rod of iron, and, without intending it, render the inhabitants more 
malicious than devout, more litigious, more quarrelfome; than juft and 
humane. 

The iftand is covered with high mountains, whole bafe is Ichiftole or 
granitical. White marble and hard calcareous ftone lie every where on the 
fchiftus, and give birth to a great number of fprings, which water and ferti¬ 
lize the plains. The higheft of thele mountains is that of Jitpjteh-, which 
the inhabitants call Dia, or %ia. We went thither with the agent of the 
Republic: it lies three leagues to the call of the town. Wc faw, as we 
palled, the marble that bears the inlcription of which Tochnefort has 
Ipoken. We penetrated into a gorge fomew'hat ftcep, and we arrived at a 
grotto of beautiful white marble, which many travellers have vifited, to judge 
from their names engraved at the entrance and in the inlide. 

This grotto, which the inhabitants of Naxia regard as a facred fpot, 
whither the Bacchants of tlic country come to celebrate their feftivals and 
tlieir myfteries, at this day prefents nothing remarkable. In the inflde, 
are to be ften ftalaftites, limilar to all thofe of calcareous grottoes; decayed 
fragments in different places; fome blocks of marble detached: on the outlidc, 
a place extremely folitar}', little verdure, the fummit of the mountain of 
Jupiter almoft perpendicular, a pretty Ipecies of campanula* on the 
clefts of the rocks j a little farther, a few oaks, and a great many trilobate- 
leaved maples-f*. 

* It i* reprefented by Tovrkefort. Vyage Ltvmnt, vol. i. p. S43. 
t Attr trtticum, 

Tl.e 


VOI.. II. 


Q 



TRAVELS IN THE 


The upper part ot' the mountain is inacccffiblc on that fide: we made the- 
-four of iti aiid, after levcral hours of fatigue, we reached the fummit, 
p’r^cildy at the place where Nointel, French ambafiador at Constan- 
TTKovLF., caufed his name to be engraved, together with an iafeription, 
which time has already effaced^ Nothing fo beautiful as the horizon which 
prefented itfelf to us: we had under our eyes a bird’s-eye view of the 
illand, and diftinguiflicd the greater part of ks mountains: we were made to 
obferve Corono, which took its name from the nymph Cokoms, nurfe to 
Bacchus. Every where fertile plains, watered vallies, villages well built, 
chapels in good condition, formed a contraft with whiiilh rocks and arid 
hills, and compofed various piflures on which our eyes could not remain 
fixed, fo beautiful, fo impoflng was the profpe-A of the Tea and its illands. 

Our looks were direfled, in fpitc of ourfelves, over a great number of 
illands more or left lofty, more or lels extenfive. To the north, we had 
Myconi: beyond that we law, to the north north-weft, Tino and An- 
PROS} Sira and Jura were detached below: we difeovered, to the north- 
weft, Serpho, Thermia, and Zea ; to the weft, Pauos, Antipakos, 
and SiPHAHTo; to the louth-weft, Argentiera, Burnt Island, and 
Mtlo: Nio and Santorin were to the fouthi Policandho and Sjkino 
to the fouth fouth-weft} Amoroo and Stampalia, to the fouth-eaft; 
Calming and Lero, to the eaftj Patmos and Nicaria, to the north- 
eaft} in Ihort, in almoft every diredtion, we fayv fome iflets and Ibme 
fcattered rocks, which can be interefting to none but navigators. 

We met with fome flocks on the back of the mountain: they confifted of 
the little flieep of Italy and of Provence, with fliort and coarfe w'ooli 
and of a fmall fpecies of goat, of which the poor eat the flefli, but of which 
the rich efteem only the kids. We law nothing more wild than the Ihep- 
hcrds> nothing more unfociable than their women. They were very far from 

refembling 
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refembling thofc that formerly inhabited Mount Ida, the beautiful valley 
of TEMPK, or the flowery banks of the Meander. We had fonie difficulty 
in obtaining a few glalfcs of milk, of which we were much in want: wc 
were obliged to beg for a long time, and pay beforehand. But is it their 
fault if they are rude and miflruftful? They have fo frequently heard the 
Turks fpoken of, that they think all men with whom they are not acquainted, 
are as unjuft and malignant as tliey are. 

The women of Naxia, in imitation of tliofe of Sc to, take a pleafure in 
holding in their mouth an inodorous fubftance which their ifland produces: 
they chew it, and turn it about in every way, as the others do maftic. The 
jplant which furniflics it is known to botanifts by the name of alractylis 
gummifera : it does not grow high, and flowers at tlie end of the fummer. 

This fubftance has been improperly called gum: on fubje< 5 ling it to Ibme 
experiments, it appeared to me rather to come nearer to refin than gum, or, 
to fpcak more corredly, it is a peculiar fubftance, which comes nearer to 
elaftic gum than to any other. Citizen Desfontaines obferved that the 
Arabs and Moors gather it in the environs of Ai.giers, and make it into 
glue; but he is ignorant of the proceedings which they employ. The root of 
this plant affords an aliment equally wholcfome and nutritious. 

The hills and rifing grounds of Naxos are covered with myrtles, arbutufes, 
Icntilks, hypericums, favories, thorny brooms, leguminous fltrubs, and fcveral 
fpecies of rock-rofes, among which are to be remarked, in grc.it plenty, that 
which furniflies the labdanum. The rivulets are bordered by oleanders, 
agnus-caftufes, and plane-trees. As the l^afon was advancing, our col- 
ledlion of plants was Icfs confiderable than at Scio. We found, however, 
on the rocks, the ftirubby Cretan pink, and a beautiful fpecies of centaury, 

V 4-- ^*4 

remarkable trom its purple and very Jargp from its do,wny Icayc?* 

Q 2 lyre- 
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lyre-fliapcd at the lower part of the ilalk, and oral at the upper part, wftb 
one or two oppoHte teeth towards their bafe. The fcales of the caJyx are 
ciliate, and the plant Is from one foot to two feet high 

In the eaft part of the iiland' is feen a mine, tolerably abundant, of com¬ 
mon emery, which Ibme Englirti (liip-captains purchafe, as they pafs, at a 
very low price. This metallic fubftance would be much more fuitable to 
French captains, who ballad with dones their (hips loaded with oil or cotton. 

We found in mod of the rivulets a crab, which wc met with again at 
Aleppo, in Mesopotamia, and in Persia: we thall give the figure and 
the-defeription of it elfewhcre-. • 

The day which we made in the country with the agent of the Republic^ 
afibrded us an opportunity of obferving the proceedings of the cultivators, 
relative to caprification. It confids Amply in placing on the fig-trees whiclr 
produce only the fecond fig, the fpccies known by the name oi,fig-Jtoxoers, 
or fird figs, which appear and ripen a month or a month and "a half before 
the others. The fecond figs ripen, as is well known, towards the end of 
Thermidor, and fucceed each other without interruption till the end of Ven*- 
d<!*miairc, and even later. The Greeks dring together ten or twelve'of theft: 
fird figs, and fufpend them in different parts of the fig-tree whofe fruits 
they wifii to fecundify. This operation, of which fome authors, both an^ 
cient and modern, have fpoken-with admiration, appeared to me nothing 
piore than a tribute which man psid'to ignorance and to prejudices. In fafl^; 
in many countries of the Levan 1% caprification is not known: it is not at 
all made ufe of in Italt, France, or Spain: if has long been negledfed. 


* CiiiTAVitBA atro-pnrpurea imlfithu Jilih infirimtu! Ijrmtii, /ufrtmi 



OTFOMAN EMPIRE. 


U7 

iB-fomc iflands of the AncHiPEtAco, where it was formerly pracVifed, and, 
ncverthelefs, every where are procured figs very good to be eaten. If this 
operation w'erc necefllir}', whether the fecundation were to be elTcfled by the 
ieminal powder, which might be fcattered and introduced alone by the eye 
of the fig, or whether Nature, in order to tranfmit it from one fig to another, 
Ihould make ufe of a little cynips, as has been commonly imagined, it may 
eafily i^e conceived that thefe firft figs in flower could not fecundify at the 
fame time thofe which have attained a certain fize,.and thofe which fcarcely 
appear, and whicli do not ripen till two months alter the others. 

L.et us leave all the marvellous'of caprificatlon, and acknowledge, accord^ 
ing to obfervation, that it muft be ufelefs,. fince every fig coiitains fome male 
flowers towards its eye, capable of fecundifying all the female flowers of the 
infidc; and that, befides, this fruit may grow, ripen, and become excellent 
to be eaten^ when even the feeds are not fecundified. 

The inhabitants of N.axo.s cultivate the vine at the foot of the riling 
grounds, and in the plains which are not watered. Their wine is, in general, 
of indifferent quality, becaufc they make it ill, and know not how to preferve 
it. This wine is all confumed in the country: it feldom liappens tluit Eu¬ 
ropean vcfi'els take in any in pafling. 

The illand furnifhes wheat, kidney-beans, ^den-beans, and a few other 
legumes for the wants of the year,.. 

Barley is in much greater plenty; ten or twelve thoufand qylntals ate an¬ 
nually ex|x>rted. 

OH, in a favourable, feafon, may anraunt to. the value of from 30 to 
40,000 livres: it is of indifferent quality. 


OhiBges, 
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Oranges, lemons, bergamot-citrons, are not fo plentiful as they might be, 
becaufe there is no town fufficiently conAderable within reach for a great con- 
fumption. Constantinople is too far diflant: Ssiybna and Salontca 
have them in their territory, and receive, befides, thofe of Scio. This 
article procures, however, every year, from 12 to 15,000 livres. 

The peaches, apricots, pomegranates, pears, plums, walnuts, almonds, 
and Bgs, are confumed in the iiland. 

Naxos has llieep and goats for the wants of the inhabitants, a few fmall- 
fized oxen for hulbandry, together with mules and affes for draught. The 
wool is of bad quality, like all that of the Aucuipelago, and is confumed 
in the country. 

Cheefe is an article of exportation fomewhat conAderable: it amounts to 3 
or 10,000 livres: it is fent to Constantinople, Sjivuna, and Salonica. 

Cotton is little cultivated: a few private perfons gather it for ftockings, 
caps, and fome coarfe cloths, which are made in the lamily. It is the fame 
v;ith Aik and Aax. 

The honey and wax are confumed in the iAand. 

To the fouth of the town is a fmall faltern, where a few cargoes of fait 
are made lor the capital. The Porte has taken poAeAion of it, and farms 
out its produce to the cuftom-houle officer. The fait is nearly all fold to 
the inhabitants, at the rate of two livres for Axty pounds. 

We were not willing to quit Naxia without making an excurfion to 
Paros, without examining its mountains of marble, withotit feeing its 
3 harbours. 
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harbours, without taking a look at its inhabitants. This iHand, formerly one 
of the moft important of tlie Cvc lades, had ftill a po]»ulation fomcwhat 
confidcrable when it was fubjedled to the Ottoman Empire by Barbaiiossaj 
but it Iia*; fuffered to fuch a degree fincc that epoch, by the pillage of the 
Turks, by the dcfpoiirra of the government, anti by the ftay which the 
fquadron of the captain-pacha makes there every year, that its inhabitants 
luive imperceptibly diiappeared, and that it no longer prefents at this day any 
thing but uncultivated fields and villages partly deftroyed. During the war 
of Can dia, the Venetians alfo greatly contributed to its depopulation, by 
ravaging it, and deftroying almofl all the olive-trees, which conftituted its 
principal wealth. 

Paros had ftill fix thoufand inhabitants at the beginning of the century: 
at the prefent day there are reckoned fcarcely two thoufand. The European 
confuls have withdrawn from it long fince; the catholics have fled, and the 
Greeks who remain, idle and wretched, fee themfelves expoftd every year to 
the flick of the ofiicers of the captainrpacha.’s fquadron, to the fword of the 
tailors, to the rapacity of all. 

Paros lies two leagues to the weft of Naxos: its extent is not near fo 
contiderable; but it has in proportion a much greater quantity of lands fit 
for culture. Its mountains are lefs elevated, its rifing grounds lefs arid, and. 
its plains would be as fertile, if they were as well watered. 

The harbour of Navssa, fituated to the north, is one of the fineft and 
moft fpacious in the Archipelago. Here are ftill to be feen the remains 
of the batteries which the Ruflians had erected for defending its entrance, 
when, mailers of the Archipelago in their war before the laft wun tlie 
Turks, they had made Paros the depot of their forces* 


This 
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This harbour is unwholefome In autumn and towards the end of the fum* 
mer, on account of fome marfhes which are Htuated at the head of it. 
The Ruffian army fuffered from them to fuch a degree, that it was obliged 
to quit the place, after having loft a great number of failors and fold* 's. 

There are three harbours on the eaft fide of the ifland: the firft, called 
Pout Sakta Majha, towards the north point, is (lieltered, by fome iflaodt, 
from winds from the north and fouthj but it is open to the noith-eaft, 
which prevents fliips from frequenting it in-winter. 

The harbour of Marhora lies in the middle. Near there is feen Fort Sant 
AKTONWt in which Veniehi, prince of the ifland, fuftained for a long time 
all the efforts of Barbarossa. He gave up this important poll only becaufe 
the garrifon were in want of eveiy thing, and perifhing with third and 
hunger. 

The harbour of Trio lies lower down: it is, like the firft, Iheltered by 
fome iflands, but open to foutherly winds. The captain -pacha remains at 
anchor here every year for upwards of a month, till the return of the gallies 
and fmall veflels which he difpatches to the neighbouring iflands, in order 
to colled the impoft to which they are fubjed. 

There is only one harbour to the weftward, at the head of which the 
principal town is built. Veffels of burden anchor without, under (helter of 
fome iflets, as well as in the narrow channel that feparates Paros from An- 

TlPAltOS. 

The modern town is built on the ruins of the ancient. At this day it is 
no more than a wretched village, while it was formerly one of the largeft, 
richeft, and handfomcR cities of the Archipelago; and what comes to 

the 
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the fupport of the teftimony of the ancient authors, are the fragments of 
cornices, capitals, and pillars, which are fecn fcattcrcd about, or which arc 
to be remarked in the walls of the modern houfes and churches. 

Jf/ARPEsuSi fituated to the weftward of the harbour of Marmoua, is the 
moR lofty mountain in the iRand: this it is that furniflied more particularly 
the marble which the Greeks drew from Paros. Near an ancient quarry, 
liere is ftill to be feen the bafs-relief fketched on a rock of which Tournf- 
l OUT has fpoken, and of which M. de Choiseul has given a drawing. 

Antjparos, known formerly under the name of Oj.iaros, is remarkable 
only for the extent of its grotto, all the details of which may be confulted 
in the two authors that I have juft quoted. But ought it to be confidered 
as a quarry from which marble was extradted for a length of time, or as a 
vail cavity, fuch as naturally exift: in moll calcareous mountains ? The 
filence of authors leaves us in fufpence, and the infpedlion of the Ijiot af¬ 
fords us no greater information in this rclpcdl. 

The Inhabitants of thefe two iflands gather, for the wants of the year, 
wheat, barley, wine, fefamum, and fome legumes. Cotton is the moft; con- 
llderable produdlion, and the only one that furniftics the inhabitants with 
the means of paying their impoft, and of jirocuring themfelves fuch com¬ 
modities as they are in need of. Fruits and herbage would be an article 
fomewhat important, did not the Turks, who anchor at Trio, frequently 
take polleftion of them by main force, or require them at a very low jjricc. 
Thcle two illands pay fomething more than 8,000 piaftres by way of impoft. 


vot. It. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Departure front Naxos.— Stai/ at NTo.— Prodiicfions and imhtjiry of its 
inhalnlnnts. — Departure from that ijland. — E/fw o/Sikinos anrf Pholc- 
gandros.— Arrival at Cimolls.— Fear of the inhabitants.—Defeription of 
this volcanic ijland.— Ot'hrin of Cimolian earth.—Digging in Jome ancient 
fcpultures.—Shooting excurjion to Polino.— Serpents ojid wild goats of 
that ijland. 

In the afternoon of the 20th of Meflidor ( 8 th of July) we failed froin 
Naxiaj and, in a few hours, by means of the northerly wind, which blows 
regularly in fummer over the Archipelago, wc cad anchor in the harbour 
of Nio. The diftance from the one illand to tlie other is fcarcely four 
Icaguesj but, from the one harbour ta the other, it is reckoned at lead 
eight. That of Nio is on the fouth fouth-weft fide of the ifland, and that 
of Naxia is on the weft, as we have already mentioned. 

The town is half a league from the harbour, on an eminence: it is t(jler- 
ably well built, and appears to occupy the fite of the ancient one; for fomt 
remains of old walls are ftill to be perceived in its weftern. quarter. 

The ifland, anciently known under the name of /os, is lofty, mountainous, 
and interfered by fome vallies, and fome plains not very extenfive: it is not 
near fo fertile as Paros, and is little more than forty miles in circuit. Its 
bale is every where fchiftole or granitical,. and the greater part ot its moun¬ 
tains ace calcareous. 


The 
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The population of Nio amounts to three thoufand fcven hundred fouls, 
all of the Greek church. There arc at this day no more than two catholic 
families, including that of the agent of the French nation; which i.. the 
rcafon that public tranquillity is never difturbed there, as in moft of tlie 
other iflands of the Aucni j’klaoo, by the underhand dealings and intrigues 
of the Greek priefts, every where jealous of tlic protection which Fuaacf, 
grants to the Latin churches. 


Nio pa^'s to the captain-pacha near 9,000 pialtrcs, including prefents 
and other cuflomary expenfes. A Greek waiwode, appointed by the Portv, 
is charged with the collection of the impoft. He is alfo to keep good order, 
and adminiller juRice, conjointly with fix primates, wl»om the inhabitants 
eleCt every year in a general afl'embly. 

This iHand, of too little extent to be fuflicient for its own wants, has 
almofl; always experienced the lot of the other Cve lades. Hiftory would 
make little mention of it, if Homek, palling from Samos to Athens, bad 
not anchored in its harbour, and died there a few days after. The inha¬ 
bitants haflened to ercCl to him a tomb, no veftige of which has been re¬ 
maining for a long time paR. 

Moft of the medals of Nio bear a palm-tree on their reverfe. This tree 
is no longer cultivated in the illand: it is even rather fcarce in the Akchi- 
PEi.Aco, and thofe which we faw at Scio, in Cisr.xF, and at Naxos, have 
never yielded fruits that have arrived at maturity. The climate is not 
fufliciently warm to admit of it. Wc fliall even remark, that the date ripens 
with difficulty in Egvpt, when the tree is too much expofed to the cool 
fca breeze. 


Almofl 
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Almoft all the inhabitants of this ifland arc cultivators: very few among 
them are mariners or merchants: adtivc and laborious, they turn to pretty 
good account a foil naturally far from fertile. They neglcdf nothing to 
obtain manure, and to water the grounds intended to fupply them with 
herbage and fruits,. 

When the labours of the country arc finilhed or interrupted, the women 
employ themfclves in fpinning the cotton which they gather, and in knitting 
ftockings and caps which they fell to their dealers, or to ftrangers who land 
on the ifland. We never appeared in the flrccts without feeing womcir 
running up from all quarters, who came to offer us fomc, and who frequently 
fatigued us by the perfcverance which they difplayed in getting us to purchafe 
them. 


This love of work enables the inhabitants of Nio to difeharge the impofl 
with pundluality, and procures- to all a competence which one would not. 
imagine them to enjoy at firft fight. Here, as well as throughout the Otto¬ 
man Empire, long and unfortunate experience has taught the tributary fub- 
jcais, that they muft not, exhibit too. much comfort, flill lefs make a difplay 
of wealth; not only would the taxes be prcfently increafed, but the cupidity, 
of fome officer of the Porte might not be fatiated except by the ruin of all 
the inhabitants. The Turks, indeed, allow the infidels to live, provided 
they fuffer to be fnatched from them every thing that exceeds the firft wants, 
of life. 


The ifland furnifhes wine, not only to all its inhabitants, but alfb to thofe 
veflels which anchor in the harbour. 

In a good fcafon arc gathered as much as fifty thoufand okes of oil, of in¬ 
different quality. 


The 
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The wheat, barley, and legumes, are generally fufficient only for the con- 
fumption of nine or ten montlis. 

Every year are exported, for Ancona and Vknick, from eight to ten 
thouiand okes of cotton, independently of a great number of ftockings and 
caps, which pafs into Itai.y and into the Br.ACK Ska, There are likewil'c 
made fome cotton cloths, which are confumed in the illaud, 

A. fmall quantity of wax and honey is exported. 

Here are bred four hundred' fmall-iized oxen, fix thoufand goats, and 
three hundred fliecp. Chtefe is an article of importation of little import¬ 
ance,. 


We Raid but three days at Nro: a fmall K'agufiin veflcl being on the 
point of departure for Argentiera, we determined to embark on board 
of her, and repair with her to that illand. W^c fet (ail on the 24th of 
Meffidor fi2th of July) at break of day, with a light breeze from the fouth* 
eaft, which permitted us to get to windward as much as was neceflary for 
pafiing to the northward of Sjkiwos. A calm afterwards detained us upwards 
of three hours a mile from that ifiand, till the north wind, which blew, as 
ufual, about nine o’clock in the morning, allowed us to purfue. our route, 

SiKiNos lies feven or eight miles to the wed-fouth*weft of Nio. This 
ifiand is lofty, mountainous, of fmall extent, and contains, as we were im 
formed, but two hundred inhabitants. It has no harbour, and is little fre- 
quented'at the prefent day by Europeans. It» produ<dions confid of wheat, 
barley, wine, cotton, and fruits. It pays about 2,000 piadres to the cap^ 
tain-pacha. 


We 



TRAVELS IN THE 


IS6 

We prefently perceived, three or four leagues to the fouth, Poj.icandro, 
formerly Puolecakdros, an iflu.nd a little fmaller, and fomewhat Icfs pro- 
duftivc, than Sikino.s. A moment after, we dlfcovcivd the little defert 
ifland formerly called I,ACusAf and by the modern Greeks CAnuiorinsA, fitu- 
ated nearly at an equal dillancc from Sikinos and I’omcandro. Five 
or lix leagues to the northward we left Si pu an to, formerly known under 
the name of SiPiiNofi-, and we anchored in the road ol Argkntikra about 
four o’clock in the afternoon, in fix fathoms water. Our mariners let go 
but one anchor, and carried a mooring to the fliore, as the anchorage is 
very fafe in fummer, and as it is, befidcs, fiicltercd in all fcafons by 
ItiLA.M), which lies two miles off. (See Plate f /•; 

In the evening we repaired, with the captain, two fervants, and two 
failors, to the village fituated on a height, a mile from the coaft. We were 
greatly furprifed, on our arrival, to find the inhabitants under arms, and 
above all to fee them level their pieces at us, in order to prevent us from 
advancing. We inquired after the French agent, an old feaman, whom 
the nation has placed here to ferve as a pilot to the (hips of w^ar which enter 
the ArciiiI’F.LA tiO. They then interrogated us; and, on our anfwers, war¬ 
fare was no longer in quellion. The primates laid afide their arms, came to 
us, apologized, and not only invited us to enter their town, but allb offered 
us every thing that might lay in their power. 

We were not long in difeovering the caufe of this general alarm; our 
unexpected appearance at the town about fix or feven o’clock in the evening, 
in numbers which fear doubled, tripled perhaps, had m.ade the unfortunate 
inhabitants apprehend the return of the robbers who not long fince had come 
to plunder them. 


We 



OTTO^SIAN EMPIRE. 


IC7 


We were informed that twenty Mainots had lurpnil-d them on a holiday, 
file they were drinking and diverting thcmfelves; and that, after having 
fecured the fmall number of men in a condition to defend thcmfelves, th~y 
had entered fucceflively into all the houfes, and had thence carried off the 
moft valuable cffedis: they had pu'hed their cruelty fo far as to torture, in 
a thoufand ways, the old men, the women, and the children, in order to 
make them confefs the place where their money was concealed. This Icene 
of horror lafled a whole night. The veflcl which had brought thefe 
Mainots, fet fail the next morning without the inhabitants of Argenti- 
KRA, who were unarmed, being able to do any thing more than deplore 
their melancholy defliny, and to addrefs prayers to Heaven that thefe 
robbers might be fwallowed up, w'ith all their booty, by the foaming billows. 

The Mainots, or Magnots, are Greeks who inhabit the fouth part of the 
Morea, the environs of Scarta, and more particularly the part which ex¬ 
tends irom MisiTRA to Cape Matapan. Feeble remains of the Eacedre- 
monians, they are as ardent as their anceftors in defentiing their liberty, and 
in maintaining tlicir independence. The Turks have ibmctimes obtained a. 
trifling tribute from them, Avithout ever having been able to fubdue them 
entirely. Cultivators or fliepherds, mariners or pirates, according to wants 
and clrcLimflances, tlicy arc always ready to quit the fmall towns which they 
occupy on the Gulfs of Coiio.v and of Coi.okythia, for the purpofc of 
penetrating into the interior of the country, and cRablilhing thcmfelves on 
the mountains. 

With this energy,, and this love of liberty, one regrets to fee among them 
robbers, who, not content, with making war on the Turks that have un- 
juftly difpoflcflcd them of a {Kirt of their territory, alfo go fometiines to 
plunder the unfortunate Greeks of the fmall iflands of the Aucmp?,i„vGo, 

3 whom 
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whom a fame intereft and a fame religion lliould rather unite againtl their 
common enemies. 

Akgentiera, anciently known under the name of C/.vo/./s, received 
the name that it bears at this day on our charts, from a mine -of filver, 
which is laid to have been worked a long time w'ith fuccefs. In the inten¬ 
tion of fatisfying our curiofity in this refpedl, we queftioned the agent of the 
Republic, the primates, and fome of the inhabitants. They all anfwered 
us, that they had, indeed, heard the old men fpeak of it, but that the 
thunder-bolt which had fallen on it, had no longer left any traces of it. 
The relcarches which we made on this fubjedt, during our flay in the 
iiland, were fruitlefs: w'e faw nothing that had the fmalleft. appearance of a 
minci fo that we fliould doubt its exiflence, if the awkward anfwer of the 
inhabitants had appeared to us dictated only by the intereft which they 
have in concealing it from the Turks, who would be tempted, perhaps, to 
work it, if it came to their knowledge; which would attradt them to the 
ifland, and be a perpetual caufe of extortion. 

The hiftory of this ifland is confounded with that of Milo, whofe lot it 
has always followed, and to which it is, befides, very near. It is little more 
than eighteen miles in circumference, and its population is two hundred 
fouls. Arid, mountainous, and volcanic, neither plains, vallies, nor watered 
lands, are to be feen throughout its whole extent; nor any thing, in a word, 
that can render it an abode in the lead agreeable to the inhabitants. Some 
fcattered vines, very few olive and mulberry trees, a great many uncultivated 
lands, very few which are fit for the culture of barley, wheat, and cotton: 
this is what Argentiera at firft prefents to the eye of the traveller; but 
the trace of the fubterraneous fires which have adled on it, fometimes with 
llownefs, fometimes in a violent manner, merit, no doubt, to fix for a few 
moments the attention of the naturalifl. 


The 
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The town is fituated on a rock of red porphyry, very little changed by 
the aftion of fire. The texture of this porphyry is hard, and yet fufceptible 
of a tolerably handfoir.c polifli; but the felfpar, which is difleminated in it 
in little white points, is partly deconipofed. In the environs are found other 
porphyries of a bright green and of a dark green, not fo beautiful nor fo hard 
as the preceding. To the wefl. and to the fouth of the town are fecn every 
where rocks of porphyry, white or rcddifli, more or Icfs dccompofed. That 
which has attained the laft degree of decompolltion, is friable, foft to the 
touch, and by no means ponderous: it is eafily divided in water, and ap¬ 
pears to have on linen and on cloths the properties of the bell fuller’s earth. 
It is this which the ancients knew and diRinguilhed by the name of Cimo~ 
lian earth, or earth of Cjmolis *. 

• 

Mariners who land on this iflund, as well as the inhabitants, make ufe of 
this earth by way of foap, and obtain from it the fame refults. They 
prefer, however, that which is taken from the bottom of the lea, in the road 
itfclf, becaufe it is more pure, dilfolves more quickly in water, and gets the- 
dirt out of linen much better than the other-f-. 


♦ Citizjen Vauq^ielin, member of the National Inftitate» a very diiiinguifhcJ chemift, 
to whom 1 communicated a fpecimen of this earth, analyzed it. Out of one hundred parts 
he found: 


1. Silex - 

2. Alumjne 

3. Lime - 

4. MuriaC of foda 

5. Water 


79 parts; 
5 

4 

2 

10 


Total 100 

f; This yielded to Citizen Vauqvelin, out of a hundred parts: 


1 . Silex ----- 68 

2 . Aiumine . - - - ao 

3. Muriat of foda. - - - 5 

4^ Water - - - - 7 




100 


The; 
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The Cimolian earth, taken from the rock which I have juft mentioned, 
prefents, when broken, the portion of trap'diftindt from felfpar. There are 
feen in it a few fpicula: of black fchurl, not decompofed; and what leave$ 
no doubt relpedting the origin of this rock, is, that it may be traced through 
all the alterations which it has undergone, from the beautiful red porphyry, 
almoft entire, to the laft ftatc of decompolition of which I have fpoken. 

No rock here appears overthrown by the adVion of fire; thofc which are 
cleft at a great depth, on a floping ground, are always in a great mafs, and 
never prefent ftrata n<5r banKs; while, in the other parts of the ifland, to 
the north-weft, for example, every where are feen regular ftrata, fragments 
of rocks of various nature, more or Icfs altered, and mixed with volcanic 
afhes, fblid or porous lava. Here are to be perceived ftrata of pumice- 
ftones, the greater part of which are in duft. 

It is very evident that a part of the ifland has been formerly changed 
by the flow and imperceptible adtion of fubterraneous fires, or by the va¬ 
pours which they have raifed, as we fhall prefcntly fee at Mxi.o, and that 
the other has been covered by the fubftances which a volcano has ejedted and 
depofited in regular ftrata, as is in like manner to be feen at Milo, and 
particularly at Santoutn. 

The day after our arrival at CfAtoMS, the primates condudled us upwards 
of half a league from the town, on the weft fide of the ifland, to a place in 
the vicinity of the fca, where we perceived fragments of bricks and potter’s 
ware, which would have fufficiently indicated to us the pofition of the 
ancient town, if traditioq, among the inhabitantr, could have left us any 
doubt in this refpedt. On a bank of lava of a yellowifti gray, which would, 
at firft fight, be taken for a clay loaded with falinc fubftances, we faw about 
forty ditches dug befide each other, and a little farther, oA a hillock of 
a the 
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ttie fame nature, other ditches, which appeared to us to have been recently 
dug: the latter contained charcoal, human bones burnt, and fragments of 
earthen veflels. On one of the Tides of this hillock was a fquare opening, 
which led us to a grotto, where we found four fimple farcophagi of une¬ 
qual fize, of a white porphyric lava, fomewhat bard, and yet eafy enough 
to be hewn. Their lid was wanting; but they were, in other relpeds, in 
tolerably good prefervation; they were five or fix feet in length, by two' or 
two and a half in breadth. The grotto had the form of a long fquare, 
fifteen feet in depth, before which was a fquare veftibule eight feet in width. 

This difeovery gave us the idea of having the earth' dug above the hil¬ 
lock, in the places where the ground echoed under our feet, and appeared 
not to have been moved. Our attempt, was fuccefsful: the firft ftrokes 
of the fpade procured us fome rude figures of baked earth, in rather bad 
prefervation, fuch as a toad, a Iphynx, and a cock, as well as a fmall vale 
with a handle, in the Etrufean ftyle. As it was late, and wc had with us 
only one man whom the primates had had the civility to order to come 
from a neighbouring field, w'c refolved to confine ourfclves for that day to 
our firft trials, and to return the next day with twenty workmen, in order to 
turn up all the hillock, and endeavour to difcover fome catacomb, into 
which no one had penetrated before us. 

The captain .of the vcflel on board of which wc had come to Cimolis, 
prevailed on us to embark in his boat; which faved us from the difagreeable 
necellity of going on foot or of riding, as the day before, on afles which 
neither liad bridles nor halters, and on which had been put, by way of 
faddles,.very inconvenient pack-faddles, furniHied with four longitudinal 
pieces of wood, fuch as we had leen in almoft aU the illands of the A^ichi- 

ItiELAGO-. 


8' a 


When 



132 


TRAVELS IN THE 


When we had doubled the cape the nearefl to Mii.o, aboi^t cigiit o’clock 
in the morning, the north wind, which was contrary to us, and a fea a little 
too rough for a common boat, obliged us to land near this cape, in a 
place where we found, at fome toifes above the level of the fca, a flratum of 
earth containing follil Ihclls, half decompofed, of the genus Perna, fimilar 
to thofc of PiKDMONT, drawn by Langi us, the analogy of which is not 
known to naturaliHs. Thefc fliells are very thick: the two valves are fre¬ 
quently found together, but almoR always broken and in bad condition. 

As it was already late, we quickened our pace, in order to difpofe, as 
foon as poffible, of our labourers, according to the plan of digging that we 
widied to execute. We caufed fome to clear away the earth from a catacomb 
which we fufpefted to find at a little difiance from that which we had feen 
the day before. The others dug on the hillock itfelf where wc had already 
found Ibmc figures. 

The catacomb being entirely laid open, we faw, at the extremity, nothing 
but a farcophagus cut in the bank of lava, and a vafe of coarfe potter’s ware, 
with a narrow neck, which was broken through the aw'kwardnefs of one of 
the labourers. Thofe who were at work on the hillock, dug in feveral 
ditches, to the depth of three feet, without finding any thing but afiie', 
coals, fome remains of bones, and fragments of earthen velfels of every form 
and every fizc. We regretted exceedingly, among others, a large brown vafe, 
in the Etrufean ftylc, on which were Icveral figures of men painted red. We 
made fome farther attempts in the environs without difeovering any thing 
inlcrefting. 

On the following days, wc leatnt that all this ground had been dug re¬ 
peatedly, at one while by the inhabitants of the ifland, who thought to find 
there treafures buried by their ancefiors j at another, by fome traveller, whom 

curiofity 
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curiofity had, like ourfelves, brought into the ifland. Citizen Fauvki., 
whom we faw a few years after at Athkns, told us that he had alfo had 
people to dig in various places at Cimolis, by order of M. de Choiseui., 
then anibaflador at Constantinopi.e i which had procured him fomc 
pieces of coin, and fome ornaments for the ufe of women. 

Independently of tradition, of the fcpulchres, and of the fragments of 
brick and patter’s w'are, which indicate, in an inconteflablc manner, the fite 
of the ancient town, there are on the coaR, in this place, works fome what 
confidcrable: cuts, canals in the bank of lava, probably for the purpo'c of 
affording a paffage to boats; and caves for fheltcring them from the rain 
and fun. Two or three hundred toifes from the fca, are feen caverns dug by 
the hand of man in a ftratum of pumicc-ftone, which, in all probability, have 
been places of habitation, or interment, at different epochs which hiflory has 
paffed over in filence. We fliall frequently have occafion to fpeak of fimilar 
caverns in the courfe of our travels, and to prefent our conjedlurcs on that 
fubjeft. 

The inhabitants of this ifland are fo diflreffed, that they have very often 
fome dilEculty to pay 15 or 1600 piaftres impofl which the captain-paclia 
levies annually on them. Cotton is almoft the on-ly article tiiat produces 
them any money. The women are employed, during tlu- whole year, when 
the labours of the country permit, in fpinning cotton with a wheel, fome* 
times with a diflaff, and in knitting ftockings for the Europeans. Mariners 
find, in all feafons, hogs, poultry, and eggs, to be purchafed for the fupply 
of their veflels; they allb find fometimes plcafurcs which detain them too 
long in the roadftead, and make them forget their duty as well as the in- 
tereifs of their owners. 
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Thc> drefs of the women {See XJ.) is as remarkable in this ifland 

as in almoR all the CycLAOEs: the petticoat does not reach the knee; the 
Ihift fcarcely comes to the middle of the leg, and difplays a wide pair of 
breeches faRened on the one hand to the waift, and on the other below the 
knee: the legs are covered with two pairs of ftockings, ftufFed in fuch a 
manner that they appear fwellcd. The neck is concealed under a corfet 
quilted and ftiffened with whalebone; a piece of velvet, fattin, or cloth, 
trimmed with gold or filver aet-lace, or fet off by a fimple* enibroidejy, 
adorns their whole front; and, in their gala drefs, two wide llceves are fixed 
to the corfet, and fall on each fide to the middle of the thigh. In fummer, 
all the arm is covered only by the flccve of the Ihift. The head is enveloped 
with a handkerchief, which paffes under the chin, and leaves fully expofed 
to view a face not unfrequently handfome; 

PoLiNO, commonly known under the name of Burnt Island, prelents 
the fame organization as Cimolis. Every where are feen porphyries de- 
cumpofed, rocks white or reddifh; every where traces of the volcano 
which has a£led on it and on the neighbouring ifiands. Situated to the 
fouth-eaRof Cimolis, and to the eaR north-eafl of Milo, it is by no means 
extenfive, but delert,. and entirely deprived of water. Although it is covered 
with grafs and fhrubs, the inhabitants of Cimolis dare not fuffer their flocks 
to graze there, becaufe they are perfuaded that the ferpents, which arc there 
very numerous, would foon occafion their death;, and, nevcrthelefs, they 
acknowledge that there are to be found in Polino wild goats, which muL 
tiply abundantly, and brave the venom of thoi’e reptiles. 

It was intercRing-to know whether there were in fadt wiki goats in that 
ifland, and whether the ferpents, which were there to be met with, were aa 
dangerous as the inhabitants of CiMOJkis told us. We refolved, in con- 

fequence. 
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fequence, to make a (hooting party on the 27th of MefCdor (i jth of July), 
and to take with us two Greeks that were pointed out as very capable of 
feconding us. The primates announced to us jeftingly, that there exifted 
among them a law, by whi<bh no one could (hoot on Polino without their 
permillion, and without delivering to them, on their return, half of the 
game. “ We willingly fubmit,” faid we to them, to this law; we will 
“ keep nothing but the (kin of the quadrup>eds that we (hall kill, and we 
“ will give you all the reft.” This, as will prelently be feen, was counting 
the chickens before they were hatched. 

Citizen B a u g u i e’r e, little accuftomed to the fatigues of fuch a (hooting 
party, contented himfelf with herborizing, and with picking up a few feeds 
and Tome land-ftiells, while I (everal times traverled the moft rugged places 
of the idand. My guides, like two dogs, hunted every where, examined all 
the rocks, ran into all the bulhes, and difplayed an ardour worthy of better 
fuccefs. Indeed, they put up fome of the qu.adriipeds which we were in queft 
of, but I never could get at them: frequently even I could not fee them 
among the rocks which they inhabit. I more than once tlilcharged mv 
piece at them loaded with ball, from a very great diftance, without doing 
them any injury. In thefe pretended goats, I thought I recognized the 
argali*^, wliich is known to be common in CiinrK, in Naxos, and in all 
the fouth of EuKOi'E. 

Our chacc after ferpents was more fuccefsful: T cut one in two by a muiket- 
bal!; towards the evening, our guides caught another of a diderent fpecics, 
which belongs to the genus Boa of Li N x .1. i: s; but we could not dilcover the 
viper for which we were looking, and which is to l>c found in more or Icfs 
plenty in all the idands of the Arc«iP£j ago. 


T 


* Capra ammon^ Linn.‘-*-7' 
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The boa, .{Platb XVf. fig. 2. A. B.) has a cylindrical body, of a yellow 
gray, marked with a number of irregular blackifh fpots. The head is oval, 
and obtufe i the fnout is formed by a triangular fcale, broad and fl)ort; the 
two fcales which come next, are likewife broad and fhort: thofe which cover 
the body, arc fmall, round, equal, almoft hexagonal, and fmooth: the ab¬ 
dominal ones, to the number of on^ hundred and feventy-two, are (hort and 
narrow. The eyes arc fmall and funk in the head. The tongue is forked, 
and the under lip is rounded. The tail is obtufe and very fliort. The caudal 
fcales are twenty-two in number*. 

The mouth of this boa is not provided with f^ngs j which mufl occalion 
it to be placed among the fpecies which are not- venomous. 

* Boa turcica grijit-fltn/t/ctiup tanda hrtvijjinutf, Jcutis dorjalihut minimis rotundatiHs Jitb hcXttgnis. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IX. 

* 

Arrival at “bAWo.—De/criptioti of that ijland.—Its volcano^ its grottoest its 
mineral waters.—Situation of the ancient town.—A number of catacombs 
which arc to be found in its environs. 

Wb departed frora Cimoms on the .28th of Meffidor (i6th of July) with 
the boat deftined to keep up a communication with Milo, and to convey 
perfons who repair rather frequently from the one iiland to the other. In an 
hour and a half, we landed in the quarter called AroLtoKiAt where mules, 
which the primates of Cimolis had beljx>ke of thole of Milo, had been 
waiting for us for fome time. The palTage is about two leagues, though 
the dillance is not a mile between the nearell points of the two iflands. 

The coalTon which we landed, prefented to us a tolerably folid bank of 
yellowilh earth, ftrewn with three fpecies of foffil echini, with petrified tere- 
bratulae, and with feveral fragments of Ihells. In the environs, were pumice- 
ftones and various lava. Grottoes, dug by the hand of man, are rather com¬ 
mon on this coalt, and feem to indicate that there were formerly habitations 
in this part of the iiland: they have been formed, as at Cimolis, in a 
Rratum of pumice-ftone eafy enough to be worked. 

It took us upwards of.three hours to reach the town by a bad road* 
Every thing that offered itfelf to us was volcanic. We faw every where 
porphyries more or lefs decompofed, white earths, fomewhat fuuilar to thole 
of 'CiMoi.isj gray lava, ponderous, and in large mafles: we perceived in 
voL. IX. T fome 



158 


TRAVELS IN THE 


fome places indications of ftnall-grained iron*orc, and veins of ponderous 
fpar, mixed with a red earth; wc crofled hills uncultivated, dry, and arid: 
wc went into a gorge of rather rapid defeent, where enormous rocks of lava, 
hifpendcd over our heads, threatened every moment to bury us by their 
i’all. We at length dil'covered a tolerably handfome plain, in the midft of 
which was a town wliich, a Ihort time iince, was not inferior to any other of 
the ABcniPLLAGOj but which, at this day, fcarcely prefents any thing but 
ruins. 

On entering it, we were ftruck at feeing on all fidcs houfes fallen in, men 
l.)loated, confumptive faces, ambulating corpfes. Every where the image of 
deflrudion and of death offered itfelf to our eyes. Scarcely do forty families, 
rhe greater part foreigners, drag on their unfortunate exiftence in a town 
which ffill reckoned five thoufand inhabitants within its walls at the beginning 
of the laft century. 

Tourn’efout had difeovered, in 1700, that the air of M11.0 was un- 
wholefome, and that the inhabitants were very fubjed to dangerous diforders; 
but this Infalubrity of the air muft have increafed very much fince that 
epoch, either through the effed of the ftagnant waters which lie between the 
town and the head of the harbour, or through the pernicious exhalations 
which are inceflantly riling to the eafl and to the fouth, from a foil aded on 
by fubterraneous fires. To thefe cauies of infedion and mortality, may be 
added the bad quality of the well and ciftem waters of which the unfortu¬ 
nate inhabitants of this iHand are obliged to make ufe. 

Although this was not the mofi: unwholefome feafon of the year, we had, 
neverthelefs, been apprized of the danger that there was in fleeping two or 
three nights in the town; which determined us to go that very evening to 

the 
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the monaftery of St. Marino» ^i ia Majiixa, fituated at a little diftance 
from Mount St. Elias. 

We proceeded for half an hour in the part of the plain which extends from 
the town to the Tea; we palTed along Tome marllies, and a faltcrn of little 
extenti we followed the Reep fliores of the fouth coafl of the harbour; we 
afterwards crofled a fmall arid plain, formerly cultivated, ftrewn with frag¬ 
ments of pumice-fkonc; then gaining higher ground, and Hill following a 
wefterly diredlion, we law banks of white, volcanic earth, Ibmcwhat limilar 
to thofe of CiMOLis, which were fucceeded by conliderable Ihelvcs of granites 
charged with vitreous points. The whole ground is covered with little grains 
of glafs, which detach themlelvcs from thefc granites with tolerable facility. 

The traces of the road were not very ealily diRinguiflied, fo rugged and 
uniform was the ground : our mules had fome difficulty to keep their feet on 
it. It was curious to fee thefe animals get over the word palles without 
ever Rumbling. Sometimes almoR ereft on their crupper, they fpring for¬ 
ward on lofty rocks, almoR perpendicular, and fometimes they defeend Reep 
declivities, if not with the fame s^ility, at leaR with the fame precifion. 
The only danger that you have to run, in making ufe of thefe animals, 
proceeds lefs from them than from their conductors. The latter, accuRomed 
to prick them with a fpur with which their Rick is armed, cannot prelent 
themfelvcs on one fide without the frightened animal wilhing to fpring on the 
other. In whatever fituation you may happen to be, thefe conductors are fo 
inattentive, fo hccdlefs, that, frequently fpurring their mules unfeafonably, 
they arc the caufe of their wincing on the brinks of the precipices which you 
have under your feet, and occafion to the rider a fright Rill greater than the 
danger. 


T z 
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Wc were advancing acrofs thefe accumulated rocks: vve had on our right 
the harbour, whole extent wc were completely meafuring} beyond, the village 
(if (.'a.',tro, or Sit OURS, feated on the fummit of a lofty, pyramidal hill. 
Before us, Mount St. Elias fliewcditfclf almod: entirely to our eyes*. We 
crofled another bank of very hard and very ponderous lava, of a blackilh 
gray, after which uc found ourfelvcs on an earthy foil, whence we dilcovered 
the monaltery where wc had rcfolvcd to pafs the night. 

A quarter of a league from the monafteiy^ we faw a beautiful gj'pfum 
extrafVed from a llratum of deep earth, mixed with volcanic alhes, frag¬ 
ments of pumicc-llone, and puzzolana. This earthy ftratum extended to a 
confiderable dillance, and, in feveral places, exhibited excavations from 
which plaftcr-flonc had in like manner been extrafted at different periods. 

The friars received us very well, and treated us in their bell manner. In 
their houfc we drank verj' good water, as well as excellent wine; and though 
they live poorly all the year, and fubfift generally on cheefe, olives, fnails, 
legumes, and fruits, we found there poultiy', eggs, herbs, and delicious 
honey: at the lame time they fet before us oranges, apricots, plums, and 
grapes. Under their roof one may eat excellent mutton, lamb, and kids. 
The milk there is very good, game abundant, and what is better, no doubt, 
the air, in this part of the ifland, is very pure and very wholcfome. The 
ruddy face of thefe caloyers manifefted fufficicntly that the noxious exhala¬ 
tions of the plain could not reach them. 

The next morning, at fun-rife, we went to take a walk with the fuperior 
round the monaffery. Wc faw palling Ibmc oxen, which were going to graze 

* It is much farther to the weft than it is laid down on the chart of M. de Cboissvi.. 
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on the ftubblc. A flock of flieep was browfing on t!ie circumjacent moun¬ 
tains, and at the fame time a tolerably great number of goats were on 
their way to the neighbouring woods. The barley and wheat had been cut 
for a long time; a jwt was already trodden out and put by; the other was 
foon to follow it. We traverfed fome vineyards, fome orchards of olive-trees, 
and fome fields covered with cotton. The grapes were beginning to turn 
black, the olive-trees appeared loaded with fruit, and the cotton proniiled a 
good croj>. 

On receding from the cultivated fields, we again found every where vol¬ 
canic produffions, and nearly the fame plants that we had feen in the other 
illands ; the prickly prinpinella, thymes, creeping wild thymes, fav'orics, 
rock-rofes, arbutufes, myrtles, and lentifks. We collcfled fome feeds and 
fome land-fliells, after which we returned home. The fuperior carried us 
into the garden: fome friars, in order to water it, bad repaired thither as 
foon as it was day-break: it was fpacious, and kept in tolerably good order: 
a part was planted with orange-trees, Icmon-trecs, cedrats or bergamot citron- 
trees, fig-trees, and feveral other fruit-trees; the other part was intended for 
garden-ground. 

It was time to breakfafl: and depart. There was fer\'ed up to us a kid 
fluffed with meat and bacon cut fmall, with pine kernels, raiiins, and rice: 
next was brought a pilau made with a very fat hen, then honey, preferved 
fweet-meats made of bergamot-citron, and the fame kind of fruits as the day 
before. We were regaled with delicious white wine and excellent coffee. 
We would willingly have paflTed a few months with thefe worthy friars, had 
we not had other countries to fee, other regions to traverfe. We took leave 
of them when we had viflted their church, and left in the bafin wherewith 
to remunerate them for the civilities which we had received. 
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It required upwards of three hours for us to arrive at the town where we 
wiihed to fleep, as well for the purpofe of obferving the aluminous grottoes 
of the environs, as of repairing to the volcano of Calamo, of which no tra¬ 
veller, I believe, has made mention. We palTed this night, as well as the 
following, in a (pacious chamber, where we evaporated by degrees, over 
hot alhes, fome very good vinegar, which we had brought from the mo- 
nailery of St. Marino. This precaution always proved fortunate to us, 
when wc were obliged to make any ftay in marlhy and unwholefome coun¬ 
tries. Had wc not negledled it at the moment when we were on the point 
of beholding again our natal land, death, perhaps, would not have furprifed 
us; 1 fhould not, perhaps, have to regret, at this moment, my fellow-tra¬ 
veller and the bed of my friends. 

On the 30th of Meffidor (i8th of July), wc repaired to the mountain of 
Calamo, fltuated to the fouth fouth-weft of the town. It is not very lofty, 
and the road leading to it is lefs rugged than that which wc had travelled 
the preceding day. When we quitted the plain, we found lands unculti¬ 
vated, volcanic, and mixed with fragments of pumice-ftone: they appear 
to have been abandoned recently, to judge of them from the houfes half- 
deftroyed which are there met with, and the Hone-vats in ruins which arc 
to be found in mod of the fields. This excurfion took us an hour and 
a half. Before wc arrived at the fummit, we were apprized of the vicinity 
of fome volcanic apertures by the odour of fulphur, which all at once druck 
our olfadtory nerves. 

A little below the conical fummit of this mountain, is perceived a rent 
of a hundred paces in extent, which has been efietfled in the middle of a 
rock of heavy, ferruginous lava; it is flat, and covered with a faline crud, 
which echoes under the feet, and in which you fink [fometimes to the middle 
of the leg. There are feen fome crevices, whence iflues a very fetid fmokc; 

and 
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and in whatever place you dig, the heat is fo powerful, that it would be 
impoffible to hold your hand there at the depth of a foot. If you remove 
the cruft, you fee fulphur fublimated into yellow fpiculae, lb eafy to be 
broken, that you cannot pret^rve them. 

I'here alfo rifes Ibme fmoke from the clefts of the neighbouring rocks. 
A few paces from this fpot we found another mouth, which prefented to us 
incruftations of a hard white matter, fimilar to Cimolian earth, more or 
lefs charged with alum. We faw there others, at a little diftance, prefent- 
ing the fame fubftances: prefently we were furrounded by fmokc-vents. 
We faw around us different openings, whence iffued a fmell fo fulphurcous 
and fetid, that we could fcarcely breathe. The heat of the ground was 
very fcnfibly felt: we both funk at the fame moment, and we thought our- 
felves fwallowed up. Neither fervants nor guides had dared to follow us. 
We were aware of our imprudence, and we haftened to leave the place. 

We do not imagine that we dilcovered all the openings by which the 
I'moke efcapesj but we arc well affured that the mountain is conliderabiy 
heated towards its fummit; that this beat, which is burning in certain 
places, is very moderate in fome others, and that it is, in general, more 
perceptible wherever there is any confiderable rent or fiffurc. A particu¬ 
larity which we remarked, is that the fummit of the mountain prefents a 
fehiftofe ftratum of about a toife in thicknefs, which has not experienced 
the adtion of fire. 

We amuled ourfelves in fcratching up the earth in feveral places; and 
we found, at the depth of a few inches, a white earth, warm and moift, 
which may be kneaded at pleafure: it is of the fame nature as Cimolian 

earth. 
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earth, anil, like it, exhibits trap Hill diftinft from felfpar*. We thruft 
down our cancs every where with the gBcatcft facility, and without ever 
finding the fmalleft pbftacle. It is not to be doubted here that Cimolian 
earth is a dccompofition of the rock of porphyry itfelf, flowly attacked by 
heat and the (aline and fulphureous evaporations which rife from the 
bofom of the mountain. 

We faw, a little lower, ftrata of different nature, lava ponderous and 
ferruginous, fragments of pumice-ftone, ochreous earths mixed, gray volcanic 
alhcs, very fine and very light, which made us conjefture that the cxplo- 
fions which have taken place at the fummit, are very ancient, and that they 
may be dated, perhaps, from the period when Milo, Cimolis, and Po- 
LTNO, were at the fame time fubjedt to the aftion of the fame fubterranc- 
ous fires. The dccompofition which the lava of Calamo has experienced, 
is already in a very advanced ftate, and refcmbles that which is to be re¬ 
marked in every part of the ifland. The upper ftrata arc, in a great meafure 
rcfolved into an earthy ftate. Gypfum has already been formed in fomc of 
thefe ftrata, and thofe which ftill have any folidity, are very^ ferruginous, 
and little different, as to appearance, from the fcoriae of iron. 

We returned to dine at Miloj and, in the evening, we went to vifit 
the quarter where is formed plumofe alum, of which the ancients and 

• Tke analyiis of this earth gave Citizen VAUiyjELiN, on a hundred parts; 


1. Silex - - > . . . 66 

2. Alumine .... 20 

3. Oxyde of iron ... 1 

4* Lime ..... ^ 

5. Muriat of foda ... 2 

6 . Water . . • . - 6 

l.ofs I 
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moderns have equally fpokcn. It is a quarter of a league from the town, in 
nearly an eafterly direflion. At a diftance are perceived the great banks 
of whitiih earth, in which fevcral openings have been made at different 
periods for the extraftion of alum; but feveral of them have been clofcd, 
or have fallen in of themfelves, owing to the bad manner in which the mines 
have been worked, and there is but one at prefent into which a perfon can 
enter. It is very probable that the grotto mentioned by Touhnefo nr, no 
longer exifts at this day, fince the defeription which he gives of it, cannot 
agree with that into which we ourfelves entered. 

Its opening is two feet fquare: it is lituated at tlic foot of a deep de¬ 
clivity, on which we found cry Hals of gypfum grouped, of a particular 
form, which Citizen Hauy has named gypfe laminiforme (laminated or 
plate gypfum). After having pulled off our coats, and lighted our tapers, 
we Hid down a dope obftrufted partly by detached earth. The grotto 
afterwards rifes and grows wider, and, as you defeend lower, the heat 
becomes ftronger and ftronger. We placed a thermometer at the bottom 
to afeertain the degree of it, and we employed ourfelves very quickly in 
examining the tides of the grotto, in order to get out of it with all expe¬ 
dition; for we experienced fome difficulty in breathing, although our tapers 
conftantly gave us a very bright light. 

All the infide aiipcars to be nothing but a white, friable earth, ftrongly 
charged with alum. The tides are clothed with a falinc cruft more or let's 
thick: in different places are to be remarked cryftals of gypfum, called 
gypfe aciculaire (acicular gypfum) by Citizen Hauy, united or grouped 
in beautiful white fpiculae, eight or nine lines long. Ihcre are alfo to be 
feen taline laminre under a different form, and which, at firft tight, rcfemble 
very fine carded cotton, that might have been, as it were, glued againtl 
the walls of the grotto. The microfeope (licws very linall tpiculse of alum, 
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dilpofcd In various direftions. If you detach this faline crufi, it eafily 
breaks, and exhibits veiy loofe filaments, united in bundles from one to 
ten, twelve, or fifteen lines in length. This is wh.at the ancients and the 
moderns have called alumeu plumojinny or plumofe alum : tome of the 
fame is found in a few of the volcanoes of Ital v j and, according to Flint, 
fome formerly came from Egypt. 

Plumofe alum is eafdy difiinguilhed from the cryilals of gypfum which 
are in the fame grotto, not only by fimple infpedtion, the one being in the 
form of needles, ahd the other in very loofe filaments, clofcly confined, but 
alfo by putting them on the tongue; thefe lafl are infipid, while the other 
has a tafte of alum, which is fcnfibly perceived. 

We remained not more than five minutes in the grotto; we came out 
of it bathed with fweat, with an extreme want of breathing the open air. 
>Vfter refiling a few moments, I went to fetch the thermometer which I hud 
placed at the bottom; it indicated thirty degrees of heat. 

The Inhabitants told us, that all the part fituated to tJ:e eafl, and to 
the fouth of the town, is hot to a certain depth. They fpid.e to us of 
grottoes, whence there iffues fmoke, and of others where is found a liquor 
extremely acrid and fait, of which TouRNEFoaT gives feme details. Alum 
makes its appearance every where, while fulphur (hews itfclf only in a few 
places. 

On the firft of Thermidor (the 19th of July), we went to fee the public 
baths called Loutra, fituated at the bottom of a rifing ground near the 
highway which leads from the town to the roadftcad. You enter by (looping 
into a natural grotto, and you arrive by two narrow, difficult paflages, at 
a fpacious hall, where you find a bafin of hot water ftrongly charged with 

alum 
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alum and marine fait. Thefe two falts are united and cryftallizcd through¬ 
out the infide of this hall. Although it is very hot there, we, nevcr- 
thelefs, breathed without any great difficulty, and we think that a perfon 
may pafs a few hours without fuffering, either in this natural vapour-bath, 
or in the water of the balin. 

The Greeks formerly flocked from all the Cyclades to make ufe of 
thefe waters, in moft diforders of the Ikin, as well as in rheumatifm and 
palfy. Thefe baths were alfo for a long time frequented by perfons aft'efted 
with any venereal complaint. They arc nearly delertcd fince the ifland has 
loft, its population, and fince the harbour fcarccly receives any more flrips. 

A hundred paces from this fpot is found, on the fea-fhorc, towards the 
place where the country-barks call anchor, a very copious fpring of hot 
water, which iffues from different places, and fome portions of which arc 
feen to fpout out even into the fea. It is fo hot that a perfon cannot hold 
ills hand in it, and its extremely acrid flavour announces that it is ftrongly 
impregnated with alum and marine fait, as well as the preceding. 

On quitting thefe fprings, and directing our fteps to the north, we gained 
the heights, and, after half an hour’s walk, we arrived at the opening of 
four very fpacious grottoes, which now ferve as a retreat for flocks. At 
firft are perceived the traces of a confidcrable depreffion of the earth, which 
has taken place at their entrance, and which has difeovered the part that 
ferv'ed them as a veftibule. There are ftill to be remarked the traces of the 
ftaircafe which afforded the means of defeending thither, and the walls of 
tire interior prclcnt fquare cavities, clothed with cement, which one would 
imagine to have been intended for containing water. The rock is gray, 
volcanic, porou;, and appears to have been half-vitrified. On the right face 
of the firft grotto, is feen a gallery five or fix feet high, by about three 

u 2 wide 
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wide, whicli admits of defeending by fcveral divifions into the inlide of the 
fubterraneous cavern. As you proceed, you find, to the right and left, 
chambers from eight to ten feet fquare, the ufc of which it is difficult to 
divine. This firft gallery is not always ftraight: fometimes it runs winding, 
fometimes it rifes in an oblique line, and fometimes it communicates with 
other galleries dug three or four feet lowerj which ought to be carefully 
remarked by thofc who entangle themfelves in thefc places, for they would 
run the rilk of getting dangerous falls if they went without precaution, and 
without, as it were, feeling their way. 

We had for fome time been examining thefe gloomy windings, with a 
flambeau in our hand, when we were flopped all at once by a w'all in mafonry, 
which had probably been erefted for the purpofc of intercepting all com¬ 
munication with the refl of the cavern. It required a fledge hammer and a 
great deal of time to make a hole and furmount this obflacle. The road 
rofe behind this wall, and condudled us to a large chamber which com¬ 
municated, on its right, by a door, with another room of the fame fize, 
and by four fquare openings, made in the thicknefs of the intermediate 
partition. Thefe laft are at the height of two feet: they arc dug in the 
form of a trough or rather of a manger, and the angles of the jams have 
been pierced as if for the purpofe of paffing through them the halter of the 
animals that might have there been tied up to eat. 

On the fidcs of thefe two chambers, are to be remarked projedtions in 
the form of brackets, which feem to have been intended for fupporting lamps 
for lighting them. There are likewile feen niches of different iizes, the 
intention of which appears to have been to receive fome piece of furniture or 
ibme articles of daily ufe. We made many more turnings and windings, 
and we came out of this fubterraneous cavern with the perfuafion that it has 
ferved as a place of habitation to men at a period, perhaps, when the inha- 
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bitants of the ifland, few in number, were obliged to conceal themfclves, 
in order to avoid pirates or enemies who threatened their property and their 
life. 

In this cavern, wc experienced no other heat than that of all cellars: wc 
there faw no trace of alum: every where the walls w'ere very dry, and wc 
breathed there with the greateft facility. 

After having in vain made fome attempts to learn from our guides, 
whether there were in the environs other grottoes or other fubterraneous 
caverns worthy of remark, we continued our route in order to proceed to 
Castro, commonly called Sifours by the Provencal mariners, who have ima¬ 
gined that they found fome rcfemblance in the elevated pofition of th.is 
village, with that of the fame name which lies in the environs of Tourox, 

We law a few lands cultivated, and many others which might with ad¬ 
vantage be fo, if the inhabitants were more numerous. We foon got on 
higher ground, and we reached the foot of the peak on the fummit of which 
the village is built. Here the road is made acrofs rocks of bafaltes, flippery 
and almofl inacceflible, which feem always on the point of detaching them- 
felves in fragments. The viil^e is dirty. The ftreets, or rather the ladders 
of rocks which form the divifions of them, are alfo dirty, covered with hc^ 
and filth. No other than ciftern water is to be found, and the fmalleR 
wind relembles a hurricane. But all thefe difadvantages are compenlated by 
the falubrity of the air that is breathed on this lofty peak. Among the old 
men that we faw there, one of them, a hundred and two years of age, en¬ 
joyed good health: his ruddy look and his fupple and mufcular limbs Rill 
announced feveral years of life. 


The 
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The women of this village employ themfelvcs the whole year 'in knitting 
cotton {lockings for the ufc of the country, and for that of the Europeans: 
they alfo make fomc coaric calicoes for thcmfclvcs. The men cultivate the 
earth, or are mariners. Among them are reckoned fifteen pilots, for the 
AucnrrEi.ACJo and for Syria, who arc employed by the (hips of war be¬ 
longing to the European powers that navigate thefe feas. 

From this elevated Ipot, the eye reaches without obftaclc over a vafl extent 
of fea, and over lome ifiands fituated in the north part. It is faid, that, 
when the horizon is clear, you can even perceive, to the north-well, the 
mountains of the Moiika. You have a view of almoft all the eaflcrn-part 
of Milo. To the fouth you diflinguifli all the windings of the roadflead, 
and you have then before you an amphitheatre of hills and mountains 
clothed with verdure, and crowned by' Mount St. Elias, the moft lofty' 
point of the illand. 

When you have for fomc time enjoyed this majcflic pidlurc, the eye be¬ 
comes fatigued i you wiflr to defeend into the plain, and ice near at hand, 
and in detail, other objcils. On the zd (zoth of July) at break of day, on 
diredling our route towards the roadflead, we found to the fouth fouth-weft 
of Castho, after half an hour’s walk, fome ruins which we judged to be 
thofe of the ancient capital of the ifland. They extend to the environs of 
the fea, towards the cape defignated by feamcn under the name of JioM- 
BAitJOA. They confift of a few portions of the walls of the town flill {land¬ 
ing, and ruins of ancient edifices which appeared to us to have belonged to 
temples, and laftly of an enclofure of large high walls in dry floncs, con- 
Rruded in fo fubftantial a manner, that they are in much better prelcrva- 
tion than thofe built with mortar. In thefe walls have been employed blocks 
of a folid lava, irregularly cut, but the angles of which correfpond to each 
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other with fo much procifion, that their junftion forms an aflbmblage ftriking 
from its fimplicity and folidity. 

In the middle of this enclofurc rifcs a natural hill, on whofe fummit there 
is at prcfent a church of caloycrs, winch we conceive to have been built on 
the ruins of a temple. Independently of the ancient materials employed in 
the conftrudion of this modern church, there are ftill iecn fome beautiful 
and entire pillars of granite, half buried in the ground, and fome others 
fmaller, but broken. In different places arc perceived veftiges of ancient ha¬ 
bitations, fragments of brick and potter’s ware, excavations made in the 
rock, the greater part of which, ftill arched, and coated w'ith cement, appear 
to have been fo many cifterns. 

The lite of the ancient town, called Cljma by the modern Greeks, has 
neither been vilited by Touunefort, by M. »e Ciioiseul, nor by any 
other traveller, fince not one of them have fpoken of it; chance led us 
thither, and to it too arc we indebted for the difeovery of the fepulchrcs 
which are fituated to the eaft of thefc ruins. 

After having paffed a deep ravine, the hill which we met with was formed 
of a light white ftonc, partly vitrified, and fomewhat fimilar to pumice-ftone. 
Here it was probably that the inhabitants of Milo had dug their burying- 
placcs at an epoch which is unknown to us. Whoever has feen the Cata¬ 
combs in the environs of Ai.E.vANmuA, will here difeover the fame genius 
and the fame tafte which planned the former. Among them are to be 
found fome, which entirely refemble certain chambers of the catacombs of 
Egypt, where arc feen pillars cut in tufa, facades feuiptured round farco- 
phagi, and even garlands painted on the cement with which they were 
coated on the inlidc. But thofe of Mn.o are, in general, fmaller than 
thofe of Eg VPT, and wc met but with one in this quarter, which was diftri- 
* buted 
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butcd into feveral chambers, aU Co difpofed as to terminate at a common 
veflibulc. 

As you proceed along the hill, the catacombs become more numerous. 
Some are fecn in a few fleep places, feveral rows the one above the other, 
and fomc are perceived even on the declivity of the oppofite mountain ■, but 
you mufl ftill go a little farther, and on the very top of the hill, in a place 
called Thy piTi *, in otder to be aftonilhed at their number, their proxi¬ 
mity, and the advantage w'hich the inhabitants had found means to derive 
anciently from this fituation, incapable of producing any thing, in order to 
make of it the afylum of the dead. 

You defeend eight or ten fleps by an aperture two feet wide, and you 
find yourfelf in a chamber twenty-five or thirty feet long, by eight or ten 
wide, and eight or nine high. Each of thefe catacombs generally contains 
Icven farcophagi, three on each fide, and one alone at the further end; 
but this was not an invariable rule, fince, out of the number, we met with 
fome, where there were but five fepulchrcs, two on each fide, and one at the 
further end; others, much fmaller, where three only could be reckoned; 
and fome, indeed few in number, where the fepulchres were to the number 
of eight, two of which were at the farther end of the chamber. 

Here the places of the dead did not confift in cells deeply dug into the 
walls of galleries, as arc feen in the catacombs of Acexandbia, but in real 
farcophagi of five feet and a half or fix feet in length, and of a foot or 
fifteen inches in depth, furmounted by an arch, the whole dug in the 
lock. 


* From rcirm, which Signifies hole. 
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We perceived Greek charaflers traced on the fpace which lies between the 
top of the arches and the beginning of the roof; but we were unable to 
decypher them, fo much were they effaced. We doubt not that perfons 
more experienced than we were in reading inferiptions, and who (hall employ 
in this relearch the time neceflary, may there difeover interefting particulars, 
read perhaps names known in hillory, and find at lealt the period at which 
the Greeks of Milo wiflicd to preferve the remains of thole whom death 
had juft taken away. 

We faw fcveral families fettled on thefe catacombs: they inhabit huts, 
and apply themfelves to the culture of the lands which are lituated below. 
They avail themfelves of the winter rains to fill with water the greater part 
of thefe fepulchral chambers, and diftribute it, during the fummer, according 
to the wants of the foil. We faw a cultivator employed in deftroying the 
ftaircale of one of theft catacombs, which he was going to transform into a 
ciftern: a ftcond was taking away the earth from another, in the lame 
intention. A third was making at the foot an outlet, which he was at 
liberty to open and to Ihut at pleafure. But in all cafes, whether thefe 
catacombs were deferted, or whether they were converted into cifterns, they 

all had Hill the farcophagi which we have juft mentioned. 

# 

We were alTured, in the country, that fometimes, in clearing out theft 
fepulchral chambers, there were found urns of earth, vafts, and other 
utenfils of the like nature; yet, whatever reftarches we made, it was out 
of our power to procure any. Some of thoft to whom wc addrefled our- 
ftlvcs, told us that they had given or fold ftveral to the Ruffians, in the war 
before the laft with the Turks. 

If wc confider the prodigious number of theft catacombs, by the fide 
of the ruins which occupy a rather great extent; if wc pay attention to 
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the walls built with folidity, to the pillars and to the pieces of marble 
and granite which evidently belong to temples and fumptuous edihees; if 
we refleft on the advantageous pofition of the town within reach of the 
roadftead, on an elevated promontory, far from the infeflions of the plain 
and the dangerous vapours of the call and fouth part of the ifland, we 
cannot forbear to admit that it was formerly the fite of the capital. 

Mli-os, according to Thucvdices, was independent, and enjoyed the 
greateft liberty, long before the Pcloponnefian w'ar, in which all Greece, 
the iflands of the Archipelago, and the principal towns of the weft 
coafts of Asia Minor, had alike taken part. The inhabitants of Melos, 
ftrongly folicited by the Athenians on the one hand, and, on the other, 
attached to the Lacedaemonians, from whom they defeended, wilhed, in 
the midft of this terrible war, to remain quiet, and obferve a wife neutrality. 
Tlie Athenians were fo irritated at this condudV, that they dilpatched 
Nicias with a fleet of fixty (hips, and two thoufand land-forces, to punilh 
them for the refufal which they had made to furnifli their quota of troops. 
Nicias ravaged the ifland j but he could not, with fo feeble an army, 
fucceed in taking the town, which was defended by all the inhabitants af- 
fcmbled. 

The Athenians, fome time after, lent two other generals, who were not 
more fuccefsful than Nicias, although their army was more numerousj 
but Philochates having brought frelh troops, the Miliots were reduced 
to the greateft extremity, and obliged to furrender. The Athenians, on 
this occaiion, no lefs implacable in their refentment than ferocious in 
their vengeance, indiferiminately maflacred all the men in a condition to 
bear arms, and made flaves of the women and children, whom they carried 
away to Attica. 


The 
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The illand was re-peopled by five hundred perfons whom they fent 
thither, and to whom they gave the property of thofe that they had juft 
murdered. In the mean time the Athenians, conquered in their turn by 
Lysander, general of the Lacedsemonian troops, and obliged to fur- 
render at diferetion, found themfelves forced to recall their colony, and the 
unfortunate remains of the Miliots were then enabled to return to their 
illand, and to put themfelves again in pofleflion of the property that had 
been taken from them. 

This illand, like all thofe of the Arciupel ago, palled under the do¬ 
mination of the Romans; it afterwards made part of the empire of the 
East. Mauco Sanudo united it, with all the Cyclades, to the dutchy 
of Naxos. It was then detached from it in favour of Francesco Crispo, 
and at length fubjeded to the Ottoman Empire of Barbarossa. 

Milo is about fixty miles in circumference: its harbour, one of the 
fineft and moft fpacious of the Archipelago, can contain a numerous 
fleet: it has, like that of Naussa, in the Illand of Paros, the incon¬ 
venience of facing the north; which is the reafon that a fliip can with 
dilEculty get out of it, becaufe the wind, in thefe parts, conftantly blows 
in fummer, and very frequently in winter, from that quarter. Although 
the anchorage is every where good, veflTels, in the winter leafon, prefer 
Iheltering themfelves from the north wind behind the promontory, ,near 
which we have faid that the ancient town was built. Near the entrance of 
the harbour are fecn Tome rocks of bafaltes, againft which the waves 
break with impetuofity and a dreadful roaring. The finall defert illand, 
called Anti-Milo by mariners, is to be remarked a few miles to the 
north-weft, and appeared to us volcanic like that of Milo. 
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The whole population of the ifland amounts not at the prefent day to five 
hundred peribns, and this number would diminifii daily, did there not come 
annually from the More a unfortunate people whom difirefs occafions to 
emigrate, and whom the culture of the lands attracts to Milo. The cap- 
tain-pacha has feme difficulty in levying at prefent 2500 piaftres by way of 
impoft. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER X. 


Return to CitaoMs.'—Departure from S^xAotiti.-^De/cription of that ifiand, 
■—Formation of its roadfiead and of the three ijlands there Jiluated.-— 
Indujlry of the inhabitants. — Productions. — Impoft.—Natural hijlory .— 
Extent of the roadfead and depth of the fea. 

In the morning of the 3d cf Thermidor (21ft of July), we departed from 
Castro, very well fatisfied with having preferved, on a peHilential illand, 
that health which was fo neceflary to us for the continuation of our travels. 
We went to the fliorc of Apollonia, and embarked for Cimolis, where 
we preferred remaining till we could find an opportunity of repairing to San- 
TORiN. That very evening we were fo fortunate as to hire a boat belong¬ 
ing to SiKiNOS, the crew of which were known to the inhabitants of 
C1M01.IS, and the honefiy of whole captain was warranted to us by the 
primates. 

This precaution is not to be neglected in the illands of the Archipe* 
EAGO, and even throughout the Levant, where every one may ijavi- 
gate without papers, without patents, or without commiflions. An Euro¬ 
pean traveller would be highly imprudent, were he to embark here with 
mariners for whom no one would be refponfible: he would run a rilk of 
foiling into the hands of fome pirates or of fomc villains, who would not 
fiul to plunder him, and to throw him overboard, as foon as a favourable 
opportunity ihould o^er. 
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We fet out early on the 4th {zzd of July), and rowed along the well 
coaft of CiMOLis, in order to get to windward as much as poflible, waiting 
for the north wind to fpring up. The fea was fmooth, and the iky clear 
and fercne. Our failors, pulling at the fame time, fang the exploits of the 
pirate Lambko, while we were obicrving the rocks of Cimolis, and the 
windings of that elevated coall. About nine o’clock they let the fails, and 
fhaped a courfe towards the fbuth point of Sikinos. At two o’clock in 
the afternoon, we were to the fouthward of that illand, and in the evening, 
before fun-fet, we anchored in the little harbour of San Nicoj.o, lituated 
towards the north point of Santohin {Plate VJI). The diflance from 
CiMOLis to Saxtorin is fifteen or fixteen leagues. Immediately on our 
arrival, we took a boat to go to Phjra, in order to wait on the Latin bifliop, 
for whom we had brought letters from Naxos. 

Nothing more frightful than the violent convulfion which has taken place 
over all the interior coaft of Thera, Therasia, and Asfronisi i nothing 
more aftonifliing than the formation of the roadftead, and of the three iilands 
which have iiTued from the bottom of the fea at known periods. The coaft 
of Santorin, nearly a hundred toifes in elevation in fome places, prc- 
fents itfclf like a perpendicular mountain, formed of various ftrata and of 
different banks of volcanic fubftances. There has been fome difficulty in 
making a prafticable road for afcending from the fea to Apanomeria and to 
Phira. Every where clfe it would be impoffible to climb up a coaft riling 
fo fuddenly and (b inacceffible. 

On landing under Phira (A), we law feveral fmall veffels moored to the 
rocks of the coaft: we remarked a conllderable bank of rofe coloured puz- 
.zolana, in which have been dug very extenlive ftorchoufes in order to hicili- 
tate the exportation of the wine that the iiland produces. We obferved, 
in afcending, feveral ftrata of volcanic alhes, gray or bluilh; banks of 

pumice- 
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pumice-ftonc of a blackifli gray, intermixed with fragments and blocks of 
bafaltes. We afterwards perceived different ftrata of puzzolana of a bright 
red; a rock of bafaltes on which are to be diflinguifhed pumtce-ftone> and 
volcanic alhes varioufly coloured; laftly, a very thick flratum of white 
pumice-ftone, which extends over the whole furface of the ifland, and which 
is likewife found on Therasia and on Aspronisi. It took us near half an 
hour to afeend from the fea to the village. 

Under Apanomeria, the ftrata are nearly fimilar to thole which we 
have juft mentioned, except that, towards the middle of the coaft, there is 
to be remarked a confiderable bank of puzzolana of a beautiful red and of 
an excellent quality, which extends, at the fame time diminiihing in thick- 
nefs, to the right and to the left, and which is found again in the fame di¬ 
rection on the eaftern coaft of Therasia. 

The Latin bifhop, named received us with much polltcnefs, 

made us (hare his table, lodged us conveniently, procured us all the infor¬ 
mation that w'c wanted, and even carried his complaifance fo far as to defire 
his nephew to accompany us in the different excurfions which we undertook 
in the ifland. 

The next day after our arrival, we vifited all the north part. We went 
to PBiRo-SrEPHAm, and to Mf/re'vei.i.1. We turned out of the rd’ad 
to lee Scauro, fituated on a very lofty, volcanic rock, which advances into 
the fea. This is the fee of the Latin bifliop: here he generally pafles the 
winter, and comes to Phira only in the fummer. Scauro was tolerably 
well fortified and fufficiently peopled when the ifland belonged to the Dukes 
of Naxos. The inhabitants are at this day abandoning it by degrees, in 
order to eftablifh themfelves at Phira and at Puiro-Stephani, two vil¬ 
lages which appear likely to be foon united and form but one. From this 

fpot 
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rpot nre went to Little St. Elias, a hill fcarcely higher than the ground 
on which Scauho and Me're'vslli are fituatcd. 

The llratum of white pumicc-ftone which covers the whole ifland, is 
wanting in this fpot: either the rains have carried it away, the ground being 
on a dope in the north part, or this hill has been the focus of a volcano a 
long time after the formation of this ftratumj which is much more pro¬ 
bable. In fadt, in the upper part of Little St. Elias are to be perceived 
dififerent apertures through which the fubterraneous fires have efcaped, and 
the fubflances that they have thrown out. All round arc here feen blackifli 
fcorix fimilar to drofs of iron, and a hard, fpongy Hone, of a beautiful 
ferruginous red, which extends along the coaft as far as Scauro. Towards 
the foot of the hill, we found the fame kind of puzzolana as we had feen 
the day before below Apaxomeria; and as it was nearly of the fame 
height, we judged that it belonged to the fame bank. 

On the following days, we vifited, both by fea and by land, the Ibuth 
part of the ifland as far as the point of Acrotisi, The coaft, here as 
well as in the north part, is every where lofty, perpendicular towards the 
roadftead, and formed of various volcanic ftrata, nearly fimilar to thofc 
which we had remarked below Pjiira. The ground lies more or lefs on 
a flope from this coaft to the other, and is every where covered, as we have 
fald elfewhere, with feveral toifes of worn down pumicc-ftone, on which 
has been formed a little vegetable earth. Mounts St. Stephen and 
St. Elias tower above all the land of Santorin, and though lightly 
covered, in fome places, with the fame fort of pumice-ftone, it is feen that 
they have not experienced the a(ftion of fire. They are entirely calcareous, 
and formed of a whltifti marble, of a rather bad quality. 
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What we fay of Thera or of Santorix, likewife applies IoTherasia : 
this laft, like the other, is covered with feveral toiles of pumice-ftone: - its 
coaft is lofty, and perpendicular towards the roadftead, and the ground lies 
on a Hope to the oppolite coaft. Aspuomisi, formerly Automatl*, is 
not fo lofty, but it is, like the other two, rent internally and covered with 
feveral toifes of pumice-ftone, whence it has obtained the name of White 
Island, which it bears at prefentf-. 

After having vifited with the greateft attention Thera, Therasia, and 
Aspronisi, and convinced ourfelves that thefe three iflands, at a remote 
epoch, muft have formed but one; and that there has taken place a fudden 
and violent depreffion which has divided them, it remained for us to fee 
whether the three illands of the road prefented an organization different 
from the other three. We employed a whole day in this examination, and 
we had reafon to be fatisfied in feeing that, even had not hiftoiy told us any 
thing on this fubje£t, thefe iflands carry with them the ftamp of the period 
of their formation.] 

From Phira we deflxnded to the little harbour which is fituated at the 
foot of the coaft (A). There we took a boat, and went to land on Little 
Kamueni, called Micra Caimeni by the Greeks. The diftance from the 
harbour to the ifland is reckoned two miles. It is of a conical form, and 
is feparated from the other only by a very narrow channel, in which beats 
and vefl[els Ibmetimes moor. 


• Thtra, cum frimum calUftt diifa. Ex ca a*vul/a fojiea Thcrajia% citqut inter duns cnatA 

mex Plin. HUl. Nat. lib. iv, cap. xii. 

From white, and from ifland. 
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On this ifland nothing is fecn but volcanic allies, blackifli or reddifh, 
which have run in all direftions, and have ifiued from the crater that is dif- 
covered on the fummit. Among thefe alhes are fome fragments of bafaltes, 
and there is already to be perceived a commencement of vegetation; among 
others may be remarked a little fig-tree and fome gramineous plants. 

New Kammeni, Nea Ca7meni, is upwards of a mile in length, and pre- 
fents a frightful afpc^t when it is viewed near at hand. It is entirely fludded 
with blocks of black bafaltes, broken, fharp on their edges, and irregularly 
heaped up. We landed in a fmall cove (B). The waters there are of a 
grecnifh yellow; they have loft their tranfparcncy, fo much fo, that we could 
not perceive the bottom at the depth of a foot. The colour of the waters, 
in this place, is diftinguifhed very well from Phira, efpecially when the fea 
is fmooth. A few yards from the (hore is a little morafs (C), where the 
waters are more coloured than in the cove. As they cannot be renewed there 
in the fummer, they exhale an odour fb fetid, that we had like all at once 
to have fainted: we got away very quickly from fo infectious a fpot, and we 
wifhed to attempt to penetrate into the interior of the ifland; but all our 
efforts were fruitlefsj it was impoffible for us to walk on thefe (harp-edged 
maffes of bafaltes, without running the rifk of having our feet cut, and our 
limbs broken at every ftep. 

To the eaft of the morafs is a conical eminence, on which are ftill per¬ 
ceived the different mouths whence iffued fire at the time of the formation 
of the ifland. It is covered with volcanic afhes of various colours, worn 
down bafaltes and pumice-ftone, on which vegetation is juft beginning to. 
eftablifh itfelf. The reft of the ifland is iels elevated, and neither prefents 
earth nor afhes, nor any fort of plant. 


Thougli 
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Tliough the waters of the cove and of the tnorafs, of which we have juft 
Ipoken, are ftrongly coloured by exhalation.s and fubftances which are pro¬ 
bably detached from the bottom; though this place is very certainly the 
focus of a volcano, which, perhaps, will, ere long, manifeft itlblf by fomc 
frclh explofion, the waters, neverthelefs, did not api^ear to us hot; true it 
is that wc had it not in our power to judge of them but by the contadt of 
the hand. We had left our thermometers at Phira. We likewife remarked 
on the weft coaft of JIiera foine receffes where the water appeared in like 
manner llightly coloured; and on almoft all the fliore of thefe three iflands 
is feen a ferruginous fubftance which is depoflted there, and which tinges 
the ftones of a beautiful deep red. 

The ifland Hiera or Old Kammeni is upwards of a mile in length; like 
both the preceding, it appears to be nothing but a mafs, without regular 
llrata, of volcanic fubftances, and particularly of rocks of bafaltes. It is 
covered with a little earth mixed with pumice-ftoncs and volcanic athes, 
which has given rife to the vegetation that has there been long eftabliftied. 
This iftand is defert and uncultivated. In the fummer only afles and mules 
are fent thither to graze. We think that the vine and the olive-tree would 
grow there tolerably well, and that Icveral families might live there on the 
produce of the land. There is not as yet any trace of vegetation on the part 
marked (D): it is lefs elevated than the reft of the ifland, and evidently 
appears of more modern formation. It is nothing but fragments of bafalfcs, 
on which no earthy ftratum is yet formed, and the period even of this muft 
be remote, unlefs fome frefh explofion cover again thefe rocks W'ith volcanic 
aflies which may promote vegetation. 


On Hiera, are remarked clefts fomewhat confiderable, which take the 
diredlion of its length, and extend almoft from the one extremity to the 
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other. They have, no doubt, been occailoned by the earthquakes which 
have very frequently taken place in thefe countries. 

11 is time to fpeak of the formation of the three volcanic iilands that 
are fituated in the road of Santorik, the periods of which arc tolerably 
well marked, either in the ancient, or in fome modern authors. 

Tourkefort has not fufEciently well obferved that the two iflands 
Therasia and Aspronisi muft have made part of the large one, and that 
the two Kammenis, the Old one and the Little one, which exillcd in his 
time, appear, even at firft fight, of more modern formation than the others. 
Therasia, on which Ptolemy places a town, and which Plinv conjec¬ 
tures, with reafon, to have been detached from Thera, cannot be taken for 
Asproxisi, nor the latter for the former, as Tournefort imagines. 
Aspronisi is not confiderable enough for there ever to have been on it the 
fmalleft little village, the fmalleft habitation; while Therasia has fufficient 
extent, and its territory is fufficiently good to have been always the fite of a 
town, as one is ftill to be fecn there at the prefent day. Toitunefout 
adds that Therasia always bore the name of Hikua. The pofition, ac¬ 
cording to authors, of the Ifiand of Hiera, between Thera and Thera¬ 
sia, leaves no doubt, and demonftrates that Tourxefort is miftaken. 
Befides the inhabitants of Santorin, whom we mull confider as authority 
in'this cafe, ftill name thofe iflands as we have marked them on the chart, 
the one TitT.nAsiAt the other .^^spROJVJs/, and the third Z*ALA/A'CaiM£A’2. 

Hiera or the Sacred Ifland was dedicated to the gods of hell, bccaufe 
it had been feen to ifluc all on fire from the bottom of the fca through the 
cfTeA of a volcano. Pliny fays that this event took place one hundred'and 
thirty years after that which bad feparated Thera from Therasia. M. d>e 

CllOISECI 
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Choisewl affirms, according to Father Hardouih, that there is a 

in the dates, and that it was not till forty years after that the lilaad of His&a. 

made its appearance. 

Brictivs fays that in the year 47, there arofe all on a fudden from the 
bottom of the fea, near Thera, a frnall ifland which had not yet been feen* * * § .. 

In the year 196, before J. C. fays Justinus, there was feen to iflue after 
an earthquake, an ifland between Thera and Therasia, which was called- 
Sacred, and which was dedicated to Peuto-^. 

DiO'X Cassius mentions the fudden-appearance of a fmall ifland near that 
of Thera, during the reign of Ceaupius. Syncellvs mentions it in the 
forty>nxth year after J. C. and places it between Thera and Therasia. 
But it appears that,, fome time after, there arofr another ifland called Thia, 
which difappeared or was united to the Sacred Ifland. Mention is made of 
it in Pliny X, in Th£OBHAN£s§, and in Brl£tius|[. * 


• Hoc aMKa (Cbrijli 4,7 ) juxtm Thtram iujidam, farva in/uhi ante non mi fa, refftnti apfaruif, mare 
enim hoe j£geum in hac parte fni, fertile fuit nemarum itfularum jubindi ex funJo eefooris trumpentitan, 
Bkiet. anno mundo Venet* 1692. vol. ii. p. 65. 

f Eodem armo^ inur infulas Thiramenem et Tbtrafiam^ meMof utriu/qug ripdt et marts fpmio tsme* 
met us fuit in qua cum admtratiene navigantium^ reptntl ex prof undo cum caltdis aquis infuJa emerjitn 
fiuic Sacra nomen eji quee vota Plutoni, Annus uero 196 ante Chrifikm* Just, lib; xxx* Oftp. iv. 

X Et in noftro sento Thia juxta eandemr Hieram nmta% Plxn-, Ub. iv. cap- xiu 

§ Sub Leone Ifaurico iconomacho refert Baronins : inter Tberam et l^herafiam cycladas infulas9 primo 
wapor ut ex camiuo ignis nsifus eft ehuUtre ex profunda maris per aliquas dies9 qm paulatim incrajjatus^ et 
dilatatus iotus igneus e^aruit, poftea *vero petrinos pusnices grandest et cumulos quofdam- tran/miftt per 
uninxrjam minorem Aftam et Lejbo^ et Ahydum maritimam Macedeniee^ adeb ut etiam tota fuperfides 
maris iifdem contegeretur. In mode autem tanti igniss wrva repenti infula ex terrm congerie fa^a infulm 
quet Sacra die it ur 9 copulata eft, 

II In lonio maris inter Tkeretm et Tberafiams en^t ignis e marts quern fecuta ingens ntis pumicum9 et 
fanta, ut Htam ^£gei maris faeiam impieret ; ac deuiquk indidem emerjit infula ex terree congprie ftUias 
qtue fucree infulec copulata eft, Slui mans lotus femptr feecundus in hiftoriis legitur* BaiET. page 
236, 

{■. 
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Nothing remarkable afterwards happened till 1427, when a frefh expIo> 
lion produced a rather great and very dillinguifliable increafe to the Uland 
of Hiera (D), mention of which is made in fomc Latin verfes engraved on 
a marble at Scauro, near the church of the Jefuits*. In 1573, was formed, 
after a frelh exploQon which laded for fomc time, the Little Kamment, 
fuch as we fee it at the prefent day. father Richard, a Jefuit, fays that, 
in his time, there were feveral old men in San tori n, who had fecn that 
illand formed in the middle of the foa, and that they had, on that account, 
named it Mica a Caimeni, Little Burnt Island. 

When Tourxefort vilited Santorih at the beginning of the laft 
century, the New Kammeki was not yet in exiftence: it was not till fome 
years after, from 1707 to 1711, that it ifiued by degrees from the bofom of 
the fea, after various earthquakes. Every increafe that this illand received, 
was announced by a dreadful noifo, and followed by a white fmoke, thick 
and infectious. The whole was terminated by a Ihower of fragments of ba- 
laltes, pumice-ftoncs, and alhes, which were Ipread to a great diftance. The 
det^s of this memorable event are reported at length, either in the jour* 
nals of the times, or in a Latin pamphlet made on the (pot by a Jefuit prielt. 

If the reader refleft on the conliderable changes which the Illand of Sax- 
TORiN has experienced through the efieCts of a volcano that aCts on it from 
a very remote period, he will remark in them four principal periods, very 


Magmanimi franci/ce hertttm tirtiJfiMa pr^Us 
Vides cculis cladts, $mra didirt 
Milii fHodrigimtis CbriJH lahtntihus anms 
tmdtmj ijiis jungtmdo dtmhus 
^iptimo eaUndmt diombris wm r m mrt •omjh 
Tbirafimut immmus fmxm cmmmr 
Cmm gtmit, mmljb, } Jlmentrbus Hmis 
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diftin£t from each other. At the firft period the illand was limited to Mountf- 
St. Stephen and St. Elias, as far as the environs of Pirgos and of 
SARI A, the only places that are not volcanized. The fccond was the forma* 
tion of the reft of the illand as far as Therasia and Aspronisi. The 
roadlbead then did not cxilt, and the illand was as large again, of a rounded 
or oblong form: the ground role in the form of a calotte more or lels irregular 
at its fummit, commanded at one of the extremities by Mounts St. Stepheh 
and St. Elias. The third period was the fudden and extraordinary dcpref- 
(ion which took place in the middle of the illand, whence has xcfulted the 
roadRead. The fourth and lalt period, is the formation of three illands 
which have fucccffively iflucd from the bottom of the fea. Perhaps, there 
will one day be formed otbecsj perhaps,, all thefe illands will be united to 
each other, and all the fpace which the roadftead occupies, will again be 
filled up. It is impolfible to fotefee all the changes that may take place as 
tong as the volcano which exilb at Santorih, lliall be in adlivity.. 

We fay that there was a period when this illand' was lefs confidcrabic than 
it has been in the feqoel. In fadt, if we conlider that the three illands which 
form the road, are entirely compoled of fubftances vomited forth by a vol¬ 
cano, dlfpofed in Rrata and in banks, correlponding to^ each other, we (liall 
be inclined to Believe that all thefc -fubRances thrown out from the bottom 
of the lea, have formed an illand nearly circular. And then if we remark 
around the roadRead the coaft which is perpendicular a great way into thcffea,. 
is it not evident that there has been in the fequcl a fudden dcpreflion of a 
great part of the illand which went to occupy tlie voids that the anterior ex- 
plollons muft have formed? This depredloa by occalloning the circular 
rending which is to be remarked all round the roadRead, formed of a lingle 
one,, thele ifiaode known, iq antiquity by the names of Thxra, Therasia, 
and AutqM'Atb. Even, though the ancient authors had not tranfmitted. 
nearly the period at which the IfiatuLHioiRA iRued from the bottom, of the 

S' fea. 
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lea, even though we had not known the exa6l period of the fudden appear* 
ance of the Little and the New Kammeki, infpeAlon alone would indicate 
that thele three illands are of a formation very polterior to that of the other 
three i for, independently of their not prefenting the lame organization, they 
are not covered with that thick flratum of white pumice-ftone which is to 
be remarked in the Illands of.TnEiiA, Therasia, and Aspronisi. This 
ftratum appears evidently to have been produced before the appearance of 
Thera, and even before the formation of the roadftead, lince no traces of it 
are to be feen on that illand, and lince it does not Ihew itfelf on any of the 
advanced parts of the coall. 

Sahtorin, according to Plinv, received the name of Calista or 
HAKiysoME IsLAKV, after having ifliied from the bofom of the waters: it af¬ 
terwards bore that of T’ueba, one of its kings: the name which it has at the 
prefent day, is formed of that of St. Irene, to whom the illand was dedi¬ 
cated under the emperors of the £afL 

It is not to be doubted that if we conlider what Santortn muft have 
been at its fecond period, becaufe it is {till fo at this day, we lhall calily be 
perfuaded that it mult have been one of the finelt and molt fertile illands of 
the Archipelago. Its circular form,' a foil entirely fufceptiblc of culture 
which rofe by degrees from the borders of the fca in the form of a calotte 
flattened on its top. Mounts St. Stephen and St. Elias, lituated at one 
of the extremities, covered, perhaps, with verdure and wood—every thing 
concurred to render Santorin., if not a very beautiful ifland, at lealt one of 
the molt agroeable of the Archipelago $ for, in the fuppolition that this 
mountain was covered with vegetables, it contributed to the embellilhment 
of the ifland; it furnilhed wood to the inhabitants, and afforded them, per¬ 
haps, a very copious fpring of water. In fine, if this mountain was clothed 
with wood before the lains had walhed aw^ the earth which covered it, the 
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latter mufl; have retained the rain waters, mull have pcrmitled them to pene¬ 
trate into its bofomj and then the I'niall fj^ring of water, wliich is perceived 
there towards in/4, mufl have been much more copious than it is at 

theprefent day, when this calcareous mountain is almofl entirely naked. 

The other iflands of thcle Teas have their furfacc very unequal. They 
arc no more than naked mountains, covered with rocks: there are but a few 
vallies, a few finall plains, and a few rifing grounds that are cultivated. 
Their afj)e( 5 V is far Id's agreeable than that which Sa.vi'orin muft have 
prefented at this period; and at the prefent day, even notwithftanding the 
fmall extent of its tenitory, though it wants a good harbour, thougli it has 
none but ciftern water, it is flill the mod populous and the richdl of all the 
fmall iflands of the Aucuitklago. 

In the of the U'orld, by Brietius, we find that, thirty years 

before the Ionic emigration, Theras, fon of Autesion and nephew of 
Pol UN ICES, caufed a colony of Minya: to be conveyed to Cai.ista, in 
order to augment there the number of the inhabitants. The Minyse were 
defeendants of the Argonauts, who had followed Jason into Coi.ciiis, and 
W'ho, on tlieir return, had flopped at Lemnos, and had there eflablifhcd 
thcmfelves. The defeendants of thefe heroes, driven fbme time after from 
Lejinos by the Pelafgi, took refuge in Sparta, where they were kindly 
received. Lands even were given to them, and they were married to girks of 
the country. But as thefe flrangcrs, ever reftlefs and ambitious, were in the 
fequel convi( 5 led of endeavouring to feize on the fovereign authority, they 
were apprehended and condemned to death. Love infpired one of their wo¬ 
men with a trick which fuccecdcd. Having obtained permiffion to fee their 
hufbands previous to the execution of the fentence, they changed clotlics 
with them, and, by means of this dilguife, the hufbands got out in the dark 
from their confinement, and fled to Mount Taygetus. Then it was that' 

VOI-. II. z Theras 
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Thkras deman Jed them, obtained them, and condu< 5 \ed them to Catjsta^ 
which, fincc that time, was called Thkha. Thus it w^as, fays the authort 
that this wife man found means to render ufeful rebels and plunderers who 
had deferved death. 

The inhabitants of Thera, it is faid, neither mourned for children who 
died before tlic age of feven years, nor for men who ceafed to exift beyond 
fifty: the former, becaufe they had not yet entered into life; the latter, be- 
caufe they were become ufelefs. This cufiiom, more barbarous than rational, 
could not have been introduced but among an infulatcd people, few in num¬ 
ber, where all the merit of a man confifls in producing children and in em.. 
ploying his arm in defence of his country. But when it is necefl'ary to en¬ 
lighten; when it is neceflary to guide youth, proud, prefumptuous, and un- 
Ikilful; when it is neceflary to feize, with a Heady, experienced hand, the 
helm of affairs, in a vafl State, agitated and threatened on all fides; when, 
through the extent of conceptions, it is ncceffary, in the prefent and the 
paft, to read the future without being miflaken, will it tlien be faid that, at 
fifty years old, man has lived long enough, and that there remains nothing 
more for him to do than to quit a life henceforth ufelefs to himfelf and to 
his fellow-creatures ? Undoubtedly not: it is at this age, much more than 
at any other, that he is capable of ferving his country with his head, if he 
be lefs qualified to ferve it with his arm. 

«. 

But let tis leave fable and fiftions, and go and examine on Mount Sr. 
Stepheh the ruins of the ancient city: we fliall judge, from their afpeft,. 
.how populous and fiouriObing Xiiera was under Uic R-oman Cmpire. 

On paffing below Messakia, we (aw in the wall of an enclofure, a ftatue 
of a woman in marble, to which the head, the arms, and the legs, were 
wanting, Notwithftanding the bad condition in which it was, this ftatue 
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appeared to u-. to have a tolerably handfome form. Wc alighted from our 
mules at the foot of the mountain, and afeended by a road rather ftce|\ 
and fo much the more difficult, as in Icvcral places the ground is covered 
with loole, worn down pumice-ftone. 

About a tliird of the way up the mountain there is a fmall fprlng of water, 
which we found \cTy good: it (erves to quench the thiril of Ibme Ihecp 
and goals v.hicli graze in this quarter. Having reached the fummit, wc di- 
retfled our llc})s to the left, leaving on the right Mount St. Elias, which 
is much more elevated than the ground on which wc Rood. 

What firrt Itruck us, were fome tarcophagi cut in a calcareous rock. On 
advancing, wc difeovered the remains of the walls which formerly furrounded 
the city ; wc perceived vefliges of houfes and fome eifterns in pretty good 
prefervation. We prefently faw the modern church dedicated to St. Ste- 
j’HEN', probably built on the ruins of the temple of Minerva or of Nep¬ 
tune. Farther on, in walking a little obliquely to the left, arc found the 
ruins of another temple. Here arc feen walls very thick, truncated pieces 
of pillars of a gray marble, fcattcred on the ground, and half-buried. To¬ 
wards the extremit)' of the town is fecn a rather large hexi^on, of no great 
elevation, on which it is probable that there was formerly a ftatue. Was 
it that of Mahuus Aurelius, or of Antoninu.s, which the inhabitants 
of Theka raifed in iionour of thofe emperors? By the fide of this hexagon 
is a fmall deferted modern building, crcdlcd on the foundations of fome an¬ 
cient edifice more confiderabic. We remarked, at the foot of a wall, a 
marble farcopliagu.s, on the faces of which fome foliage was fculpturcd iii 
relief: at the two extremities were fatyrs very much injured. 

The Ruffians, w-e were told, carried off fome intcreftlng inferiptions, fta- 
tues, and bafs-relicfs: they broke ieveral pillars in endeavouring to take them 

away. 
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away. Some time before our arrival. Citizen Fauvel alfo dug for curio- 
fities by order of M. dk Cuoiseulj which procured him a few jneces that 
had efcaped the refearches of the Ruflians. We alfo found fome inferiptions 
which have not been remarked by the travellers who have preceded us, 
or at leaft have not yet been publilhed by them: they were copied with 
the greateft care by Lazarus Albi, aprieft diftinguifhed by his virtues, his 
knowledge, and a profound ftudy of Greek literature. 

This town w'as of moderate llzej its length was great in comparifon to 
its breadth. The walls which furrounded it, had fufficient folidity, and 
muft have defended it tolerably well; but it was its pofition on a very fteep 
mountain, ftill more than its walls, which fecured it from the attacks of its 
enemies. 

From this place, the eye can extend to a great diflance in every direc¬ 
tion, except towards Mount St. Elias, which is much more lofty. When 
the weather is fine, you perceive the fummit of Mount Ida in Crete, 
and you eafily difeover Anaphe, Astypaj.jea, Jos, Naxo.s, and the 
greater part of the Cyclades. The plain which is fecn below, in the 
weft quarter, is the moft fertile and the moft produdlivc place of the ifland. 
Veflels anchor fometimes in fummer off the (bore at which this plain termi^ 
nates. The bottom is fand and gravel. 

« 

'Santorin, in proportion to its extent, is the richeft and moft populous 
of all the iftands of the Archipelago. There are reckoned on it five 
principal villages, in each of which is a primate: yirAWOMEnUt Sc.ivkv, 
PiROosy Et/iBORWy and Acrotiri. The primates, diftinguilhed by the 
name of Epitropi, are charged with the police of their diftrift, with the 
convoking of the principal inhabitants for the afiemblies relative to the 
affairs, of the iftand, with fupecintending the colledtion of the impofts, &c. 

They 
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They are renewed every year, and appointed by the general aflemblies of the 
people. Befides thefe five principal villages, there arc fevcral other fmallcr 
ones, fuch as Merkvellu VouRvouLOt PniRo-STEPaAKit Phira, GoKiAt 
Carterado, VoTOSAy JllEssARiAy and Megalo-Chorio. The population 
exceeds twelve thouiand fouls, almoR all of the Greek church. 

The number of Roman catholics has diminifiicd fince TouaxKFORT, 
for, in his time, they amounted to one-third of the inhabitants, and they 
form not a lixth at prefent. There are two bilhops: the one Latin, who 
pafles the winter at Scavro, and the fummer at Phiua; and the other 
Greek, whole refidence is at Pirgos. Here Jefuits formerly refided; they 
have been fucceeded by Lazarifts; they both have been for a Jong time 
charged with the education of fbnie young people. Here arc, befides, two 
convents of nuns, the one Latin, and the other Greek: the Latin convent 
follows the rule of Sx. Domikic, and the Greek that of St. Basic. The 
Greek priefts are in this ifland as numerous as they are throughout the Ar- 
CHiriiLAGO, and they are here alrnoll as poor. 

The inhabitants of San'tokiv are very laborious and very temperate: 
they are jnllly reckoned to have more morals and more probity than thole 
of Naxos. They are alfo much more indullrious and much richer. They 
apply themlelves with incredible a< 5 tivity to the culture of the vine and that 
of cotton. The women manufa< 5 lurc cloths of different qualities: they alfo 
knit caps and (lockings, which they fell to llrangers, and fend to Russia 
and to fome towns of Itacv. It is tlie nuns who fabricate the fined and 
the bed cloths. This trade is fomewhat extenfive, confidering the fmall po¬ 
pulation of the ifland j and as the cotton which is gathered is not fufficient 
for the induttry of the inhabitants, they draw it from the other illands, and 
in particular from Scai.a NovAy in the Gulf of Ephesus. 


Wine 
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Wine forms the principal revenue of the ifland: the moll cftocmcil is that 
known under the name of ll/io Sivifo. It is fwcet, lufcious, and of indif¬ 
ferent quality the firft year; it becomes very good as it acquires age, and 
preferable to the bell Cyprus wine. The inhabitants fell it at no more 
than three or four parats the oke at the vintage. It almoft all goes to 
Russia. It is made with white grapes very ripe, which arc expofed for 

eight days to the fun, fpread on the terraces or flat roofs of the houi'es. 

They arc afterwards trodden; then prelied, and the new wine Is put into 
calks, which are carefully bunged till the fermentation has ceafed. 

The common wine is not very good: it is in general fvvect, and eafilv turns 
four. It is made with white grapes and with black grapes indifferently, 
which are trodden on coming out of the vineyard: the new uinc is imme¬ 
diately drawn to be put into cafks. As the grapes are too ripe and too fac- 
charine, in order that the fermentation may take place more eafily, the 

inhabitants are accuftomed at Santorin, as well as in all the iflands of 

the Archipklago, to add a fourth or even a third of water. They fuffer 
this wine to ferment about a month, after which the cafk is clofely bunged. 
On the lees which remain in the vat, a rather large quantity of water is 
poured, and it is left to ferment for eight or ten days. The wine which 
arifes from it is then drawn off, and the lees are prefled. This wine, which 
is of a quality very inferior, lerves, during the whole year, for the ufe of 
the inhabitants; the other is fold at one or two parats the oke to ftrangers. 

The cellars are fpacious and very clean: they are dug in the bank of 
white pumice-ftone, which we have faid covers the whole ifland. The 
upper part is cut into the form of an arch. Some rich individuals coat the 
inlide of thefe cellars with a cement; others put none, and it appeared to us 
that this was not neceflTary. Although this fubilance is friable and rather 
foft, the arch, however, is very folid, and it fcldom happens that any portion 

at 
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at all confidcrable breaks off from it. The catks arc placed in two rows' 
There is towards the entrance of the cellar a fquare vat, tolerably large, 
conflrudlcd in mafonry, cemented on the inlide with a mixture of lime 
and pumice-ftone paffed through a fieve. 

The quantity of wine which is exported from Santohin every year, is 
very confiderable: it is eftimated, in an ordinary vintage, at a million of 
okes. Hence is alfo exported a fmall quantity of brandy. The inhabitants, 
deprived of fpring-water, arc fcarccly acquainted with any other beverage 
than their fmall wine. They drink it, though turned four, and in this con¬ 
dition it is ftill agreeable. We ourfelves made ufe of it with pleafurc, and 
without inconvenience, during the intenfe heat which we experienced in the 
illand. 

Though the foil of Santorin is very dr}% and far from fertile, the cotton 
tree and the vine thrive there extremely well. The I'urface of the foil is 
nothing but a mixture of pumice-ftone, fragments of bafaltes, and vegetable 
earth, produced by the dung which is put on it, and by the decompofition 
of the vegetables which there grow. The cotton of Santoriv appears to 
differ from the Ijerbaceous cotton which is cultivated in the otlicr iflands: 
it is ftirubby, and lafts fifteen or twenty years. It is cut annually even with 
the ground. The gathering takes place from the end of Frufticlor to Bru- 
maire. 

The vine-plants arc fet at the diftance of two or three feet from each 
other, and they arc fuffered to grow for ten or tw'clve years without being cut 
in any w'ay. When it is thought that they have acquired a fufficient fize, 
they are annually trimmed, at the fame time more flioots are left tlian wc 
leave in the South of France. The vine-plant is fupported, in order that 

it 
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it may not trail, and the branches arc propped by the means of fome old 
cuttings of vines faflcned all round. The grapes are ripe, and in a condition 
to be gathered, at the beginning of Frudlidor. 

A vine thus planted, cut, and trimmed, laRs not fo long as thole in our 
(buthren departments; but it yields a double and triple quantity of grapes; 
this confideration may eafily determine the cultivator to make fome trials in 
the warm climates, and in places where the lands are deep and light as at 
Santouin. 

The other fpecies of culture pradlifed in the ifland arc of very little im¬ 
portance. The land is not good enough for wheat. Only a little barley 
and fome legumes are gathered. Fruit-trees are very Icarce: the fig-tree and 
the almond-tree arc almoft. the only ones cultivated. A few fliccj), goats, 
and hogs, are bred. Allcs and mules arc made ufe of for draught: oxen 
are feldom employed for ploughing. At Santouin, no other fuel is ufed 
than wood and charcoal, which are brought from the coaft of Asia, or the 
lentilk, which the inhabitants go to cut at Hiera, and on fome neighbour¬ 
ing iilands. 

Santouin pays about 55,000 piaftres impoft, including the land-tax, 
the karatch, the duty of two parats per oke, at which the wine is taxed, and 
the cuftomary prefents, every )'ear, at the time of the arrival of the captain- 
pacha’s fleet in the Archipelago. The land-tax ought to be no more 
than a tenth of the produce, as it was fettled at the time of the furrender of 
the ifland; but the waiwode, who farms this duty from the Porte, has for 
a long time pall levied on private individuals a fifth, without the latter ever 
having been able to bring their juR remonRrances to a hearing. 


The 
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The villages fituated on the fummit of the intcrfe<flccl ground of the road- 
(lead, have a very fingular ari)ca;. The houfes are half cut into tlie putnice- 
flone, half built on the outfide of it, and placed the one above the other, 
according to the difpofition of the ground. The part which is elevated on 
the outfide, is levelled at the top like a terrace, by means of a mixture of 
lime and pumice-flone fifted: fuch arc Avanomeuia, Scauro, Merevelli, 
PniRo, Stepuaxi, and Pjiira, The pooreft villages inland, fuch as Four- 
rovj.o, Condo-Crori, and Mkssaria, fituated on a declivity, are nothing 
more than an aflcmblage of caverns made in the pumice-flone. There is 
only a fmall portion of the front of each habitation that is a little walled 
up, on account of the entrance-door. Pirgos is the moft confiderablc, 
the beft built, and the richeft village of the ifland. There you breathe a 
pure air, and enjoy an agreeable profpedt. Almoft all the houfes of San- 
TORiN have a ciftern, which the inhabitants take care to fill in the rainy 
feafon : they have no other water to drink and to give to their cattle. 

The partridge and the hare, fo common in moft of the iflands of the 
Archipelago, are very fcarce at Santoriv. The rabbit which we faw 
at Tenedos, at Mvconi, at Delos, at Paros, at Scio, and elfewhere, 
is not here to be found; but, to make amends, the quail is in plenty from 
the end of Fruiflidor. The inhabitants purlue it by means of a net fixed 
to a hoop of three or four feet in diameter, to which is adapted a ftick feven 
or eight feet long. The fportfman cafts his net on a flump of the vine,' or 
of the cotton-tree, where he fufpeds that there is any quail fquatted, and 
it happens rather frequently that he catches one. We faw feveral taken 
the following year, in Fruftidor, in lefs than a quarter of an hour. 

As the inhabitants cannot con fume all the quails which this kind of 
fport procures, they are in the habit of parboiling them, and preferving them 

all 
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all the winter in vinegar, or in vino fanlo. This is a very delicate difli, 
which furpaffes the fig-pecker of Cyprus prepared in the fame manner. 

Wc faw in the fame fcafon the Alpine crow*. We were told t!iat it was 
a bird of paflage, and that it came from the mountains of Asia Minor. 


The road of Santorin is about feven miles in length from north to 
fouth, and fix in breadth from the little harbour of Piiiua to the Ifland 
of Aspronisi. It would be one of the beft ports of the Archipelago, 
if fliips could call anchor there; but the lead indicates a confiderablc depth 
of water, fuch as two hundred and fifty and three hundred fathoms. Boats 
anchor at San Nicolo: veffels make faft by mooring below Phira, 
when they come to load with wine. If bad weather oblige them to take 
Ihelter at Santorin, they generally make faft between the Little and 
the New Kammeni, till the fquall be over. Frigates may call anchor 
in fifteen or twenty fathoms water, over a gravelly bottom to the fouth- 
ward of the Old Kammeni, at the lame time taking the precaution to run 
out immediately a hawfer to the Ihore. 

Some little diftance to the fouth fouth-weft of the Littik Kammeni, 
the bottom of the lea rifes, and the lead indicates no mor^ than fifteen or 
twenty fathoms; but this bottom is of ftonc and rock, on which a fliip 
cannot anchor. The filliermen belonging to the ifland affirm that it has 
rifen confidcrably within a fliort time, which feems to announce the ap¬ 
proaching formation of a new ifland. 

We think that it would be imprudent to remain too long at anchor 
between the Little and the New Kammeni, on account of the vicinity 


• Corvut fyrrbteorax. Link.—7“. 
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of the latter, which exhales a very fetid fmell, and mufl: be extremely un- 
wholefomej for, independently of the waters which ftagnate there, the 
volcanic exhalations that proceed from this place and the environs, mufl: 
infeft the air to a rather great difliance, and foon occaflon dangerous 
diforders. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Arrival at Candia.—-D^rijO/w« of that. toton.—Vifit to the pacha .— Dr- 
parture.—Arrival at Retimo.— Behaviour of the pacha.—Arrival at 
Canea.— Defeription of the environs. — Temperature.-~~Obfervations on Ike 
winds. — Earthquake. 

Impatient to repair to the Me of Crete, and to fee the country of 
Jupiter and of Minos, we embarked on the 12th of Thermidor (30th of 
July), in the evening, in a large boat with lateen fails, which had arrived 
a few days before at Port San Nicolo. The captain, a MulTalman by 
religion, was a native of Tunis. He often frequented the iflands of the 
Archipelago, and enjoyed a very good reputation. He had brought 
viantegue* from the Gulf of Sidra in Africa, and was going to Candia 
to take on board for Egypt a cargo of raifins, almonds, St. John’s bread, 
liquorice>roots> and honey. 

As the diftance from Santorin to Candia is about thirty leagues, we 
fhoqld have preferred embarking on board a European veffel, rather than 
making this trip in one of the country-boats: but there was no choice left 
for us. Merchant-velTels frequent but little the harbour of Santorin in 
fummerj and, in that feafon, the regularity of the wind allows of navigating, 
without fear and without danger, in fmall boats. 


* Mmetipn u a mixtare of batter and mattOBkfaet, of which the Orientals make ufe in 
ikeu tageatt and jpoflry. 


We 
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We fct out from Santorin in the evening, in order to arrive in broad 
day at Candia. We left on the right the little Ifland of Christiana, 
and we fleered, without compafs, nearly towards the fouth. The north wind 
fell, as ufual, after funfet: it was flunt and variable during the night, and, 
in the morning, we found ourfelves ten or twelve leagues from Candia, to 
the north-eaft of Dia. As we were too far to the eaftward, and as the 
wind, which blew from eight o’clock in the morning, was north north-weft, 
we plied to windward a part of the day, in order to pals to the weflward 
of Dia i which was the realbn that we did not enter the harbour till the 
evening of the 13th (31ft of July). 

We made the captain acknowledge that it is much better to conlult a 
compafs, as foon as one lofes light of the land, than the flars and the fun, 
which do not indicate the courfe with the fame precilion. Notwithftanding 
this avowal, he fct lail for Egypt a few days after, difdaining to purchale 
an excellent compafs which a Ragufan mariner offered him at a low price, fo 
much empire has habit over an ignorant man. 

The firft chain of Mount Ida, which rifes in the form of a pyramid to 
the Ibuth-weft of Candia, Icrvcs at a diftance as a land-mark to navigators, 
who wilh to anchor in the harbour of that town. The little Illand of Dias 
fltuated to the call north-eaft, known to mariners under the name of Stan- 
Dia *, equally concurs to guide their route: it does more j it affords <them 
an alylum in the three roadfteads which it has in its fouth quarter. We 
fhall have occalion to fpeak of them cllewhere. 

The harbour of Candia is defended from the north wind by rocks, on 
which has been built a ftrong jetty parallel to the coaftj it is very fafe, and 

f Ek is tin Dia* 

might 
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might contain from thirty to forty merchant-veflels if it were dug and kept 
in order. It can at this day receive but eight or ten, and thefc too muft be 
lightened or unloaded ; for there are no more than eight or nine feet water 
in the infide of the harbour, and about fifteen at its entrance. The Turks, 
who enjoy every where with the indifiference of a tenant; the Turks, who 
make every thing worfe, and never any thing better, fuffer.it to be choked 
up from day to day without employing themfelves on the means of clear¬ 
ing it; which would, neverthelefs, be very caly, the bottom being of land 
and mud. 

In front of the jetty, to the left on entering, are arfcnals which are allowed 
to fall into decay: thefe were conilru£ted by the Venetians in 1552, to 
judge of them from that date put underneath the arms of the Republic. 
They fuffered greatly at the time of the fiege of this place by the Turks, in 
1667, 1668, and 1669: fome even have loft a great part of their roof. 
Thefe arfenals, to the number of ten, arc, properly fpeaking, nothing more 
than docks, which that induftrious and trading people had conftructed for 
building gallies, and for putting them under cover when they were laid up. 

From the harbour the entrance into the town is by a gate, which is ftiut 
at night. Walls of a folid conftrudion, a good ditch, and fome advanced 
works, defend this place very well by land. The houfes are better built than 
all thofe which we had hitherto feen, if we except Scio; but the population 
here is not in proportion to its extent. Here are fcarcely reckoned ten or 
twelve thoufand Turks, two or three thoufand Greeks, and about lixty Jews. 
The Greeks who inhabited it, before it was fubjedled to the Turks, followed 
the Venetiaifs at the time of the capitulation, or made their efcape into the 
country. ’ They come not at this day without trembling to fettle in a town 
where their exiftence is inceflantly threatened by the janizaries, and their 
ifortune very frequently invaded by the pachas. 


Cakdia 
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Canpia is fituated on a lawn of no great elevation. The ground, fup- 
ported towards the lea by a ftrong wall built on rocks, affords an agreeable 
walk. Here arc feen feveral pieces of cannon with the arms of Venice, 
capable of defending by fea the approaches of the place. The feragUo of 
the pacha {lands on the oppofite fide, and occupies the file on which was 
built the palace of the proveditor. The handfomell churches, damaged by 
the fiege, have been repaired and converted into mofqucs. The houfes con- 
ftrudted by the Venetians have dilkppeared for a long time; but the fortifi¬ 
cations have been carefully kept up, fo much importance docs the Poute 
annex to the prefervation of the ifland. 

We lhall not undertake to decide whether Candiv occupies the pofi- 
tion of the ancient CrivLi M, as feme geographers appear to believe, or that 
of as fome others fuppofe: we {hall only fay, from the jdaces which 

we attentively vifited in a fecond voyage, that it appears to us more proper 
to confider the ruins of a town, fituated four leagues to the weft, as thole 
of Cyta.vm. We lhall place Mativm two leagues to the call of Candia, 
facing Dia, as Pliny calls it. Hehaci.ea, which is known to have been 
the harbour of Cxossus, Hill exifts four or five leagues to the caftward. 
That of Canuia, the bell on the whole coaft, appears to us, in this fuppo- 
fition, to be Port Panoumus, fituated, according to Ptolemy, between 
Cytjeum and Heraclea. 

• 

The name of Canoia, which this town bears at the prelent day, comes 
from the Saracen word chandax or candax, which fignifies entrenchment, 
becaufe it was in this place that the Saracens entrenched thcmfelves when 
they came to make the conqueft of the ifland, under the emperortMiciiAEi. 
I. furnamed the Stammerer. 


Jn 
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In 1645, the Turks got polTetSon of Canea, Retimo, and all the Ifland 
of Crete} but they were unable to make themfelves mailers of the forts of 
Grabusa, Suda, Stina-Longa, and the town of Canpia. Maho¬ 
met IV. who was fendble that he fliould never be the quiet pofleflbr of 
this important ifland, as long as the Venetians (hould occupy the capital, 
in 1667, fent his vifir Achmet Kupebei with a confiderable army in order 
to lay liege to it. The Venetians, fl.il) mafters of the harbour and of the 
fca, preferved the power of tranfmitting fuccours of every kind ; and the 
place, well fortified and vigoroully defended, was capable of refilling for a 
long time all the efforts of the Ottomati Empire. 

The army of the befiegers had been leveral times reinforced: already were 
reckoned upwards of one hundred thoufand Turks who had perifhed at the 
foot of the walls by the fire of the place, or by the explofion of mines. 
The Venetians received frefh fuccour from France, which would, un¬ 
doubtedly, have obliged the Turks to retire, when the town, under the 
command of Morostni, capitulated through the artifice of a Greek in 
the fervice of the Porte, after a fiege of two years and a half, and the 
lofs of thirty thoufand men, Venetians, Piedmontefe, and French. 

When we arrived in Canpia, the vice-confulate was vacant. We found 
only a Ample agent, to whotn we communicated the proje& 'which we had 
of vifiting the eaft and middle part of the ifland before we repaired to 
•Retimo and Canea. The dri^ueman, a Jew by birth, more officious 
than we could have wifhed, came to recommend to us, the day after our 
arrival, to wait on the pacha, in order to difeharge, he laid, a duty, and 
to yield to the with which this relpeAable old man had to fee us, and to 
confult us relpefting his health. ** You will obtain from him,” added he, 
** the accommodation that you can defire for vifiting the ifland without 
** any danger.** 


Our 
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Our firft movement was to refufe to go to the pacha’s, of whom we had 
nothing to afk. “ What purpoie can this vifit anfwcr?” faid we to the 
drogueman. It is at Icaft ufelefs. Shew him our firmans, tell him who 
** we are, and What we are come here to do: tell him, befides, that we do 
** not praftilc phyfic, although we gather plants; and give him to under* 
Rand, that it is very frequently dangerous for a perfon to confult phy* 
“ ficians when he is in good health.” The drogueman perfiRed: he told us 
that we could not proceed one Rep in the illand if we did not accede to 
the wiRies of the pacha. The agent w*S of his opinion: fome captains of 
veffels, prcfent at our converfation, applauded this prop>ola]: curiofity pleaded 
alfo in favour of the drogueman: weconfented; and, in the afternoon, we 
were conduced to the feraglio. 

We were firR received in the apartments of the principal ofiicers, who 
fpoke to us with eagernefs of the French revolution, and of the war which 
we then had to fuRain againR the natural enemies of the Porte. We 
replied to all their qucRions with referve: this fubjeft was too delicate to be 
treated of inTuRKEV. We were oifered pipes, coffee, Rierbet, and per¬ 
fumes, after which it was announced to us that the pacha was rcatly to re¬ 
ceive us. 

We had found nothing but fofas in the apartment of the officers; we faw 
two chairs in that of the pacha, placed at a little diRance fiom him.* On 
entering, we made him our I'alutation in the oriental Ryle, which* he re¬ 
turned*. He invited us to fit down: the drogueman and the agent’s fon 
fqwatted on a carpet. After the cuRoniary compliments on our lafe arrival, 


• It coniins in carrying the right hand to the heart, and Inclining the head a little. 1 h * 
Turks pronounce L>ctwfen their.felves their fiJam aluik^ falarn which they tflke good 

not to fay to a non^Mufliilnian. 
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the pacha fpoke to us of his health, and begged ns to feel hb pulfe. He 
was a good-looking old man, upwards of feventy years of age. Wc complied 
with his requcft; we told him that he was in good health, and that he had 
ftill upwards of twenty years to live. He appeared latisfied with this predic¬ 
tion. 

He afterwards aiked us what was the objeft of our travels. *< CurloCty 
“ and the defire of acquiring knowledge,” anfwered we, “ bring us into 
“ your iiland. We have paffed fbme months at Constantinople; we 
** have vifited mad of the iflands of the Archipelago; we would widi 
** to take a look at the celebrated country which you govern, and gather 
fome of tbofe ballamic plants which Heaven has here' feattered with pro- 
fufion.”—That cannot be,” faid he to us coldly: “ I cannot give you 
** filch a permiflion.” Wc fhewed him our firmans, by which we had the 
power of vifiting all the countries fubjed to the Ottoman government. 
“ That cannot be,” continued the pacha. Wc indanced fcvcral travellers; 
we ^oke of feamen, who walk about the iiland with the greatefi: freedom, 
who go a {hooting, and wherever they pleafe. The pacha ftill repeated: 
“ That cannot be: your life would be expoled: to this 1 cannot confent.” 

He talked to us of gangs of thieves and robbers who infefted the roads, 
and who would murder us if we were to go to hdount Ida and to Gortyna, 
as w^ wanted. ** That cannot be,” faid we in our turn: there are no 
•< gangs of thieves and robbers in a country well governed: punilhment 
** would follow too dole on guilt, for villains to dare to make their appear- 
ancc.”—“No doubt,” faid the pacha to us: “there are much fewer 
“ robbers fince I command; but there are ftill enough for you to be expofed 
“ to lofc your lives.” We defired the drogueman to cut fhort a conver- 
fation which might become difagreeable to all, and to Obtain permiflion for 
«s to retire; which was granted. 


3 
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We were very much aftonifhed at this ftriftnefs of the pacha, and were 
endeavouring to divine the caufe of it, when a word from the droguemao 
afforded us a ray of light. “ The pacha,” faid he to us, “ made a difficulty 
“ in granting yqu what you aiked him, only becaufe there paffcd not long 
ago a foreigner, who gave him five hundred piaftres forgoing to fee I forget 
** what ruins ten leagues from this place.”—“ Very well,” replied wci “ tell 
“ the pacha that we will not purchafc at fo dear a rate the fight of Ibme 
heaps of flones, and that he may commit extortions on the Greeks and 
” Jews if he is in want of money: as for us, we have not five hundred piaftres, 
“ and if we had, we would find means to employ them to a better purpofe.” 
The drogueman endeavoured to get us to confent to Ibme fmaller fiurifice. 

Not a piaftre, not a parat,” faid wej “ befides, it Ihould not be through 
« your means that we would treat, if we (hould entertain fuch a wilh.” 

It was ufelefs, in the prefent circumftances, to make a longer Ray in 
Candia. We rcfolved to go, if poffible, by land to Canea, perfuaded 
that we ftiould find from the conful every accommodation of which we ftood 
in need. We aiked for a janizary to accompany usj the lent us a man 
well known, who had been lettled in the town for a long time: a Turkilh 
muleteer, himfelf a janizary, furnilhed us with horfes, and ferved us as a 
guide. We knew that tliere was nothing to fear from the Greeks, and two 
janizaries lettled and married, who publicly undertbok to conduA us to 
Can FA, were a fufficient fecurity to us. We tranquillized the French Jliip- 
captains, who expreffed uneafinefs on our account. We lent our baggage 
by fca with a Greek fervant, and fet out by ourfclves, and without baggage, 
on the 17th of Thermidor (4th of Auguft) in the morning. 

Thele janizaries, born in the illand, fpoke Greek very well, and draiik 
wine and brandy Hill better. We were extremely well fatisfied with tliem; 
and we learnt, even from their mouth, that the pacha had Ipokcn to us 
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of robbers only in order to get money, and have ft ]irotext for giving us, at 
our own expenfe, an efcort on which he would have levied his claims. 1 
(hould have fuppreiled this anecdote, which is of. little importance, had X 
not thought that it may be ufeful to travellers, and did it not fliew, at the 
fame time, how greedy the agents of the Turkilb government are after 
money, and what little delicacy they u(e as to the means of procuring it. 

* * 

The environs of Candia prefent a few fertile plains, cultivated, and fome 
riling grounds fufceptible of being lb. At a little diftance to the fouth, u 
feen an infulated mountain, in the form of a pyramid, at the foot of which 
one pafles in going to vilit the ruins of Gortvna : the Europeans know it 
by the name of Jupiter’s mountain. To the fouth-weft. Mount Ida, 
covered with fnow almoft all the year^ throws out, on one tide, fome 
branches towards the town; and, on the other, runs to join the mountains 
of Sphachia, in like manner covered with fnow during eight or nine 
months. 

On going out of the town, we found a low plain, fbmewhat extendve, 
watered by two rivulets, after which we crofled calcareous hills and mounr 
tains, on which the Venetians have made paved roads, that have bean kept 
in tolerably good prelervation. We left the firft links of the chain of Mount 
Ida very clofe to us on the left. We faw every where, iou abundance, 
ftorar among the plants and (hrubs which we had met with in the illands 
of the Archipelago. We urived at an early hour at Damasta, a vill:^e 
by no> means conliderable, where we palled the reft of the day. We were 
made to, let olf ia the morning before day-light. We trayerled places lefs 
elevated, left arid, and more cultivated than thofe we had polled the day 
before; fertile plains of little extent and narrow valliss. We law a great 
nuuiy olivertrees, a few vines, a few mulberry-trees, and feveral oaks. Wc 
refted under the plane-tree mentioned by Tournefort,, near a conliderable 

• Ipring 
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watering of the lands. We proceeded for a long time by the fea-fide, and 
we arrived at an early hour at R.etimo. 

The environs of this town afford profpedts very pidturefque: gardens 
planted with orange-trees, among which rife fome date-trees} fields covered 
with olive-trees and kitchen-garden plants; riflng grounds on- which the vine, 
the fig-tree, the mulberry-tree, and the almond-tree grow together; further 
on, w'ooded mountains: to the weft, the citadel, the harbour, and the fea— 
every thing concurs to render Retimo the moft agreeable town in the illand. 
It would have become, perhaps, the richeft and moft populous, if the har¬ 
bour, fmall as it is, had been kept in order. Its prefent population con- 
IVfts of from 6ve to fix thouiand inhabitants, half Greeks, half Turks; the 
Jews tliere are not fo numerous as at Canoia. 

Retimo, built on the ruins of the ancient Rithymna, too weakly de¬ 
fended, was plundered and ravaged by the Turks as far back as the year 
1572, while SEJ.iAf II. was caufing the fiege of Famagusta in-CYFRUs to 
be pufhed on with vigour: but it was not till the reign of Ibrahim, in 
1645, Venetians were driven from it for ever. 

Though we had alighted with our guides at a caravanfar)’^, we willingly ac¬ 
cepted a lodging that was offered to us at the houfe of a Jew, ^ Flench 
barataire. In the courfe of the evening his fon took us all over the town, 
Ihewed us the harbour and fome gardens, and related to us the deplorable 
event which had obliged his father to abfent himfelfl 

The pacha of Retxm.0, who from a low condition had juft rlfen to great 
employments by dint of intrigues and money, eager to recover his advances, 
pay his debts, and acquire frclh riches in order to obtain, with a fuperior 

rank^ 
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rank, a government naore important, fuffered no 4»ppqrtiinity to efcape of 
extorting money from the inhabitants of R^timo and the unfortunate cul« 
tivators of bis province; and when occaiions and pretexts were wanting, he 
taxed juft in the fame manner, at fums more or lefs groat, the private per* 
funs fufpedled to be rich. For fix months pad that he been in the 
town, Greeks, Jews, and MulTulmans, all had paid more or-lels. Abra- 
iiAMAKi, barataire and agent of the Republic, had flattered himfelf that 
the pacha would not dare to apply to hina; he.was .miflaken. Abraham- 
AKi was reckoned rich: the pacha could not .find it in his heart to fuffer this 
prey to efcape. He fent to him for ten thoufand piaftres, at the fame time 
afluring him of his proteftion if he paid them inftantly. The Jew refufed 
to part with that fum. The pacha infifted and threatened. Abuauamaki 
then addreffed himfelf to the French conful at Canea (Citizen Henrv 
Mubk), and communicated to him the fituation in which he flood. The 
conful immediately went to Retimo. The pacha, who was informed of the 
circumflance, caufed the Jew to be ieized, ordered him to be put in irons in 
the feraglio, and threatened to have him cudgelled to death if he did not pay 
down inftantly the fum required. 

What could the conful do in this extremity? Wait on the pacha, claim 
his juftice, demand the execution of the capitulations: the Jew would not, 
on that account, the left perifo. Every one acknowledged that the pacha 
was eapable of this atrocity. The family of Abrahamaki aflembled; all 
the Jews of Retimo made a ftir; they deliberated: every one was of opinion 
to pay. The prifoner himfelf, fearing for his life, wrote to his friends, 
begged them to count the fum which the paclia required, and feud word to 
the conful to undertake nothing in his favour. The monc}'^ being paid, tlic 
Jew was releafed i but the pacha once more threatened to have him cudgelled 
to death if he uttered the fmallefl complaint. 


This 
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This abufe of authdfitT' could not be tolerated without great inconveni¬ 
ences. The pacha had dared to make an attack on the fortune and liberty 
of an agent of the Republic; he ought to be punifhed. To lay nothing, 
was an aft of covyatdice; this was in fome meafure to authorize this wicked 
man to commit every day fifelh afts of tyranny. Shortly no (hip-captain 
would have daix^ eitfat^ to takdln oil at Retimo, or to land on thefe parts 
become too ddngerous. We learnt, a few days after, that the conful had 
font word to the agent to conceal himfelf from- the refentment of the pacha, 
and that he had written to Citizen Descorches,. envoy extraordinary at 
the Ottoman Porte, in order to communicate to him. what had Jbft hap¬ 
pened. 

The complaint of the conful was fupported by thofc which were preferred 
at the fame time by the pacha of Candia, on account of other extortions 
o( a r.;ature no lefs flagrant. The Porte, which tacitly allows its agents to 
fqueeze and torment tributary fubjedts, cannot without danger fuffer the 
Muflulmans, and (lill lefs perfons under the immediate protection of foreign 
powers to be laid under too fevere a contribution. The pacha of Retimo, 
on the requeft of Citizen Descorches and of the pacha of Constanti¬ 
nople, was difplaced, and condemned to make reflitution of the Turns ex¬ 
torted. He obeyed the firft part of the orders of the Porte; but he de¬ 
clared to the chiaoiix who came to intimate them to him, that no fear, no 
motive could determine him to reimburfe the money which he had exaCfed. 

We faw him arrive a few days after us, at Cane a: he was faluted by 
the guns of the fort, and received a viflt from the agas and the principal 
inhabitants of the town. He himfelf paid a vifit to the pacha of Cane a, 
and haftened his departure for the Morea, whither he was going to wait the 
effect of his new intrigues at Constantinople. 


In 



TRAVELS IN THE 


f9* 

In the mean time all thofe who had money to claim, and who were Ipcci- 
ally defignatcd in the firman of the Porte, prefcnted themfclves, cither to 
the pacha of Candia, or to that of Canea, in order to be reimburfed 
before the departure of their plunderer. It is probable that thefe two 
pachas affefled to endeavour to determine the pacha of Ret i mo to make 
the reftitution ordered by the Porte, fince he faid Wildly that if the fmalleft 
violence were attempted againft: him, he would^’put htmfelf at the head of 
his people and repel force by force. It was in vain that the obedience which 
he owed to the orders of the fultan was reprefented to him: he did not the 
lefs perfift in declaring that the fight even of the inllruments of punilhment 
could not determine him to it, and that no authority could compel him. 
He therefore departed Without any one daring to undertake any thing againft: 
him. He received the civilities of the pacha of Canea, and was again la- 
luted by the guns of the fort, as if he had not been a rebellious fubjedt, and 
as if he had carried with him the regret of the inhabitants. 

We arc ignorant of the fequel of this bufinelsj but it is probable that by 
means of the money which he had extorted, money which his agents at 
Constantinople will have Ikilfully fcattered among perfonages of influ¬ 
ence, not only this man, doubly culpable, will not have been punillicd, but 
he will even have obtained a place more honourable and more lucrative than 

the former. 

^ ♦ 

The next day, the 19th ofThermidor, (6lh of Augufl) wc fet out at fun- 
rife, at the fame time exprefling our wilhes that the Turks who otitr.age hu- 
manif5', who op^efs in a revolting manner the nations that they have con¬ 
quered and flripjwd, may be one day forced to return to the wild and dif- 
tant countries whence they would never have iflued, perhaps, if the Greeks 
had known how to preferve the virtues of their anceftors. 
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For a long while we contemplated, to the north-weft, of the town, the 
citadel built on a mafs of ftecp rocks, advanced into the fea. We pro¬ 
ceeded for fome time along a hilly and difficult road, and we arrived at the 
fliore of after having crofted a fmall. river which runs at the 

foot of the mountain. Beyond the beach we faw two fine fprings, the one 

^ ■' 9 '' 

of falt-wateri ^le morf ;$onllderable> of frelh:. farther on, ftands the 

fort of Akmiro, built bj the Venetians for defending a goige, and pre¬ 
venting pirates or. enemies who might make a defeent on the beach, from 
being able to penetrate by that way into the interior of the covmtry. 

We then rofe higher by degrees, and we found ourfelves at the foot of 
the mountain called Malaxa in light of the Gulf of Sun a. 

This mountain is fchiftofe and granitical at its bafe; whereas all thofe which 
we had feen till then, had appeared to us calcareous, and for the moft part 
cretaceous. 

Ranging along the mountain, whofe direftion is from eaft to weft, we 
pafied, without fufpedling it, within reach of the ruins of Ampuimale, of 
which we lhall foon have occafion to Ipeak. 

We defeended by a paved road^ into a fertile plain, tolerably weli oulti- 
vated. We pafled at a little diftance from the Gulf of Suda, and arrived 
early at Canea, much lefs tired by the length of the route, than, ^igued 
by the cxceflive heat whirffi we had experienced. 

Citizen Mure, who had been a long time expe(fting us,' would not 
allow us to 4 i^Slge“^ the convent of the Capuchins, on ‘accodnt of the in¬ 
decorous behaviour in which an Italian monk, to whom the houfe was 
Intruded, indulged himfelf towards the French. We here tli^nk him .for 
his attention on this fubje«fl, for the civilities which we received at his houfe, 

and 
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and for the valuable infornnation which he gavi%)UV«' We are likewiie- in¬ 
debted to- Citizen Magalon, a merchant* for interefting details refpeAing 
the productions of the ifland, the trade that is there carried on> the popula¬ 
tion of the country-places,, and fome cuftoms whidl)^,,aei^4lpre eAablillied. 

J t\ ’ * 

Canea, much lefs extenitve than Cakdij^ »ioi|ieporti!i»n more popu* 
lous. Here are reckoned upwarda of four thoufirnd-Zf^riES,.’ two or three 
thourand. Greeks, a hundred and fifty four French.-fioufes, and fome 

Italian houfes} the latter are undcr^ the proteftimi offthe emperor of Ger- 
MAHY, <tt the Republic of Raousa. 

The town is- furrounded^by a^ftron^pwall and a wide ditch: it has but one 
gate on the. land fide. The harbour is defended by batteries in good con¬ 
dition. To the left, on entering, is remarked a jetty parallel to the coalt* 
behind which a fomewhat great number of vefiels might anchor if the bottom 
were cleanfed. The largell are obliged to remain .near the entrance of the 
harbour, expoled to the waves of a rough fea when the. northerly winds blow 
with a fittle violence. 

Facing the jetty is feen, as at Gandia, a range of roofed docks, which 
the Venetiun had confirudted for building and .fheltering their gallies. 

CSXKkA fearedy held out for a few days againft the Turks, who came 
to attack it. in 164.5. Cornabo, who commanded the Venetian troops, 
came out of it with arms and baggage in order to retire to Retimo, where 
he was kiBed R time after, in wilbing to defend that town, much lets 
important lefs capable of refiftance than Canea. 

The neareft mountmns, parallel to the coaft, leave between them a plain 
upwards of a league in width, which extends over a f^ce of twelve or fifteen 

miles* 
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miles, from tlie head^f the Gulf of Suda to the environs of D/cttmka, 
a mountain that ftretches to the north, and forms the advanced promontoiy 
which formerly bore the fame name, and which the Italians deiignate at this 
day under that of Spada. This plain is, in general, tolerably fertile 
and almoft entirely cultivated.. Gardens of orange-trees, forefis of oUve-trees, 
a few fcattcrcd vin^rd^j-fiaUs deftined' for the culture of wheat, barley, 
cotton, fefamutfi^iitiauze, malonB, and different legumes, thofe are what it 
prefents every udbere. . 

4, • -- 

Following the fea-(hore to the weft of the town, you crols a ^liiy rivulet > 
then you fee near the coaft a (hoal and the little defert illand of San Theo- 
00 Ko, on which the Venetians haft'Oreifted a battery for preventing a de* 
(cent on the beach. When you have pafled the ifland, you arrive at Pi.a* 
JANIA, an extenlive, folitary, and rural walk, where grow Ipontaneoully 
plane-trees which excite aftonifliment from their lize and number. Each of 
them fupports one or two vine-plants, which embrace the whole extent of 
the tree, and furnilh in abundance, without care and without culture, grapes 
with laige ftones, of an excellent quality. As they ripen very late>ia thefe 
(haded places, they are feen to arrive with pleafure at the markets of Ca.nba, 
when the others are beginning to difappear. A ftmdl river winters and 
verles this agreeable foreft, and there diffuiu life and^coolneft. 

We had been for a long time at Canea: wc had already vifited the jenvi- 
rons of the town, and gathered on the mountains the dittany and the ebony 
of Crete, and moll of the interefting plants of the idand: we had been 
prefent at villagc-feftlvals, when it %as propofed to u$.. to go. twd fee the 
ruins of i^AXEo-C aste o, which we fufpeft to be thofe according 

to the account of fomc travellers. 
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After a journey of an liour and a half, we arrivod af^the Greek, monaftcry, 
ylriA KiriaKU fituatcd to the fouth-weft of Canea. We there left our. 
horfes, and took a 'guide to condu A us to the ruins v<thich; we wilhed to exj 
amine. We afeended' by a very bad road, over a ftcdfl making part of 
the firfti chain- of mountains which we have>^(aid to b«« parallel to the coaft: 
We foon came to a thick wall that led; we remarked 

the remains of a fort almoft fquanl^ -ftanktfi b>|r tdwenKlH^^SE^ walls of thi.<t 
fort, as well as thofe of the nunipjlirts with which tht toWi»W'as furrounded{ 
arc nearly a toife in thickneft. 'Rjcy '^erii^ c^ldtr'dAion, and faced 

with hcVitlSKftohc, which, in ibme places, itf' l l e^pe riW i ived; 

‘ 

We came out from- this cnclofure hy the fouth wall} and found ourfelves 
on a ground commanded by a chain of rocks more lofty and more fteep than 
thofe on which the fort was - lituated. This {pace is terminated to the weft, 
by other perpendicular rocks, which form a natural rampart around it, {epa> 
rating it from the fuFrounding*^ mountains, .and rendering it inacceftiblo on. 
that Itdei ' *' 

Thls-fWck was itfelf’furmounted by a thick wall; and ’ ftrengthened by 
toMters at certain diftances. The- town was fituated between the fbrtrefs and 
the wall, by which we-^rrived, and the perpendicular rocks which we have 
juft' mentioned. This fpace was fufficient for a town of moderate iize. 
Here we neither found inferiptions nor biafs-rcliefs, nor veftiges of temples or 
fumptuous edifices,, nothing that could indicate to.us the ancient name of 
this- town. 



If; KissAMQf'fitmted between Cape GaABVSA-and Cape Spada, twenty 

. i 

roUes to the wdUbf CANEA.v^fe formerly the harbour of Attera, as. ap¬ 
pears evident, according to the text of thf ancient authors, and if Canba 

occupy 
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occupy the place.uf GTrwxrA, as is commonly imagined^ Si'itABo is mif- 
taken when he fays that Aptera was, but ten qiilcr from Cyuonia. . Bi%t 
if ancient Cydonia were forly,ftada from its harbour, as is thought by the 
author of'the Legi^fkimm de Ci'efCy page 473, then it is probable that we faw 
the ruins of that town, thofe of Aptera are ten miles to the well, 

facing Kissamosj ia^s; they-arc tliofc wlxich Toornefout 

viCted, and of whi*ltfhe‘lpoafcs^^ ^ 

A quarter ctf"a'league ♦©•'the eaft- of GJLnca, is feen a riling .ground, and, 
farther on, fome qAcat^us hill*, tlie greater part naked, which advance into 
the fea, and form a-'iJeninfula‘terminated by Cape. Meeeoc a. The monaf* 
tery of the Thinity' lies* among thole hills: 4 t is -inhabited by a great 
number of friars, who almoft. all apply tliemfelves to the culture of the land. 
We remarked with pleafure in the environs of the monallcry, Ibme Hiperb 
orchards of olive-trees, a- few vineyards, and Ibme fields, intended for the 
culture of different Ipecics of corn. We law a great many bees, and a vaft 
number of goats and ftieep: there Verc among others in the garden a ricinus 
or Palma Chrijli planted fevcral years ago, which indicatedr by its vigour 
that the greater part-of the plants of the warmell climates might«be intro> 
duced into Crete. We Ipent fomc days with thelc friars^ and we went 
from this place to the monallery of St. 'Joun, fifuated tou'ards the cape, 
on an elevated lawn. The friars are here not lb numerous, because the lands 
which they have to cultivate are not fo good nor fo extenlive as thole bc- 
Ibnging to the convent of the Thinitv. 

We delccnded from Cape Melecca by a narrow goige and by a road 
made between frightful precipices, which furnilhed bs widk<£)ffle interelling 
plants. Towards the middle of the declivity. Hands a 4 )<tiiding partly de*- 


i 


* yiy«gtM Ltvantt vol. i. page 81. 
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ftroycd, depending on the monaftcry of Sr. JoHK,*formerly inhabited by a 
few friars to whom the guard of this gorge was intruded. 

The Gulf of SuDA f Plate VIII) t a ipacious iMiual harbour, one of 
the fined and fafed of the ARCHiPEi.AGQ» .)i<st^l|ktlM ^th of the penin- 
fula of which we have jud fpoken. Its hhoutli^ 

runs to the wed north-wed: it is adt.onli^ Aiekered by angles and capes 
which the lands form, but al{« by cHelwcf Illets bf^jsa^ loui one of which 
is fituated the fort condrufted by the Venli!tians,"aftd iMeh they preferved a 
great wfaHe ider the ifland was no longer .{n 'tMisir {fliSedittn, It was not till 
the reign of Achmet III. that the Turks adade tSemitelvea maders of this 
fort, and by thofe means bCicame the*tfanquii<>poflefrors of the whole Ifland 
of Crete. 

The anchorage the mod frequented by the commanders of vellels who 
widi only to (belter themlelves from a gale of wind. Is to the fouth fouth- 
wed of Cape Melecca, behind a fmall ifland, known to mariners under 
the name of Otv Svda. Large fhips of war anchor at all places, either 
at the entrance of the gulf, or by the Ode of the ifland which we have 
jud mentioned. Both of them go to the head of the gulf only when they 
are to remain a long time at the anchorage. The boats belonging to the 
country Sometimes cad anchor between the two Iflands of Suda. 

Ibdf a league from the fca, to the fouth of this gulf, are to be met with 
on aa.elevated 'ground the ruins of Amphimale. All the walls of this 
town, thoRgh ^ meafure dedroyed, may be eaiiiy traced; every 

where are feeifr4a'^ii^ii?ehclofure, rubbilh and heaps of dones formed by cul¬ 
tivators. Two^eid dderns rife above thefe ruins, and leave people to divine 
how they could be filled. They are didinguifhable from the red cement 
with which they are dued internally, and above all from the mark which 
S the 
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the waters have there l4^t. One part of the town was on a plain, the other 
followed the ilope of the ground inclibed towards the fea. We remarked 
in the eaft {^rt, the remains of tie gates of the town. We in vain looked 
for marbles, infcrlp|i^s, and bafs-reliefs i every thing has difappeared or 
ferved for the conftru^ic^(|f a Greek monaRery which has been erected on 
thefe ruins, and in w<^w«rej|»bppy to pa6 the night. 

-* ... .. . 

From the time ofarrival in ^£TE.tIU tj^e approaches of the autumnal 
equinox, Reaomu^I .^thenaopieter, ..with^^rits of wine, was^conRantly 
during the day, at^, a4);.and^l4on at 27 degrees, in aroom.vdth^Aorth- 
eall afpe<5t. We.had<at moR had, 25 degrees at Santohin and at. JVlti.o ; 
22, and 23 at Naxia. Tru&it is that the feafbn was fomewhat lefs ad¬ 
vanced when wervifited thofe iRanda, 

Dnring the three fummer months, the ezceRive heat of the fun is con- 
ftantly tempered every day*- from eight or nine o’clock in the morning till 
the evening^.by the-.rather rapid current of air which prevails from north 
to fouth in the Iflands of the AacHiPELAGO and on the npclherit coaR of 
Crete. This rcfrething wind, called emAnt, takes its courfe aad>M modi¬ 
fied throughout the. Levant, according to the direction, of the cdaRs and 
the extent of fea which lies before them. We lhalL remark, by the' way,, 
that it is fouth-weR on the fouthern coaR of Crete, of Cyerur, and of 
Garamania; nearly north-wcR at Smyrna and Alexandria; wcR at 
Tyre, Sidon, and on all thccoaR of Syria. It comes to Athens, from 
the weR or from the Gulf of Lepante; and this it<s& which the .Greeks 
defignated under the name of Zephyr. During^ t|wyaight, the.wind takes 
a. contrary direAion; it .comes from the Jand.to the Ika; it lamare faint than 
during, the day, and never extends beyond three or fovr. 


The 
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The winds are variable in the other feafons, efpecially towards the eqtri* 
noxes: at the end of Frudtidor, we experienced, with a foutherly wind which 
lafted two days, a heat of from 30 to 32 degrees. The horizon was then as 
if charged with fmoke, and the rays of the fun were reddifh and faint, as is 
remarked in Egypt, when the (ame wind is ^t. ^tizen Pkyron, a 
ftiip-taptain, told us that being at anchor aV^.$jDa>A, on the 30th of May, 
1793, the heat became fo confiderable frotn Cijght .to-eleven o’clock at night, 
during a gale of wind from the ffttth,'that peopS^ could fcarccly breathe, 
and every one felt a geo6nl ' The iroxT^uns .jC^ his fliip had con- 

trafted violent a degree of heat, |h|^.a^gcrro^oii^ not lean his hand 
on them without being forced to withdraw it immed^tely, This faft was 
certified to us by Citizen Mure and the other Frenchmen fettled at Canka. 
It is to be regretted that no one afeertained, by means of the thermometer, 
the true degree of heat which prevailed during this memorable evening. 

Though the cold isfharply felt in winter, on In a and on the fummit of 
the Wjhte MovuTAiNSy and though they are covered with fnow as early as 
the end of Brumaire, the temperature is, nevertheleis, very mild in the plains 
and towards the coalls. There it does not freeze: there the rains are fre¬ 
quent, but of fhort duration. The fun appears almofl: immediately after 
the rain, and the iky is frequently clear and ferene. In furamer it never 
rains, cither in Cuetf, or in the Iflands of the AEge'an Ska. The dew is 
then fufEcient for the fupport of, the vegetation of the plants which grow 
Ipeataneoully in thefe climates. Almofl ail the others mud be watered, if 
it be willed to-cultivate them with any fuccefs. 

It has been remuked at Cane a, that when the wind is to the northward 
or to the eadw»xd,i the waters of the fea arc very low, and that they are, on 
the contrary, high, when the wind blows from the weftern quarter, or even 

when 
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when it is in that direction in -the offing, although it may not have 
reached the illand. The dlffereitce which we ourfclves obierved on the level 
of the waters during the ftay that we made in Crete, is about two feet. 
In the fummcr, the, IMiaters are, in the harbour, eight or ten inches below 
the top of a rock ^uatt^ oppolite to the windows of the conful’s houfe: 
they rife cigjilf 'df t«n lacheff abot^ tjiis rock when the wind fliifts to the 
weft. Citizen Munit cv& i&ured usrthat in violent wcfterly gales, the level 
of the waters tofe aiwaj^feven or eight inches higher, fo as to cover other 
rocks fituated oppo^'JCp’fhe an^,,of the^buife which Citizen M^oalok, 

' , *'% ' 1jii • -1 jt V ' ^ 

a merchant^ bccupin tomhds fhe emi^ce of theliarbour. 

This difference in the level or the .waters has nothing to do with the flu* 
and reflux which is obferved in fome parts of the Mediterhakeam. It 
proceeds only from the ftrength of the wind, which, in the former cafe, 
impels the waters from the coafts towards the open fea, and, in the latter,' 
brings them from the open fea towards the coafts. At Canea, the fouth 
wind produces no very perceptible difference, while it raifes, ^in a veiy re¬ 
markable manner, the waters in all the iflands of the Archipelago, and 

v; 

on all the coafts of the .^oean Sea. 

On the yth of Brumaire (zSth of Oftober) at five o’clock in the mor nii^g^ 
we felt at Canea, an earthquake the (hocks of which, though .of no gnat 
violence, lafted fome feconds: it was calm at this moment^ bnt (hottly, 
after the wefterly wind blew with impetuoflty for fevcral d|^.^ inhabi¬ 
tants toki us that earthquakes are not uncommon an^png ^em; and ^ we 
confult hiftory, we fee that this ifland has experiencad ypry unible ones at. 
different periods. The moft remarkable is that which .t<ppk ^ace in 1490: 
it extended over the whole ifland, from eaft to Weft, .^d occalioned very 
conliderahle damage. 
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CHAPTER Xlf. 

' ''Jf 

Divijton of the ijland.—Of the agas.—r>Of 'their rigRGt on the lands.—Qf the 
police which they exercife. — ReJkcAions. on this ^ubject:—Of the 7 iations 
which have fucceeded each other r» Crete.— Qf the Ab'adiots,—Of the- 
Sphachipts*—Hijloricul Juijnmary rejecting Lae^bro Canziani.. 

T . 

HE luand of Crete Is divided into thcee pachallks or governments, 
die chief places of which are Candia, Canea, and Retimo. Ih the 
firft of thefe towns is a pacha with three tails, ferafkiery or general in chief 
of all the forces of the iiland: In the other two, is a pacha with two 
tails, independent of that of Candia, as to the adminiflrative part and 
the police, but fubjeft to him in every thing that concerns the military de¬ 
partment. AU three, in their turn and in their provinces, arc to fuperintend: 
the colleAion of the impoft, and'the fafety of the plhces which' are intruded 
to them. They are alfo bound to caufe juftice to be done by the cadis, and 
to order their leniences to be executed, as we have laid eliewhere. 

The pachaliks are divided into a certain number of didridts, and each 
difttift comprHes, in its extent, a certain number of villages, fomc of which 
belon^J^ the io^li^erial'mofques, fome to the fultana-motherand'the greater 
number, under thantune of Msi.iKiAjii'^-A'GAssit are granted for life to agas 
or lords, in cOafideration of a fum of money, more or lefs great, paid into 
the imperial tmlnty-before the Hrman of invediture, and an annual quit- 
rent, which is carried into the coffers of the treafurer of Candia, for the 
maintenance of the fortreffes and the pay of the troops of the country. 


All 
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All land.owners, Greeks or Mufiulmans, pay to the aga, to the mcfque, 
or to the Tultan, a feventh of the produce of their lands. They are al(b 
obliged to carry their olives to the mills which the agas alone have a right 
to caufe to be conftru&ed. Oil pays a feventh; and, what becomes a very 
important obje< 5 t to the lord, the .crufts.*, or miry waters, which remain as 
an indemnincation for. the workmen whom he places at the mill for the ex- 
tradlion of the oil, and for the hqrfcs that he furnithes for the preffing of the 
olives. 

The police of the viftage bdongs to the aga: for this purpwfc he appoints 
a fouhachi, a Muffulapum like himfelf, a fubaltern tyrant, always more 
greedy, more untraftable, than his matter. Being an informer of every 
thing he fees, of every thing he hears, a troublefome inquifitor into the for¬ 
tune of all, incefl’antly occupied in fetting the inhabitants at variance, in 
fomenting hatred among them, the Ibubachi is the moft mifehievous being 
that Turkilli policy has created for the misfortune of the Greeks. The 
aga makes ufe of him for punilhing the fmallett faults, real or fuppol^, 
by arbitrary fines, by imprifonment, and not unfrequently even by the 
baftinado. 

The Greeks appoint among themlelves a capitani or primate, chaiged 
to conciliate people’s minds, and to terminate in an amicable manner the 
diftcrences which may arifir among them. He is a juftice of peace, to 
whole opinion the wifeft always fubmit, in order to avoid the formidable 
claw of the cadi, to whofe tribunal all litigious affairs sirb'dafrtdd as a laft 
refort. The primate alfo watches over the intereft of all. To him it is 

* Crufts or lees. From thefe a rather conliderable quantity of oil b drawn, as Well 
as irom the waters which have been poured boiling on the leesiwfter the extraAion of the 
viigin oil. Thefe waters are received into large refervoirs: the oil which detaches icfelf 
from the lees, or thick part, rifes by degrees to the furface of the water. 
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that the aga addFcHes hinafclf^when he has orders to give, or reqxiells to- 
make ; when -he requires labourers for the culture of his fielclsr for works 
of public utility. The Greeks alfo appoint a dafcalor., or writer, who- 
keeps a regiftcr of the -names of tl»c inliabitants, of the fums at which they 
&Te taxed fbr their karatch, and of thole wbkh they are to pay the aga after 
each harVeft. ' , . ; - 

No Greek can t^arr}- without thepern^on pf th»aga, a permiflion which 
be mult purchafe by a prefent,. fuch .as a Ihecf, a lamb, or a few fowls. If 
the fiiic one pleale the aga, . he foftietimcs keeps her himfelf,. without 
any one daring to oppofe it. The cpdgel is to ftrike the. 

reludtant Greek} and woe be to the audacious ijsAawfao lliould prefer a com¬ 
plaint to the pacha or to the Ports ! He would pay with his fortune,, 
and frequently with his head, for fuch a hep. The aga, in this c^ife, 
marries, in the ^apin manner, with the free confent, or what is under¬ 
hood to be hich, of this woman. Ottoman manners oppole his living 
with her} and. if Ihe perlihed in refulSng to receive his hand, however power¬ 
ful the aga might be, he would be obliged to delilb from his pretenlions. 
Not unfiequently, after having kept this Greek woman two or three years, 
he turns her off for another, and marries her to fome Gteek inhabitant of 
the village, who dares not refiife her. It is aherted, that it is uncommon 
for a Greek woman not to be battered at lharing the bed of her lord, young 
or old, whatever may be the (hame which the men attach to it, and 
the fkte that (he mu.h experience fooner or later; fo true it is that here,, 
as ellewhcre* joitj^ity is feduAive, and vanity not to be relihed. 

Married men are not permitted to quit the ihand, unlels they are mari- 
ne|9, or merchants. There has been ieen hanging to the mah of his boat a 
haravokiri*i who had dared to infringe this law, and who had, by healtli. 


* Maftes or captain of a bark, boat, or vclTrl. 


carried 
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carried unh^py beings to the Gulf of Ephesus. Bachelors are, never- 
thelefs, permitted to go and work in the Mo be a and elfewherei but a tax 
of fixty parats or two piaftres a head is required of them before their depar* 
ture» 

If a murder happen in the village, or on its territoiy, and' the delinquent 
be not known, the aga mud pay to the pacha a fum of money, which he 
levies on aH the inhabitants. He retains a part for himfelf: this is the 
cudom in Turkey; never does maaey pals through the hands of a man 
without his keeping a portion of it. Taxes here are always arbitrary,, and' 
more or lefs fictvy, according to the population and the circumdances of the 
inhabitants. If it be a Mui&lman who has been found dead, the iiim de¬ 
manded is exorbitant, becaufe religion has been outraged in one of its 
members. Such an adaffination, betides, is almod always drllowed by the 
death of feveral Greeks. Tire relations and friends of the deceafed think 
it their duty, and that their honour is intereded, to adadinate, in their turn, 
the drd inhabitants that happen to fall in their way; and though the law 
does not authorize them to do this, and ought even to punKh tbem^ they 
are almod always ablblved by popular opinion. 

If a Greek have committed a ferious odence, or if he be accufed of any,, 
which amounts nearly to the fame thing, the pacha intervenes, and demands 
the delinquent, in order to have him tried and condemned. For this pur- 
pofe he mud apply to the aga, who gives him up immediately, or defends 
him till after the fcntence of the cadi. The Greek ofteH'gets out of 'a- 
ferape, by means of the arrangements which he enters into with his aga, 
and of the facridees which he makes towards him and the pacha. He who 
has nothing, pays with his head; he who podeffes fomething, is incedantly 
expofed to lote it, as has been fliewn: this depends on the will of the pacha„ 
and frequently too on that of the foubachi. 




With 
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With -all the means which the law of the ftrongeft has put into the 
hands of the oga, it may well be fu(pe£Eed that -he never fails to i^ufe them, 
^d to fqueese as much as he can the unfortunate cultivators. For in- 
Ranee, he .purchafes, at a low price, their commodities (with the exception 
of wine), which he generally does not pay for till after he has fold them, and 
-derived from them conliderable proHt. 

All that I have juR faid is applicable bnly to the Greek villages fubjec^ 
<to the ^ast Thofe which belong to mofques, or to the fultana-mother, 
.are fomewhat Jefs oppreRed tbao the others, biecauie the cultivators may 
have -their complaints heard by the Rdtasi or the loipe<Roff the mofques, 
who are intereRed in prote^ing them ^inft the agents that they employ 
for the recovery o£ their rights. The Turkilh villages, like thofe of the 
Greeks, are fubjecR to the police of the aga. Owners of cRates pay in the 
lame manner; but they are all exempt from gratuitous labour, and the 
aga would foon be difplaced and puniRied, if all the inhabitants preferred 
at once their complaints to the pacha, or to the Porte, againR any injuf- 
tice of too revolting a nature. 

It is unneceRary to repeat here that the Greeks can neither occupy em- 
{doyments emanating from the government, nor can be admitted into any 
corps of troops, unlefs they have embraced the religion of Mahomet. 

Thus it is that the iftand, which (b long prolpered under the laws of 
-Mihos, is at this day governed; thus it is that the inhabitants of a country', 
Avhere liberty in a manner took birth, are bent under the yoke of the moR 
(hameful Ravery, notwithRanding the fea which furrounds them, and the 
jaountains by which they are defended. 


Subject 
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SubjeA to tbe laws which a virtuous king had prefentcd to them in the 
name of the Divinity, who undoubtedly infpired him, the Cretans were wile 
and happy; they w«rc fo when, fatisfied with necetfarics, they folely fought 
their fubfiftence in the bofom of the earth which they themfelves cultivated, 
and in the produce of the flocks that riiey reared on the monntains with 
which the ifland is covered.. 

When they wifhed to procure themfelves fuperfluities; when they modi* 
fled or changed the laws of their legiflator;, when every city wifl>ed to form 
an independent Rate; when the rich, along time at variance with the poor^ 
fljcceeded in getting pofleflion of power, then the citizens deflined to defend 
the countiy were diflinguilhed from thofe who were to feed it; their.the 
fields were no longer cultivated but by the hand of flaves; private education 
and public inflitutions all ftill tended, indeed, to render man robuft and 
fkilful, courageous, and intrepid; but morals were relaxed, the public mind 
was enervated, and the authority of the Jaws was frequently called in ques¬ 
tion. The Cretans, become refllefs and turbulent, ambitious and covetous, 
waged unjuil wars, plundered their neighbours, and deflroyed each other. 
Prefently, the field of tlieir robbery being no longer fufficiently extenfive, 
they infefted the feas with their velTels, diflurbed the tranquillity of the 
nations of the Archipelago, and molefted their commerce: they were 
on the point of dcflroying it, had not the Rhodians armed themfelves in 
defence of all, and Succeeded in burning, finking, or difperfing, for^ fonie 
time, the fleets of thefe pirates. 

From that period it was no longer the love of liberty that Rill upheld 
for a few moments the degenerated Cretans; it was the love of indepen* 
dence, it was a remnant of their ancient valour, it was the courage and 
virtue of their auceftors, that Hill guided them in battle. They for a long 
time refilled the Romans, already mailers of a part of the world; they 
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£ven beat them fometimes, but were obliged to yield to the talents and 
fortune of Metellus; they loll their fleets, and found themfelves forced 
to abandon their laws, and receive thofe of the conquerors. 

When* under the emperors of the East* chriftianity was introduced 
into this ifland, liberty for a coniiderable time had no longer cxifted: 
the courage of the inhabitants, enfeebled by a foreign yoke, became daily 
more enervated under a mild and comforting rcKgion* which preached obc- 
-dieoce, humility, and a contempt fbr the bleflings of this world. Ac¬ 
cordingly, the Saracens, led on by the love of conquell and the wilh of 
jnopagating their creed, had only to make their appearance in 823 in order 
-to become mafters of the ifland, and to eftablilh themfelves there, in Ipitc 
of the cflTorts of Michael II. emperor of Constantinople. Nice- 
SBoaus Phocas, as intrepid a warrior as an unlkilful fovereign, drove the 
Saracens -from Cr'ete in 961, and re>united that ifland to the empire of 

the East, of which it formed a part till the capture of Constantinople 
* > 

'by the cruladers, in 1204. The Marquis de Montfekrat fold it in, 
1211* to the Venetians, who were already eftabliflicd in fomc iflands of 
the Archipelago, and tlie latter preferved it till they were driven from it 
by- the Turks. 

Among the people who at this day inhabit the Ifland of Crete, are to be 
remar}ted Abadiots, MulTulmans by religion, Arabs by origin, and remains 
of thofe Saracens of whom we have juft fpoken. Their countenance, dif- 
.ferent from that of the Turks, and the Arabic language which they Ipeak 
among themielves, leave no doubt on this fubje<ft. JSwarthy, meagre, and 
.of middling ftature, tiie Abadiots are miftruftful, malicious, and vindi^ive: 
-they always go armed, like the Turks, and kill each other on the fmalleft 
provocation. They occupy twenty little villages to the fouth of Mount 
-Ida, and form a population of about four thoufand perfons. They receive 

and 
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and give an afylum in their houfes to the Turks and the Greeks who have 
committed any ciimes; but they require them to remain quiet, and not to 
meddle in their aflUirs. If thefc malefaftors become troublcfomc, if they 
give any caufe of diflalisfaflion, the Al)adiols thcmfclves kill them, in order 
to get rid of them; but, in no cale, do they give them up to juftice, by 
which they arc claimed and purfued. Rcftraincd by the Turks and the 
Greeks, and watched by their agas, the Abadiots dare not indulge them* 
fclv'cs too openly ifi robbery. However, they fometlmes make incurlions 
into the Greek monafteries which lie within reach of their villages, and 
when they can, lay the friars under contribution. 

It was they who, in 1772, plundered an Englilh vefleJ, after having 
murdered her crew. The captain, having kept the fca tor a long time, 
wilhed to approach the fouth coaft of the itland, in order to look for an an¬ 
chorage, and renew’ his flock of water. The light of a cultivated land 
attradled him into a cove in the vicinity of the Paxii^ade Iflands, where 
he rightly fuppolcd that he would find water. No fooner was the vcflcl 
brought to an anchor, than almofl all the crew haflened to land, in order 
to look for the Ijiring or the rivulet which the appearance of the ground in¬ 
dicated. All on fudden a troop of Abadiots fell on them, cut them to 
pieces, and repaired on board, by means of the ftiip’s longboat, before the 
captain could fufpeft what had happened on fliore. 

t 

The inhabitants of the high mountains fituated to the fouth of Cam.a 
and Retimo, arc confi<lered as the real defeendants of thofc famous Cretans 
fo long mafters of the country. Know;n at the prefent day under the namc^ 
of Sphachiols, they are dlftinguifiicd from the other Greeks by their tall 
ftature, by their hancllbnie look, by their love of liberty', by their courage, 
their Ikill, and, above all, by the hatred which they have vowed againfl 
the ufurpers of their ifi.ind. 
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Mountains have been at all times, and among all nations, the lafl a(}'lum 
of liberty, as they have always been the abode of ftrength and. health. A' 
rugged, untra(flable foil, which affords little fubfiflcnce, w'l.sch comjjels man 
to a long and obftinate labour, which fubjecls him to fobricty, at d con¬ 
demns him to all forts of privations, tcarcely tempts conejuering nations,, 
when every rock, beffdcs, is transformed into a fortiefs, when it is necetTary- 
to fight at every ftep vigorous, energetic men, who defend with obflinacy 
the foil which has given them birth, and the independence which it procures 
them. 

Under the Romans, under the Saracens, under the Venetians, and under 
the Turks, the Sphachiots had found means to preferve (heir laws and tliclr 
cuftoms. They annually appointed their magiftrates in the general aflem- 
blics of the people. Obliged by the Turks to tranfport, in fummer, from 
the top of their mountains, the icc ncceflary for the coufumption of the 
inhabitants of Cave a and Retimo*, they paid no tax, no impoftj they 
had no agas; they never favv among them the agents of the TurklQi govern¬ 
ment; tbey formed, in a word, a republic in Ibme meafore iudej)endent, 
when, in 1769, fome Ruflian emiflarics came to diffuib the peace, and im¬ 
pair the happineft which thele privileged Greeks enjoyed on their mountains. 

Whether Catherine had really conceived the projeft of expelling the 
Turjts from Europe, and ot placing her grandfon on the throne of Con¬ 
stantine; whether (he wilhed only to call the attention of her enemies to 
a diftance from the places whither Ihe was going to carry her principal forces;, 
it is certain that, on the unexpefted appearance of tome Ruflian line-of- 
battle fliips, in February 1770* in the environs of Coron and of Nava- 
BiN, all the Greeks of the Morea, thofc of Maceponia and of Epirus, 

* The inhabitant* of Can-dia procure it from Mount Ira- 

and 
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and tlie greater part of thofe of llic Arciiipkt.aoo, rofe at the fame inllant, 
flew to arms, and nianifeflcd a courage of which they were not thought 
capable. At this period twenty thoufand mulkcts diftnbuted opportunely, 
and ten thoufand Ruffians commanded by experienced generals, would cer¬ 
tainly have produced, throughout European Turkov, a revolution which 
would for ever have delivered the Greeks of thofe countries from the Otto¬ 
man yoke. 

The Sphachiots, in thefe circumftanccs, were noi the laft to take up arms. 
Some hundreds of the bravefl among them went and joined the Mainols 
their friends, and proceeded together to offer their fervices to Count Oux.oi f, 
A greater number were preparing to fet out, when they received an account 
that the Rufiians, who had but three Ihips of the line and two frigates, 
which were deflitute of military florcs and land-forces, had railed the fiegc 
of CoRov, and deferted the Greeks, who had already made themielves 
mafters of Navarin, Patras, Misitba, and Ibme other towns lefs im¬ 
portant. 

The Albanian Muffulmans, againfl: whom no precaution had been taken, 
cither by fea or by land, they who a few batteries on the Ifthmus of 
Corinth, and a few veflels of fmall force in the Gulfs of Lepante and 
Athens, would have prevented from coming into the Mouea, immediately 
fpread themfelves over that peninfula, beat every where the Greeks,’ dif- 
heartened by the unexpeded retreat of the Ruffians, and made among them 
a horrible flaughter. The ravage which thefe Albanians committed on that 
unfortunate land, will nev'er lie repaired as long as the Turks ffiall be mailers 
«f thole countiies, and the caprice of a lew rulers lhali be able to dilpoie ^ 
the fortunes and tlie lives of the inhabitants. 
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The pacha of Can Di v, informed of the concIucT; of the Sphacliiots, re*- 
folvcd, in the (lime year 1770, to march againft them vvitli all t'.jc forces of 
the illand. He wilhcd to exterminate them, and by thofe means atT-rd a 
terrible example of feverity to all the Greeks who might be tempted to imi¬ 
tate them. The Turks, always ready to fight when they are perluaded that 
there are chriAians to be killed, towns to be plundered, boys and girls to 
be violated, and Aaves of all ages and of both fexes to be fold, were foon 
united under their colours. Soldiers and cultivators, traders and workmen, 
all wiQied to take a part in this expedition. Fifteen thoufand men, armed 
at all points, arrived in a few days at the nearcA mountains, on which they 
found not one inhabitant. The women and children of the Sphachiots, 
accompanied by the old men and the infirm, had gained the moA elevated 
fpots, and the moA inaccellible places. Thofe whofe age allowed them 
to handle a mufket or a fword, to the number of upwards of two thoufand^ 
poAed with intelligence at the fecond chain of their mountains, difputed 
with courage every rock, Aopped for. a long time, at every gorge, the Turks 
by no means habituated to this manner of fighting; and when a paiTagg 
was forced, or a rock carried, the Sphachiots, lightly clothed, and lightly 
armed, accuAomed to climb mountains, difappeared in a moment; while 
the Turk, who knows not how to fight but on horfeback, who is both 
heavily clothed, and heavily armed, could not follow his enemy acrofs the 

rocks and precipices^ which it was neceffary to clear in order to reach him, 

* 

During the whole fummer, the Turks difplayed a great deal of perfe- 
verance in fighting the Sphachiots; but being afterwards furprifed at a refiA- 
ance which they did not expeft, difappointed in their hopes, frightened at 
the approaches of the cold, and tired of a painful and difagrceable war, they 
loudly demanded to return home. The Sphachiots, on their fide, found 
themfelves reduced to the laA extremity: almoA all their villages had been. 

fet 
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fet on fire: a great number of their women and children had been carried 
off; they had loft tliclr fluckn.; their provifions were exhaufted; and the 
earth which they could not cultivate, no longer afforded them any thing; 
fo that they received with j.lcafure the firft propofals that were made to 
them: they confented to pay the annual tribute to which all the Greeks 
arc fubjedV; and, by thefe means, they were enabled to return to their ha-- 
bitations, and continue their barter with tite maritime tovvnsv 

As the Turks, on this occafion, had not been able to take with thertr 
horfes, and to caufe themfelvcs to be followed by bcafls ot burden, they 
had thought of loading three or four thoufand Greeks with their ba^age; 
and in the different battles which they i.ad to fight, they placed thefe Greeks 
in front of them, in order to make themfelvcs a.rampart of their bodies. 

This trait of barbarity and cowardice, which was related to us by a great 
number of Sphachiots, was what moft affefted thefe brave mounlaineen;; 
and what moft contributed to reduce them to a deplorable condition. Fre» 
quently they durft not fire on their enemies, for fear of hitting thole whom 
they confidered as their brothers,, ftill more unfortunate than themfelvcs. 

Although the Sphachiots pay their karatch with the greateft repugnance, 
and are well difpofed to avail themfclves of the firft favourable moment'for 
attempting to lhake off the yoke which hangs heavy on their necks,' they 
took good care, during the laft war of tlie Ruffians againft the Turks, not 
to yield to the felicitations that were made to them to take a part in the 
armaments which took place at Tkieste, and which were commanded by 
Captain Lambro. They had, on this occafion, formed a better judgment 
of events, than they had done on the other; and, indeed, they have had 
only to congratulate themlelvcs on this condudl; they would infallibly have 
loft the few privileges which they have remaining. 


Lamdro 
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IvAMuro Cakziani, born at Theres of poor parents, gave himrelf 
up. Iron! his infancy, to the profeflion of a fcaman. Early in life he was 
acquainted with all the coaft. of Greece and of the Pelopoj. xesi; sj he 
vifited aliijoft all the iflands of the Arcjiipelagoj he had fevcMl times 
occafion to anchor in all the harbours and in all the bays of the Black 
Sea; and though he was but a common’ failor, he diftinguiOied himfelf in 
fuel) a ma;.ner by his intelligence, his course, his boldncfs, and, above all, 
by his hatred towards the Turks, that he w'as admitted, while ycr young, 
as an officer, into the fcrvice of Russia. In this quality, he took part 
in the fiege of Coron, in 1770; he was in the fame year at the engage¬ 
ment of Tchesme'. He fignalized himfelf repeatedly on the Black Sea 
during the conqueft of the Crimea by the Ruffians; at laft he was pro¬ 
moted, by thc.cmprefs'of Russia* to the rank of colonel. 

The war which took place in 1787 made this man, who w'as no lefs bra\n. 
than enterprifing, conceive the hope of afting a great part in his own coun¬ 
try. He knew that the Greeks arc always roufed at the word Liberty: he 
knew them to be capable of the greateft efforts for obtaining it: he flattered 
himfelf with relealing them from the Ottoman yoke, if the court of Russia 
would accede to bis views. 

But it a^ipears that CATiiERtHE was not diljrofed to fecond projefts whicii 
:fhc, perhaps, thought extravagant, and perhaps, too, (he was dilluaded from 
it by.the Ruffian nobility, who, it is laid, conlider the conqueft of Euro¬ 
pean Turkey, and the emancipation of the Greeks, as contrary to their in- 
.terefts. Be.this as it may, Lamuuo, being neither able to obtain from the 
^emprefs money nor fhips, did not the left decide on fitting out at Trieste, 
at the expenfe of his friends, twelve fmall vcffels, of which he took the 
.command, and on board of wliicb he obtained permiffion to hoift the Ruffian 
ilag. 


However 
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ITovVCVcr feeble this armament was, it greatly perplexed the Turks; it 
electrified the Greeks of the Mouea and of Epirus; thofe of the Arciii- 
PiiL AGo contented thcnifclves with fending privately a few failors; thofe of 
CoNM ANTiNOPLF, SMYRNA, and Salonica, appeared to take no part in 
it; but ail fecrctly furnilhed money. 

Already was this fleet reinforced by important captures ; already did Lam- 
BRO confider himfelf as the approaching deliverer of Gueeck, when, all 
of a Ridden, the object of the war was changed, and it was terminated by 
an unexpected peace. In 1790 and 1791, it was much more important, to 
Hop the progrefs of the French revolution, than to render the Greeks inde¬ 
pendent. The two courts of Austria and Russia- were, in fome meafurc, 
obliged to adjourn the war againfl the Turks at the moment when the coa- 
lefeed powers would have parcelled out Francf, divided her fcHfCcs, annihi¬ 
lated her fleets, and burnt or defiroyed her arfenals. 

Peace being concluded, Lamdro received orders to lay afide the Ruflian 
flag, and even to lay up his fquadron. He obeyed for a moment; but pre- 
fently he began again to cruife under the fame flag, and once more infefted 
the Auchipei.aoo and the coaft of the Morka. Tlie Porte complained 
to the Ruflian ambafllidor, who difowned Lambro; fo that there remained 
for the Turks no other courfc to take than to arm quickly, in order to flop 
the progrefs of a man whom they knew to be powerfully fupported. 

Lambro, who had then fcveral frigates or corvettes, and a great number 
of other fmall veffels well equipped, and manned by determined men, rc- 
lifled by his courage, or cicaped by his fkill, from the fliips which the Porte 
fent againfl him. But he was afterwards attacked by forces fo confidcrablc, 
commanded by the Algerines and the Turks united, that he was entirely dc- 
ftroyed, and ran the greateft rifk of loling his life. On this occaiion, he 

1 performed 
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performed prodigies of valour; and though he had to fight feveral fliips oF 
the iine, he disputed the viAory the whole day: he had feen almotl the 
whole ot his flotilla taken, funk, or burnt, while he was ftill fighting. His 
fljip was full of thot-holes, and threatened every moment to carry him to 
the bottom. Night fortunately came and put an end to this too unequal 
conflict, and .ilfo furniflied him with the means of making his efcape in 
boats with part of the heroes by whom he had been fo nobly fupported. 

This reverfe did not damp the courage of Lambro: his genius and 
adtivity furniflied him with frcfli rcfources. It was not long before he had 
a fquadron almoft as flrong as the former, with which he again made his 
appearance in the Arcuipei.ago. It is certain that this extraordinary^ man 
would long have perplexed the Porte, had he not had the inadvertence 
to difoblige almoft all the Greeks, by making an improper ufe of the credit 
and forces which he hcld from their gencrofity; by imperiuufly requiring what 
was at firft, on their part, only a voluntary offering; by tolerating the cx- 
cefies in which the crews of his vcflels indulged themfelves; and if, in fliort, 
in order to procure money, he had not, like a real pirate, taken the liberty 
of attacking and cajituring indifcriminatcly merchant-vcffcLs, which his in- 
tcreft even preferibed to him to refpedl:. A kcrlanguifch and a galley under 
his orders ventured, in May or June 1792, to attack and burn two French 
.fliips lying at anchor a league from Napoli »i Ro.m.vnia, although there 
was in the feas of the Levant a divifion of French frigates deftined to 
proteil our commerce. 

In the mean lime the Porte, infor.iied of the new armament of Lambro, 
and of the part which the Mainois were taking in it, had reinforced the 
fquadron of the captain-pacha; and, at the fame time, caufed its troops of 
the More A to march, in order to attack the Mainots on the fide of 

Misitb A, 
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Misitra, while the fquadron fliould ad in the Gulfs of Corok and Co- 
tOKYTUiA, which was known to be Lajubro’s refuge. 

At the time when M. i>e CnorsEri. was informing M. de St. Vallier,’ 
commander of the divifion, of what was going on, M. de Venel, captain 
of the MovssTEy had arrived at Cor on, in order to revenge the outrage 
committed on the French flag. Having learnt that Lamero was at anchor 
in Porto Q,caglio, he immediately made tail for the purpofe of forcing 
in his retreat this man, who was now no more than a dangerous pirate that 
it was neceflary to haftcn to deftroy. 

On the 17th of June, M. de Vekel prefented himfelf off the harbour: 
he found it well fortified, and in a good ftate of defence. In a fmall cove, 
fituatcd by the fide of the harbour, was a cutter moored with a fpringon her 
cable, and proteded by two batteries eroded on fliore; it was by this part 
that M. DE Venel refolvcd to commence his attack. While he was pre¬ 
paring for battle, he few arrive the fquadron under the orders of Hussein, 
who was come alfo with the intention of attacking Lambro’s flotilla. 

In the courfe of the day the French frigate had two engagements, during 
which the greatly damaged the batteries, and in particular handled the cutter 
■very roughly. Towards the evening, flic had a third adion in concert with 
a Turkith frigate, and for the night, with a view of preventing any velTel 
from making her cfcape either from the cove or the harbour, the captain- 
pacha fent another frigate and three kerlanguifchs, the command of which 
he gave to M. de Venel. On the 18th, the batteries of the cove ceafed 
their fire, and the cutter was carried. On the feme day, the French frigate, 
accompanied by two Turkifli frigates and three kerlanguifchs, went to attack 
Porto Qliaulio. Lamuro’s flotilla confifled of eleven vclTcls of diflerent 
flzes. The engagement laded all the red of the day. It was remarked, that 

VtrL. 11. r E 
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the whole of the enemy’s fire was dirc-fted againft the JlfoDESTE. Lambrck 
was perfuaded, no doubt, that if he could cripple her, it would have been 
cafy for him to cfcape from the forces of the pacha. 

At night-fall a council of war was held on board the flag-ftiip; and it wai 
refolvcd, agreeably to the opinion of M. Pi:y ron, lieutenant of the ModestEt 
that the French frigate fiiould cruife, as flie had done on the preceding 
nights, with the tv/o Turkifli frigates and the three kerlanguifchs, and that 
at day-light the fliould force the entrance of the harbour, accompanied by 
the whole rquaikon. 

According to this plan, the attack was renewed on the 19th at day-break. 
The filence of the batteries and of the veffels at firft excited furprife; but it 
was foon difeovered that all of them had been abandoned during the night. 
Lamrro, and all the Greeks under his command, had made their elcapo 
among the Mainots, or, under favour of the night, had got oflF in their boats. 
The captain-pacha, delighted that he had been lb fuccefsful in his firft eflay, 
fwore eternal friendQiip to the French, promifed diftinguilhed protcdlion to 
her fcamcn, thanked M. Vknei., diftributed fome money and fomc re- 
frelhments to the crew of the A/qdeste, took poftellion of the deferted 
flotilla, and haftened to return to Constantinople, to receive the coa»- 
gratulations of the great and the benediAions of the people. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

Extent and population of the IJland of Crete .—Details refpecting the produo 
tions of each province.—Plants of xvhicli the inhabitants make ufe.^^ 
Katiiral hi/lory. 


The Ifland of Ciii:t7': Is about fixty leagues or thirty myriameters in length,' 
from its moft weftern coaft to Cape SAMoxurMy lituated in the moll eallera 
part. Its grcatefl breadth, in pafllng by Mount Ida, is about thirteen 
leagues. It is but three from the head of the Gulf of Mirahei. to Hieua 
Petra, and fix or feven from Rktimo to the mouth of the rivulet called 
Megalo Par AMO : but when a perfon travels on horfeback, the turnings 
which he is obliged to make, on account of the mountains, render the road 
every where as long again, independently of its being extremely rugged. 

The north coaft is much more finuous than the fouth: it has a greater 
number of harbours and roadfteads: here arc to be found excellent anchor* 
ages, while the fouth coaft alFords but a few places where a fliip can call 
anchor in fafety. 

I 

The rivers are, in a manner, nothing more than torrents fwelled in winter 
by the rains, and in the fpring by the melting of the fnow: few among them 
preferve all tlic year a part of their waters j but there are a tolerably great 
number of fprings, of which the inhabitants make ufe for the watering of 
the lands. True it is that the greater part of thefc fprings iffue fo clofe to 
the fca-lhore, that it is almoft impofliblc to employ them for that purpofe. 
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According to the regiftcrs of the collector of the karatch, the population 
of the Greeks muft be eftimated at one hundred and twenty thoufand; there 
are reckoned about twenty thoufand men paying that tax. If we next con* 
fidcr the great number of janizaries regiftcred in the towns, and if we pay 
attention that fome villages arc almoft entirely peopled by Turks, or partly 
by Turks and partly by Greeks, w'e fliall be inclined to believe that there 
arc in the ifland nearly as many of the one as of the other, and that the total, 
amount of the population is two hundred, and forty thoufand inhabitants. 

If we may credit the merchants who have grown gray in their counting- 
houfes, and who have directed an obferving eye to their commerce, the num¬ 
ber of the Greeks is infenfibly diminilhing from the efFeft of fervitude, from 
emigrations, from the difeouragement to which a cultivator is fubjedt, and. 
from the continual exaftions which they experience. Wretchednefs occations 
the death of fome from inanition in particular; it kills a great many children j. 
it oppofes the union of the two fexes. We may prefume, that if the 
Porte do not change its fyftem in regard to the non-Muflulmans, if it do 
not quickly decide on protedting them againfl. its agents, the population of 
the Greeks will difappear from the places occupied by the Turks, or the 
latter will be driven from the European continent on the firft opportunity 
that lhall prefent itfclf. 

We have faid that the iiland was divided into three governments, fubdi- 
vided into diftridls or provinces: we lhall take a look at the produdtions of 
each of them in particular. 

In the moft weftern part, lie Eissamos to the north, and Selino to the 
fouth, which divide into two portions the ground comprifed between that 
(pace. Kissamos, whofc name has been preferved till our time without 
alteration, was formerly the harbour of Avtera : at this day it is a fmall 

1 town. 
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town, which would be of Ibme importance,, had not the pachai prohibited 
the exportation of the commodities of the ifland, except from the chief place, 
of their government. 

This province is one of the beft cultivated and the moft produftive of 
the illand: it furniflies a tolerably large quantity of oil and^ wine; it pro¬ 
duces honey, wax, and filk: here very little barley and wheat are gathered. 
The greater part of its mountains are wooded: here are found fcattered a 
great many common and liolm oaks, the acorns of which allow the Greeks 
to breed a fufficiently large number of hogs. Here are alfb feen a great 
many carob-trees, whole fruits arc carried to Cane a. Above the village of 
T^vJsiALOt fltuateu on the firll link of the chain of the White Mountain.s, 
is a fomewhat confiderable forefl. of oaks-, whence is drawn the greater part 
of the wood and.charcoal that is confumed at Caxea. 

In this province, the vine deferves tome attention: it is cut lb near the 
root, that there remains no apparent fhoot; which does not prevent it from 
lending forth fcveral vigorous branches, and from yielding a tolerably great 
quantity of grapes. Thofe who are the bell cultivators, give but one Iioeing 
to their vines, and never put to them any manure. They prefer employing it 
on lands intended for the reception of grain,, or of fome kitclicn-garden 
plants. 

% 

When they wifli to plant a vine, the inhabitants of Kissamdst content 
themfelvcs with flicking in the ground, to the depth of two feet, a pointed 
iron, and with felting their plant in the hole, at the fame time pricking the 
earth all round by means of the fame iron. This method is undoubtedly 
defedtive; but it laves the expenfes of plantations; and in a country where 
it is dangerous for a man to be richer than his neighbour, induilry is always 
paralyzed. Befides, why Ihould the Greek endeavour, in the country-places. 


to 
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to double the produce of his field ? He is fatisfied if he have bread for Ids 
family: two or three cafks of wine are fufficient for him; if he had five or 
fix, it would be remarked ; the foubachi would not want pretexts for in¬ 
forming againft. him, and the aga means for dripping him. 

The wine of Kissamos is a claret, fpirituous, and of a tolerably good 
4 quality: as it is not an article of commerce, bccaufe the carriage to Ca^jea 
would be too cxpcnfivc, the Greeks and Muliulmans make of it a rather 
great confumption. The former convert a part of it into brandy for their 
winter dock, bccaufe it keeps better, and takes up Icfs room than wine. 

'The grapes are gathered in the beginning of Fru<5lidor: at this i)criod 
4hey have acquired their full maturity. They arc carried to the prefs coii- 
druded in mafonry in llie middle of the vinerj^ard ; there, they arc lieaj)cd 
up, and left eight or ten days exj^ofed to the fun. They are then (roclclcii; 
and the unfermeiited wine is carried home, where it is poured into calks. A 
fourth or a fifth part of water is generally added, and mod of the inliabi- 
tants arc in the habit of putting into the wine which they intend for the 
Turks, fait, plader, and even lime, in order to give it a tartnefs, wliich the 
Jattcr are fond of, and Jiold in requed. 

On the Gulf of Ki.ssamos is a quarry of beautiful gyi)rum, which the 
Cretans work ill. The mafons of the country arc acquainted with no other 
manner of .convening it into plader, than by putting it pounded, to the 
thicknefs of five or lix inches, into the baker’s oven. 

The fort of Grabusa, fituated on a deep iflet, at the mod wedern and 
northern part of Crete, is comprifed in the didricd of Kissamos. The 
Turks not being able to make themicives maders of this fort at the beginning 
of the lad centur}', rcfolvcd to corrupt tlic commander, and the latter was 
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Miinionit enough to hold out his hand to the gold that was offered to him, 
and cowardly enough to deliver up a place intrufted to him by the republic 
of Venice. The junftion of three fmall iflands and an advanced cape 
forms a natural harbour, in which the largeft fhips anchor in fafety. The 
poi)iilation of the Tuiks of Kissamos is eftimated at upwards of a tliird of 
the inhabitants. 

The province which lies to the fouth of that of Kissamos, has taken its 
name of Seeing, a fmall town built on tlie fouth coafl of the iflaiicl, in the 
filuation formerly occupied by Lissa, or I.jssus, a place of little importance, 
of which ProLi.uY makes mention. It is very fertile, although it is almoft 
entirely mountainous. It furniQics a little filk, honey, wax, and a tolerably 
large quantity of fruits,, fuch as cherries, apricots, peaches, pears, and oranges. 
This is the only province where the chcfnut-trec is cultivated : that tree is 
there abundant, and thrives exceedingly well on the fehiftofe hills and moun* 
tains of this country. The chefnuts are carried to Cane a, Rett mo, and 
Can OJA. In thole towns they arc eaten from the middle of Vendemiaire 
to the end of the fpring. Every year a rather large quantity is exported to 
SVRIA. 

I 

oil is, however, the principal commodity of Sr. i.ixo: it is reckoned better 
in this province, tlian in all the reft of the illand. The merchants of 
Canea generally cftablilh their Ipcculations on the quantity and the quality 
of the oils of SfiUKo. 

Wine, wheat, and barley, arc in no great plenty. The population of the 
Turks is eRimated at a fourth or a fifth of the inhabitants. 

After thefc two provinces come Cijjomia to the north, and Sphachia 
to tire fouth : the latter extends to the eaft much more than the former; it 

is 
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is confidered as tnaLing part of the pachalik of Canoia. Wc fnall relura 
lo it prefently, when wc have faid a word of the provinces fituatcd to the 
north, jcomprifcd in the pachalik of Canea and in that of Re i imo. 

OiDON'iA, or KinoviA, which has retained its name of the ancient C'ty 
of the Cretans, produces oil, grain, cotton, flax, filk, honc\', war, feme 
fruits, and a tolerably large quantity of chccfc; its territory is, in general, 
•extremely fertile. The neareft mountains which he to the fouth, being 
xnore temperate and more cool than the territory of Cane a, yield a great 
many fruits; little wine, a great deal of oil, and a middling quantity of 
wheat and barley, arc here produced. 

The firft; chain of the high mountains of SniAciiiA, which comes next, 
comprifed in the province of Kidoma, is covered with fnow for four or 
five months. It is, in general, flony and deflitute of earth : there are but a 
few narrow vallies which arc fufceptible of culture. Here barley is I'own in 
May, which is gathered in September. The harvefl. of this grain taking 
place, in the environs of the fea, at the beginning of May, it pretty fre¬ 
quently happens that the cultivator fows on thefe mountains the barley re¬ 
cently gathered in the plain. He may, in the fame manner, if he plcafe, 
come in Oflobcr, and low it again in the environs t)f the coaft. But as it 
has been found that new feed is not fo good as that which has lain (bnic time, 
it is .only for want of other feed that recourfe is had to the former. 

It is ajfo on thefe mountains that the fliKks are brought, as foon as the 
fhow is melted; and though the ground appears almoll naked, cattle here 
find a food, if not abundant, at leaft very rclifliing, and very fit for giving 
to their milk and their flefli a quality which cannot be attained by thofc 
that arc bred in the moft fertile places. 


The 
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In the environs of Came a, the population of the Turks is as numerous 
as that of the Greeks. 

Three leagues from this town begins the province of JpocoROXAt W'hich 
extends to the eaft as far as Arm ino, and to the fouth as far as the moun¬ 
tains of Spiiacuia. It prclents no paiiH ■il.i/ culture: it is mountainous, 
and furniflies in abundance oil, a fniall cjuantity of barley and wheat, and 
very little wine: it is more peopled by Greeks than by Turks. 

The province of Ret i mo, which comes next, is one of the bell culti¬ 
vated and motl produdlive of the iHand: it furniflies a great deal of oil, a 
little barley and wheat, and a tolerably large quantity of wine. The riling 
grounds and hills which Ikirt the fliore of Armiro, arc almoft all covered 
with vines. On the ncareft mountains which lie to the fouth, is to be re¬ 
marked a foreft of common and holm oaks, maples, and carob-trees, into 
which the inhabitants of Retimo come to cut the wood that they Rand ill 
need of. 

To the fouth of Retimo arc the two provinces of A io ssali and 

ylMAniy the only ones that arc comnrifed in this pachalik: they furnifh wheat, 
barley, oil, and fume fruits. The former, fituated to tlic north-weft of the 
oihcr, furnifl’ics, bcfidcs, excellent chcefc, which is confounded, in trade, 
with that of SiMiAciiiA. The Greeks arc more numerous than the Turks 
in the provinces of Aion-Vassaj.t and Amaki. 

• . 

The Sphachi.)ts, as we have faid, inhabit the high mountains which extend 
from eaft to weft, from the province of Si-:r ixo as far as lliat of A.maki : 
they are confidered as being compriftd in (lie pachalik of Canoia, though 
the interior [lolicc and adminiilration behaig to llicmlelvcs. Independently 
of a great number of villages wliich arc on thefe nioiintaijif, fj.nic are re-^ 
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marked towards the fouth coaft, and among others SriLtcuiA:, iheir duct 
place, where is a fmall harbour that contains Icvcn or eiglit large boats, of 
which the SpUachiots make ulb for their trade, and fonictinics too for the 
piracies which they praftife in imitation of their ancdlors. 

The Maltefe, In their cxcurflons, formerly frequented the harbour of 
Sph-4Ciiia. They were well received there by the inhabitants, who were 
eager to furnifli them with provifions and all the afliftance which they 
wanted. 

Sphaciua produces fcarccly any oil; but, to make the inhabitants 
amends, here are gathered a little wlicat and a pretty confidcrable quantity 
of barley: it alfo furniflics honey and wax. Its principal produdion confifls 
in little chccfcs made witli ewe’s milk, v/hich arc exported to Constan¬ 
tinople* 

During the winter, the Sphachiots are in the habit of fending their flocks 
towards the fea-fide, bccaufc in that mild and rainy fcafon grafs is there in 
plenty; but, on the firfl warm weather in fummer, they drive them back to 
browfe at home on the rich pafliurcs which the milder temperature and the 
gradual melting of the fnow always maintain in a date of verdure. 

Tixe wine which thefe Greeks make on the firfl. link of the chain of their 
mountains, would be fufficient for the wants of the whole year with a little 
economy; but they generally drinl^with fo much intemperance during the 
three or four months which fuccccd that of the vintage, that they are obliged 
to drink pure water the remainder of the year. Few among them arc 
prudent enough, it is laid, to ulc with Ibbriety a liquor as wholefbme, when 
it is taken in moderation, as it is prejudicial when the dofc is too powerful. 


The 
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The firft province that is met with in tlic north part of the ifland, after 
quilling the Iciiitory of Rf.timo, is called Nilo-Potamo : it extends to the 
fouth-cafl; even beyond Mount and com])rifcs the diflridts of Aulo-- 

PuTAiiu, JLmr.is, Aucadi, vind Uiso-Castro. It yields wheat, barley, filk, 
flax, cotton, and feme fruits: here is produced a rather large quantity of oil, 
though the p'eatcr ]!art of the olive-trees neither receive manure nor hoeing, 
and arc in fome mcaiure abandoned. 

This province was formerly comprehended in the pachalik of Retimo; 
but, about fifty years ago, a jiacha of Caxpi \, confidcring it as an excel¬ 
lent mine to be worked, warmly folicited tiic Pokte, and obtained, that it 
fliould be annexed to his pachalik. This meafure greatly contributed to di- 
minifh the number of the inhabitants, as well as the produce of the lands; 
for, independently of the exadtions which w'crc made on thofe who were in 
eai'y circumftanccs, iiic obligation to which the pacha fubjcdls all the culti¬ 
vators to carry their oils to CANr>iA, where lefs is paid for them than at 
Retimo, and the conhdcrablc incrcafe of the expenfes rcfulting from a 
greater diflancc and worfe roads, acrofs mountains which it is neceflary to 
p:ils—every thing has thrown the inhabitants into a fort of difeouragement 
of which the Porte is ignorant, and to which the pacha has no intention 
of putting a flop. Satisfied with incrcafing the jiroduce of the cuftoms, 
the latter gives himfelf little concern whether the inhabitants have to lament 
the meafures which the Poute has taken in regard to them. • 

In the territory of Canuia are gathered very little cotton, a great deal of 
W’heat and barley, and a confiderable quantity of raifins. Several cargoes of 
thefc laft arc fliippcd for Syria and Ecypt. The Muflulmans of thofe 
countries make them the principal ingredient in their Iherbets : the Chriflians 
arc in the habit of putting them into a certain quantity of water, and of 
leaving them to ferment for ten, twelve, or fifteen days, according to the 
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temperature of the air. They afterwards diftil them, and obtain from them 
a very agreeable brandy. The preparation of thcl'c raifins confifts in gathering 
them, when they arc very ripe, and fpreading them on the ground, expofing 
them for feveral days to a burning fun. They arc afterwards Itoucd, and 
then packed up for carriage. 

There arc ftaiccly any olive-trees in the territory of Candia, although 
the foil is very fit for the culture of that tree. The Turks there are as nu¬ 
merous as the Greeks. 

The Ifland of Dia, or of Standia, is fituated three leagues to the 
north-eaft by call of Canpia. It is about four miles long by two broad; 
its circumference is irregular: in its fouth part, are three natural harbours, 
where fliips of burden, bound to Canpia, call anchor and unload a part 
of their cargo, becaufe the harbour of that town is not deep enough to re¬ 
ceive them when they are fully laden. On their departure, they in like 
manner go and wait at Dia till boats bring them wherewith to complete 
their lading. 

A (hip of the line which might be driven by a too violent northerly wind 
towards Crete, and which could not gain the Gulf of Sc pa, or Si’ina- 
Lonua, would find an afylum at Dia. The middle harbour, called Ponro 
VELiti AIadona, is the befl; of the three: a veflcl may cull anchor there in 
from fix or eight fathoms water up to a confidcrable depth. 

On doubling the eaft point, you meet with a fourth harbour, by no means 
lafe, rather (hallow, and open to the eaft wind, but (heltered from the fouth, 
weft, and north-weft. A merchant-veflfel, caught in a gale of wind, might 
in like manner here take refuge. 
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This iflanil is lofty, rugged, and entirely calcareous: it neither is inhabited 
nor cultivated. The rock is every where naked, except towards the fuinmit, 
wh.ere is perceived a foil which would be fit for the culture of the vine and 
the olive-tree. It appears that there were anciently in this fpot fome habita¬ 
tions, to judge from the heaps of flones and bricks to be found here. In 
various places are met with a whitilh marble, which has never been worked, 
and fome veins, of fevcral feet in thicknefs, of flreaked alabafler, which is 
thought to be of the greateft beauty. 

On this ifland arc a confideiable quantity of rabbits: there are alfo fome 
wild goats, which it is cliincult to fee and to flioot at, bccaufe they keep in 
places inacceffible to man. \Vc here law, befides, fevcral cats of diflerent 
colours, which we prefumed to have belonged to vcflels cafl. away. 

The province of Mkssaua, which lies to the fouth of that of Candia, 
is the moll fertile and the moft agreeable of the ifland; it has, among others, 
a very beautiful plain fix le.igucs in extent, in which are gathered in abun¬ 
dance wheat, barltns flax, cotton, and a variety of fruits. It is croflTed by 
a fmall river at this day called J/Ai.ixAXirm, and formerly known by the 
name of Lr.rnc. It pafl'es by the fide of the ruins of O'onryNAt and emj)ties 
itfelf into the fea fating the Paximadi Iflands. 

When the Romans had c:;nqucrc<1 the iflands, and humbled the pr\dc of 
Cnossus, GoRtvna became the mofl. confidcrable and the moll beautiful 
city of Crj tk. It had two harbours to the fouth, one of which named 
Mktallvm, fituated oppofitc to two illcts, is to be found again in the 
word Ml'I'ai.a, which this place flill bears. The otlicr, called Lkbena, 
was five or fix leagues more to the caflward. 
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Three leagues to the north of the(e ruins, is feen the famous la*'y inth, 
which might be taken for an old quarry of loft, calcareous floie, -i fora 
place of habitation, capable of containing a whole colony, iiad not vnci,-nt 
authors faid that it was conRruiflcd by J^yunAn s, on the model of ti c a- 
byrinth of Ec. vpt, and that it fervcd as a place of coc.fincnicnt fur tliv hli- 
notaur. 

The wheat of Messara is one of the bell of Turki.v : it vicUL-, a neat 
deal of flour, and makes an excellent bread. Cultivators convey it on tlie 
back of their afles to Caniua, to Retimo, and even lo Cane and, 
however plentiful the harvclt may be, they never keep any for 
As well as the other cultivators of the ifland, they live all ihe \\ar or, a very 
coarfe barley-bread. The pure wheat is referved for the a^vis and f.n the lich 
inhabitants of the towns. 

This province is juflly reckoned the granary of Crj; rr. All the lands arc 
in culture, and they commonly produce fifteen or twent, ihr one; while 
clfcwhere the cultivator is well Citisficd if he obtain fix or cig- I tirrres the 
feed which he has intruded lo the bell grounds: true it is that their culture 
is much negleftcd, and that they fcldom receive manure. The Turks here 
are more numerous than the Greeks. 

The province of Miraukl, Which lies to the cafl of that of Canpia^ 
is populous, fertile, and abundant in oil, grain, and fruit. Formerly the 
inhabitants faw feveral French veflfcls come to the road oi* A'Iiuabel and 
ihe harbour of Spina-Lonc; a, in order to load with oil, which kc])t up its 
price, and diffufed among them a degree of comfort which they no longer 
enjoy, fince they have been forced to carry it, at a great expenfe, lo Can in a, 
and to fell it at a low price to the Turkilh proprietors of the foaji-houlcs 
#;(lablilhed in that town. 


1 


Cultivators, 




OlTORfAN EMPIRE. 


251 


Cult'- 'fdifcouraged by this inconfiderate order, neglcdl from day to 
day their ohvc trees, and make, befidcs, a greater confumption of oil and 
olives tliaii tliey did before. '1 licy fait a large quantity of this fruit, which 
they make the jjiiii 'ipal article of their fubfillencc. They alfo cat a great 
many wild herbs as a liilad, or fried with oil; and thus it is that the pacha 
of Candi A, who ii-ipcd to increafe the j)roducc of the cufloms, by prevent¬ 
ing the iiauJ whul! p i^-j't have been committed far from his fight, has, on 
the comrary. Icon that produce inipercej)tibly diminilh, bccaufe they no 
longer exjiort Iroin this province one half of the oils which w’cre thence ex¬ 
ported formerly. 

The road of MiRAurr, faces the cafl, and affords to vcficis, which may 
put in tl'.err, a tolerably lafe anchorage. It is Iheltercd and defended by two 
fmali iilands fituated in front. The town has greatly tliminilhcd fince com¬ 
merce has taken another direflion. Here are, nevcrthclels, flill reckoned 
fiftcxn hundred inhabitants, the greater part Greeks and cultivators. 

Spina-Lcnc which lies a few leagues more to the north, is one of the 
befl harbours of the ifland. It is formed by a pcninfula which fecures it from 
the caflerly winds. Its entrance faces the north north-eafl; but it is Ihcl- 
tered and protccled by an iflet on which the Venetians had built a fortrefs 
fimilar to that of Sun For a long time the Turks made fruitlcfs attempts 
to render themlclves mailers of this fbrtrels: it was not till the beginning of 
the lafl century that the Venetians permitted them to take pofleflion of it. 

The province of lIirRA-PKTu.iy or Cera Petra, is to the fouth of that 
of Mjrabei.: like the latter, it produces oil, grain, various fruits, honey, 
wax, flax, &c.; but it fuffers equally from the prohibition which the pacha 
has iflaicd of felling commodities any where' but at Cakuia. French vcllels 
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came formerly to load with oil in the road of Hiera-Petr a: in order to 
fell that commodity, the inhabitants arc at this day obliged to make by land 
a trip which requires three or four days’ journey. 

The town, known in ancient times under the names of Cyrba, CirtYUVA, 
and llir.liA J^ytna, is at the prefent hour no more than a village, whofe po¬ 
pulation is daily diminiQiing. Its roadftead is too much cxi>orcd to the 
fouthcrly winds, and particularly to the Jirocco, to be frequcntcil. Tiie Eu¬ 
ropean veflels which came thither formerly, haftened to take in their cargo 
and to get away. 

The province of Sv.ttj.i occupies all the caflern part of the ifland : it is 
the moft cxtenlive, but the leafL peopled, and the Icaft productive, ihougii 
it is, in a gtcat meafurc, fufceptiblc of culture, and though niuil of its lands 
are of the greateft fertility. But the rcmotcncls from the capital, the 
want of harbours, the inconfiderate injuflice of tlie agas— l.ltj thing cor- 
curs to render the inhabitants of this part of the illand mo’e indulejit th;;n 
the others. Contented with gathering corn and fruit for their ruhlin.'jnce, oil 
for paying their taxes, and procuring themlllves a few clothes, and the uten- 
fils necelEiry for their fimiily, tliey endeavour not to liiatch fiom the eartli 
a furplus of produilions, with which they would be embarraflld, or of which 
their agas would not fail to take pofleflion. 

$ 

The town is fituated on a flat (liorc, which a cape not much advanced, 
and three iflels placed at upwards of a league’s dillance, prute(fl but feebly 
from the north and north-cafl. winds. It was tolerably well fortified, and 
fullicicntly peopled, when the Venetians were mailers of the illand: they had 
there conllrudlcd a mole, in order to flicltcr the veflels which came thither 
io load wi.th the produft'ions of the province, or which brought thole claimed 
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by the wants of the inhabitants. At Settt a arc at this day feen none but 
fmall boats; the population has diminithed confiderably, and the fortifica¬ 
tions arc not kept in the lead order. 

Mount Dic’t.e occupies in this province an extent fomewhat confidcrable, 
in a dircdlon from call to wed. Although it is one of the mod elevated 
points of the illand next to Mount Ij>a and the W'nn k Moun'I’ains, its 
top is not covered with ihow: it is only more cool and more mold than the 
mountains in the environs of the fea, and would be very well calculated for 
tiie feeding of a great number of flocks. 

The can-b-tree, a tree of moderate flze which grows without culture all 
OVC- t'io iilaii;!, i.nc! particularly delights in floiiy grounds and in the clefts of 
rocks, is more abundant than any where die: it has an agreeable port, 

a foliage al vay-, green, flowers very fmall, without corollas; brown fruits, 
nuteiicd in the form of pods, and a wood very hard, veined, of a beautiful 
dicp re i, vciy lit for cabinet and inlaid work; but what depreciates this 
wood, is that it is very lubjedt to rot when the tree grows old: its blea, be- 
fides, is too confidcrable, too tender, and of a whitifli colour. 

The fruits of the carob-tree are conveyed to Constant!nop r.E, into 
Syria, and into Egypt: they ferve for food to the jjoor and to children; 
the latter arc very fond of chewing the fweet and lufeious pulp which they 
contain. Mixed with liquoricc'root, raifins, and other different fruits, it 
Icrvcs for compofing the fherbets of which the MulTulmans make a daily ufc. 

Among the great number of wild or cultivated plants on which the inha¬ 
bitants of Crete fubfifl, we fhall remark; 

The leaves of kidney-beans, boiled and fried with olivc-oil. 
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The leaves of chich-pcas, boiled and raw, as a falad. 

The leaves and the flowers of pumpkins, boiled. 

The leaves of vines, boiled and pickled with vinegar. 

The leaves of horferadilh, boiled. 

The leaves and the tops of niiiflard and of a great number of cruciform 
plants, boiled and fried. 

The leaves and the ftems of blite, boiled. 

The leaves of lev'cral fpecics of oraches, boiled. 

The leaves and the flems of common black night-lhade *, boiled. 

The leaves of corn, or red poppy boiled. 

The leaves of mallow, boiled. 

The young (hoots of wild or acute-leaved afparagusj, boiled. 

The Rems of the common rough bindweed §, and of the lofty-climbing 
oriental bindweed 11, boiled. 

Prickly chicory, raw, as a (alad. 

Dandelion, and a great number of chicoraccous plants, as a falad. 

The leaves of various fpecics of fcorzonera, as a falad. 

The greater part of the campanulas, valerians, and feabioufes, as a falad. 
The leaves of bramble, boiled, and the tender tops, raw, as a falad. 

The ears of green maize, raw. 

The roots of parfley, boiled, as a falad, and as a ragout. 

The Rems and the leaves of fennel, boiled, as a falad, and pickled in vi¬ 
negar. 

The fruits of the love-apple boiled, and as a ragout, or as feafoning. 
A cultivated plant. 

The leaves and the buds of the thornlefs caper-bufh, pickled in vinegar. 


^ Solanumnigrum^ Linn. Papannr rhaas, Linn. % Jf/paragas acuiifoUus, Linn. 

J Smilax ajj^cra* Ljkn. II Smilax cxcel/a, Linn. ^ Solanum Ucoptrjicum. Linn. 
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Among the cultivated plants, we remarked tlic briilly-lcaved corchorus, 
or common Jew’s mallow*, which we again taw in llill greater abundance 
in EG^'P'l’. Its leaves arc eaten with j>lcafurc, during tlic whole fummer, as a 
ragout or fimply boiled, Iqueezcel, and I'caloncd witli olive-oil. Care is taken 
to fow the feeds from the end of the winter to the end of the fpring, in 
watered places. The plant is annual, brancliy, and rifes to the licight of 
two feet. 

Kelrniay or hamia'fy known in the Antti.les under the name oigomheau^ 
is alfo cultivated, not only in Ckete, but throughout the Levant. Its 
fruit, from three to four inches long, is gathered from the end of Prairial to 
Fruftidor, and eaten as a ragout alone, with difierent fcafoning, and more 
frequently mixed with meat: it is infij)id, vifeous, and by no means difficult 
of digellion. The feeds arc fown towards the end of the winter in watered 
places. I'his annual 2 )lant would thrive very well in the South of France. 

To this lift we might add the greater part of the kitchen-garden plants 
cultivated in Europe. 

It is to be regretted that the potatoe is not known to the inhabitants of 
Greece; it would certainly grow under the fliade of the chefnut-tree of 
Selino, on the White IVloi NTAiNS, on Mount Ida, on Mount Dict;e, 

and on all the elevated and cool places of the ifland. It would contribute 

» 

to render independent the S[)hachiots, whom the want of fubfiflcncc fre¬ 
quently calls to the maritime towns of the north coaft: it would favc the 
corn which, in general, runs fliort in this country: it would afford to all the 
Greeks a wholcfome food which would not excite the envy of the greedy 


• Corchorus oUtorius, L i n n .—Coretc potagere, Lamarck. Eucyclop, 

■J Hihifcus e/adentus. Likn.—K ctmic comctlibic, Lamarck* Encychp* 
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Muflulman. It is to be hoped that the S])l)achiots will one day be indcbtct," 
for this benefit to the European merchants who refide at Canea, or to the- 
Greeks whom commerce at this day attrafts to the principal cities of El- 
ROPE. 

\Vlien we cad our eye on the alimentary productions which the ifland fur- 
iiiihes, and which might be multiplied with the greateft facility, we are 
aftoniflLcd that the Greek cultivators are reduced to live, the whole year, on 
barley-bread, fiilted olives, and wild plants. It fcldom haj>pcns that they 
indulge thcmfelves in the ufe of more delicate aliments: they prefer felling 
them in order to difeharge the taxes, or pay the too frequent extortions of 
heir agas. The inhabitants of the towns, and particularly the Europeans, 
live tolerably well at little expenfe. Mutton is every where excellent, and 
fcarcely cods two fous the pounil. Pork, bred and fed in mod of the Greek 
villages, is exquifitc, efpecially when it is young: it is cheaper than mutton, 
bccaufc the Turks dare not eat it. Lambs and kids appear on the (hamblcs 
of the three principal towns, during fcvcral months of the year. From the 
end of the dimmer, arc feen to come in abundance the quail, the turtle, the 
ring-dove, the loriot, the roller, the thruQi, and a great number of fig- 
peckers, which are very delicate eating. The woodcock comes thither fome- 
what later, and there palTcs the winter. The blackbird remains there all tire 
year: it is very fat in winter, and is very well taded. In fpringand dimmer, 
larks, ortolans, and a great many fmall birds, fupply the place of the birds 
of paflage. The hare and the partridge are every where very common; the 
francolin and the bartavelle or Greek red partridge, are more fcarce. We 
faw not rabbits in great numbers, except on the fmall idands in the vicinity 
of Crete. The argali and the wild goat arc in tolerable plenty on the 
mountains and in the deep ^places. The villagers kill them fometimes by 
waiting to (hoot at them from a place of concealment, and come to fell them 
at Cahpia, Retimo, and Cakea. They alfo bring thither fome poultry, 

which 
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wliirh fatten in tTie fields on feeds and infedls that are there to be found' 
The turkey-cock, in particular, is remarkable for its lize, the delicacy of its 
fiefh, and the low price at which it is obtained; for a piaftre, or about two 
livres (aod. fterling). a turkey may be purchafed, weighing from twelve to 
fifteen pounds, and for one livicabird of the Hirae Ipecies,. that weighs fcveti 
or eight. Beef is fcarcc, and the ox is little ufed but in country labour. 

Tliere are few countries in the Levant which afford a greater variety of 
interefling vegetables than the llland of Crete. Tbe botanift may hope 
to reap there, in all fcafons, a harveft more or lefs abundant. In fadl:, when 
the heat has parched up the earth, and burnt the greater part of the plants 
in the plains and on the hills in the vicinity of the fea, then Dict^, Ida, 
and Sphacuia, which are fituated in a temperature more: mild and more 
molfl:, are covered with flowers of every fpecies. 

If the botanifl quit thefe elevated places in the firfl: rains of autumn, 
he is furprifed to find under his feet a yellow-flowered ranunculus, tolerably 
fragrant, worthy of figuring in the gardens of floriflsj a fwcet-fmelling, white 
narcifllis; f'cveral hyacinths, two fpecies of faffron, a crocus, a day-lily, &c. 
Prcfcntly he fees the mandrake, the virtues of which empirics have extolled, 
but of which the wife phyfician is miftruftful as a venomous plant. The 
arborefeent lucern flowers before the end of autumn. In Nivbl'c, Pluviofe, 
and Ventbfe, all the riling grounds arc covered with ranunculufes, anepumes, 
ixias, crocufes, irifes, and a great number of crucifoan plants; to which 
fucceed rapidly orcliiles, labiata:, rock-rofes,. fome umbcllata;, and mofl: of 
the leguminous plants. In the middle of fumincr are found fome late 
plants, and a great number of bufhes and (lirubs, tuch as favorics, thymes, 
ftachys, oleanders, myrtles, &c. and towards the end of the funimer, fome 
fyngcnefia, among which is to be remarked the gummy-rooted atraflylis. 


The 
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The otlicr branches of natural hiflory arc no Icfs inlercfting than that of 
the plants; land-fliells, for example, arc here very common and very nu¬ 
merous. Independently of the fpecies of Eunoni', here are to be found a 
great number which are not known to nafuralills. V/e lhall fur the i»refent 
content ourfclves with giving an account of fome of them. 

1. Thejlat-fpircd helix {Plate XyJI. Jig. 7. a, />, r.). It kcepr, during 
the fummer, in the clefts of rocks, whence it probably docs not ifl’uc till tlic 
early rains of autumn. The firfl time that we faw it, we w'cre obliged to 
employ wedges for the purpofe of fplitting the rock. It is remarkable, from 
the firft volute of the fpire being convex and rounded, and from the others 
being flattened. If the flicll be young (c), the firfl; volute of the fpire is 
Iharp-cdged. We likevvife met with it at Rhodes.* 

2. On fome flirubs is found the faji-iolated bulimus {fig. 5.), wliolc 
mouth is oval, brown within, and white on the edges. The fliell is fulil'orm; 
white, with a great number of lines of a deep rufous colour, which imper¬ 
ceptibly difappear as it grows old. We faw it again at Rhodes, in Svtiia, 
and in CARAMANiA-f-. 

Among the bulimi, which arc to be found in the rocks, arc to be re¬ 
marked : 

« 

3. The twijlcd necked \ivX\m\x& {.fig. 4. «, hi) It is of a rufous white: its 
mouth is almofl; round, a little ovalj the margin is llightly expanded, and 


• Helix fpiriplana deprejfa.t umhilicata^ circulis intemiptc guttulatis notata\ anfraBu 

friwto con^vjxo, ceeteru dijloiaeo plantjjtrms ; apertura collo continuato JuhorbiculatA Candida, 

f Bulimus fafciolatus parfuut, Mwgus, alkidns^ hngitudinaUttr fu/co mult'tUneatus% apertura 
imtus iota fufeat labio Jimplici albo. 
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diiplays within, on the right fide, two fmall folds not very apparent. The 
neck Is free and quadrangular. The lad volutes of the Ipire are cut as in the 
decollated bullmus^. 

4. The bullmus 2. a. b.) has an oval mouth* flightly bi- 

dentated, and reddiih within. Each Ipire has a great number of very elevated 
lines. The cxtrciuity is always truncated when the Ihcll has attained its full 
fizef'. 

5. The faprr bulimus 6. a, b,) is elongated, ftriated, and formed of 
fifteen or fixteen fplres. The mouth is oval, a little oblong: it has within 
two folds on tl^c fide of the columella, more or lefs marked, Tlic laft lj[oircs 
arc of a deep blackiih blue 

6. The ivjlatcd Ijulirnus (./%•. 3. at, 6.) is not fo long, and more inflated 
than the preceding; its ftria: are more apparent: thofe of the lad volute form 
wrinkles well marked. There arc only twelve or thirteen volutes to its fpirc. 
The mouth is oval, and flightly bidentated: the extremity appears as if ob- 
ilru'dcd by fomc accciTary folds ||. 

Lizards do not commonly infplrc as much fright as ferpents: not one is 
known to be venomous; and neverthclefs, in leveral places, we find an opi¬ 
nion edablilhcd that fome of thefe reptiles arc extremely dangerous. The 


* Bulimus tOYt\co\\\i>/viiJ^ir, parvulus^ dilute ruliginofus^ *vald^ tru7icct1us^ JahryLmhicus \ coilo 
Lhero, angufiato, fubquaiiralo ; aprrtura juifctunda. 

-f-'B ulimus rctufui. finiftcr^ par^ulus decolIatus,fifl/hrmi-cyltndraceu^, totuscon/picucidicato-JiriaiuSf 
^hfolete albcus ; etpertura ovali, i.nirorfum vbjlure btplicata, rujidula. 

t Bulimus tcrch ji/idler, par^vulus, angujlc fujifcr'ms, c'jolotc Jiriolatus^ cum ^ocrike atrato <ii~ 
hidus \ anfralfibus plamjjimisapertura ovalo’-obloiiga, ^hjeu* r: hidcntaia^ 

II Bulimus iniJ.aus JiniJicr, par<vidus, ^vcntricofo fujiformis, cum ^cr trice ciit'citQ la^cifi% levifcr 
Jiriolatus ; aperturu ob/cure bident at ay alba, 

fird 
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fiift time that we faw the ocellated fcink {Plate XVI. Jig. i.)> ^ome 
Greeks who were with us Ihrunk back with horror, as if they had perceived 
the mofl dangerous viper. It was much worle when they faw us take it in 
our hand: tliey thought us undone. We wilhcd to undeceive them rcfpedl- 
ing the fuppofed venom of this reptile, by fulTering oui*feIves to be bitten: 
but we did not attain our objc6t. The ignorant^ as is well known, do not 
cafily get the better of an error. Thefe Greeks were then perfuaded either 
that we were forccrers (for they believe in all fooleries of this kind), or that 
we were acquainted with an antidote for the venom of this animal. 

This fcink lives in the fand in Crete, Cyprus, and Egypt, and not in 
the houfes, as is aflerted by Forskal. 

All its body is covered with little imbricated, fmooth, fliining fcalcs: it is 
of a yellowilh gray beneath, and of a grayilh green above, with oblique, 
tranfverfal rows of hexagonal, black fpots, each marked with a fmall quad¬ 
rangular white fpot. The tail, in fome individuals, is in proportion longer 
than the fpecics reprefented, and is marked with the fame fort of fpots as the 
body. The feet arc (hort; the toes are flender, long, and tenuinated by a 
veiy diftiiicV claw. This fcink runs with tolerable nimblenefs*. 

The lizard the moft common in all the iflands of the Archipei-ago, in 

Crete, in the Mouea, on the call coaft of Natolia, in Egypt, and in 
« 

Syria, is the Jitllio^ named by the Greeks, cocordilos\. Jt has the body 


♦ Stincus OCCellatQ.*: /upra grifio-fuire/cems, macuUs nigris bexagonis pu^rffo a^ho notatis, 
Laceria cauifa tereti, imbruata^ bre*vL Forskal. Dijeript, Ahimal, page 13, 

Lacerta ocellata. Gmel. Syfi, Nat. vol. i. pars. iii. p* 1077. 

f TouRNt.FORT, f^oya^e au Levant, vol. i. p. 313. 

LacertaJleUio. Nat^ p* 3 ^** 

Le fielUoH^ L A c k'o E* ^adr, O vip. voI« i. p. 369. 


mixed 
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Tiiixcd with gray, yellovvi(h, and brown; the head and the back covered with 
fcales, fimple or tuberclcd, and pointed. The (bales of the feet are mote 
turned up, and more pointed, than thofe of the back. The tail is verticil- 
lated, and covered with prickly fcales. This lizard acquires ten or twelve 
inches in length. It lives on infefts, and docs no milchief. It is leen to feck 
the fun in fummer: in winter it keeps in holes, and there pafles that feafon 
in a fort ol’ torpor. 


I X 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Slate ef agriculture and of indujlry in Crete.— Character of the Turks .— 
Precautions which (hey take againjl the plague.—Export and import 
trade of this if and. 

Far from the rod of the Turks, and under the fhield of their privileges, 
the Greeks of the iflands of the Archipelago, aflurcd of being able to 
enjoy, to a certain degree, the fruit of their labours, in general, cultivate 
their fields, or apply themfelves to fomc induftiy with fufiicient ardour and 
intelligence. But in Crete, expofed inceflantly to fee their crops taken 
away from them by the aga, to be ftripped of their property by the pacha, 
to be infulted, cudgelled, and robbed by every janizarjs the cultivators 
are never inclined to fnatch from the earth, by an increafe of labour; a 
produce which they would fee pafs into the hands of thofe W'hom they 
have fo much reaibn to hate. 

The fields which they cultivate, planted by their anceRors when a civi¬ 
lized, induftrious, and trading people * governed the ifland, and favoured 
agriculture, are running to wafle from day to day: the olive-tree perifhes,. 
the vine difappears; the foil is wafhed away by the rains; yet thefe unfor<- 
tunate Greeks, difheartened as they arc, think not of repairing the damages 
which time is incefTantly occafioning them. There is nothing but the preffing 
want of living and of paying the taxes that can induce them to gather thein 
olives, fow their lands, and give their attention to a few bees. 


• The Venetians. 
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Induftry is almoft null in the Greek, villages fubjcdl to the agas. It is 
not without trembling tliat the inhabitants there make a few coarle cloths, 
and the moft fimple implements of hutbandry. The women are fcarcely ever 
employed but in mending the old rags which they and their hutbands wear 
as long as they can. When they drefs themfelves in new clothes, which 
happens but fcldom, they avoid fliowy colours and ftutfs of a certain price. 
They know that tlicir fuit would be taken away from them by the Ibubachi, 
or by fome other Turk, and would even expofc them to outrages. 

This is not the cafe in Sphachi.\. The Greek of thofc mountains is 
at the fame time iheplierd, agriculturilt, and artilan. He turns to a pretty 
good account the lands which he poflcfl'es; he breeds, with fufficient intel¬ 
ligence and I'uccefs, a great number of cattle; he manufadures with tolerable 
ikill the cloths with which he clothes himfelf, the utenlils of which he makes 
ufe, and the implements which he employs. But the Sphachiot has pre- 
ferved, as we have faid before, the energy of the independent man, and the 
acStivity of him who enjoys without molellation the fruit of his labour. 

The Turkifli villages prefent not lb much wretchednefs as thofe be¬ 
longing to the Greeks, becaufe tlie cultivator is much more fure of his pro¬ 
perty, and may without fear improve it by every means in his power. In¬ 
dependently of the taxes which he pays, being, in general, lefs burdenfome; 
independently of his being exempt from perfonal import, it fejdom happens 
that too revolting an injurtice is committed in regard to him, becaufe the 
inhabitants are ever ready to rife and defend him among them who fliould 
be opprefled. 

Notwithftandrng fo many advantages, neither agriculture nor induftry are 
in vigour among them. Being almort all enrolled among the janizaries, they 
depend on the pay wiiich they have to receive; they alfo depend on the ex-' 

1 i z tortions 
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tortions which they never fail to commit on the Greeks whenever they have* 
an opportunity. It might be faid that, like voracious and lazy drones, the 
Turks have come to eftabl'dh themfelvcs on a foreign land only for the puiv 
pole of confuming there, without trouble and without care, the fubfiftence 
which others draw from the earth by their labour, or procure themlelves 
from abroad by their induflry. 

The charadter of thefc foreigners is fo flrongly marked, that a traveller 
finds them the fame into whatever country of the empire he tranfports 
himfdf. The Turks of Euroi’k, neverthclefs, are reckoned to be more 
courageous, more ferocious, but not fo ignorant nor fo honeft as thofe of 
Asia. Thofe pf Constantinopi.e, and of the principal maritime towns, 
are, in general, fomewhat more mild, iomewhat better informed, than tho(e 
who live up the country. Thole of the Kland of Crete arc diftinguidicd for 
their malice, their good look, and their intelligence. 

Whether the Sphachiots, whofe courage they have experienced, and w'.tli 
whofe hoflile difpofition they are acquainted, render them miftruQful, or 
whether the great number of other Greeks by whom the ifland is i-eoiiled, 
equally obliges them to keep on their guard, the Turks, here more than 
clfewhere, are always inclined to put a Greek to death with their own hands, 
or fend him to execution, under the fmallcfl: pretext. Falfe witnclTcs make 
no frruple of appearing before the tribunals, when the queftion is legally to 
get rid of a man whofe property is coveted and whofe courage is dreaded': 

No one is ignorant that, in the capital, it has been Ibmetimes propofed to 
recur to a general meafure, and to cut off in one day all the Greeks of the 
empire: but intcreft has always withheld the arm when ready to ftrike. In 
Crete, recourfe will infallibly be had to this atrocious meafure, if the ifland 
were threatened by an European power. We arc perfuaded, that on the firft 

danger 
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danger the Turks of this ifland v\ould not fail to feizc, indifcriminatcly, all 
the Greeks wlio might be in a condition to carry arms, and to facrifice them 
to their own fafety, unlcfs that power ihould have taken beforehand the pre¬ 
caution of tranlmitting arms fecretly, and of fereening, by that means, thefe 
unfortunate beings from the murderous fword of their oppreflors. 

The Turks arc, in general, handfomer than the Europeans. Their ftature 
is not taller; but their features are more regular; their countenance is com¬ 
monly more agreeable, and mo:e expreflive. Do they owe this advantage to 
their inadivc life, to the climate which they inhabit, to the aliments which 
they ufc, to the comfort which they almofl: all enjoy, or muft wc attribute 
tMc caufe of it to thole flaves, generally rather handfomc, who have brought 
jPxiCin Into the world ? What w^ould induce us to believe that the more ge¬ 
neral beauty of the women, in Turkey, contributes greatly to the beauty 
of the men, is that the Turks of Crete, who, lincc they have occupied the 
ifland, are in the habit of marrying, in the krrpin manner, the handfcmefl 
Greek girls of the country, arc Hill handfomer than thofe of the reft of 
Turkey. 


They are alfo more intelligent: to fee them and hear them, one w'ould 
imagine that they have received from their mothers a few fparks of that bril¬ 
liant wit, of that flircwd fagacity, witli which the Greeks are endowed, and 
which they have preferved, even in flaveiy. • 

Thcfc Turks are the only ones in the empire, who, notvvithftanding the 
prejudices of their nation, have ventured to fubmit to a Ibrt of quarantine 
all ftrangers who come from a country infefted with the plague. They even 
carry precaution fo far as to prohibit their ports to velfels that have on board 
fick fufpeded to have that diforder, unlefs they bring provifions of whiclj the 
ifland ftands in great need; and in that cafe they, by every known means, 

hinder 



24(5 TRAVELS IN THE 

hinder the plague from being introduced among them. But as tlicy cann t 
prevent the accefs of a Turkifli (hip of war, nor fubject her to tlie fulutary 
regulations of the ifland, the precautions which they take with refpedt to 
others, are very often InfuiEcient. In fadt, tlie galiondgis, fn^n whatever 
country they come, and w'hatever may be their (late of health, arc eager to 
get on Ihore, land their cfTefts, and communicate with the inhabitants of ti\c 
town and country. Thus it W'as that a kerlanguifch belonging to the Pom i, 
arrived from Can fa, in the year IV. (1796), brought thither a plague of 
the mod contagious and mod dedrudVive nature, which in lei's than two ycais 
vifited the whole illand, and carried off upwards of one-fourtli of the inhabi¬ 
tants. It had not yet ceafed when w'c left Constantinoplf., in the year 
VI. (1798J, although it had, for fcvcral months pad, lod much of its malig¬ 
nity. 

Another law, Icfs wife no doubt, which refults from the too fm.ill quantity 
of corn that the iiland furnilhes, fubjedls vclTels laden with grain and other 
provifions, which happen to put into one of its harbours, to fell their cargo 
before they get under fail again. And were the illand provided with a 
fudicient abundance of provifions to be fold at a very low price, the captain 
could not obtain permiflion to carry his commodity clfcwhere without making 
a prefent to the pacha, to the cudom-houfe officer, and to the corps of jani¬ 
zaries. 

a 

In'the principal towns, it Js a pleafurc to fee public granaries which wci* 
probably condrudled in the time of the Venetians. The(e confid of large 
fquare pits in mafonry, coated with a cement capable of (ccuring from hu¬ 
midity the grain contained in them. The opening is narrow, and carefully 
clofed. Corn keeps .very well in thele pits, provided they are not too damp. 
They are very common in Italy, and throughout the East: their form is 
paore frequently oval, and very much.(welled in the middle. We might have 

> recourlc 
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Tccourfc to them with the fame advantage in Fraxce, and, as occafion re¬ 
quired, make ufe of thofe vats in matbnry which the inhabitants are in the 
habit of conRructing in nioft of the wine-countries. 

The corn which is gathered in Crete not being fufficient for the con- 
fumption of the inhabitants, there comes every year a tolerably Urge quantity 
from VoLo, from Salonica, from the Morea, from Syria, and fomc- 
tinies from Egypt. 

Wine is made only in a few diftridts of the illand: in fome others, the 
inhabitants prefer carrying their grapes to the town, or drying them for trade. 
Thofe who have no wine difpenfe with it, and drink water: it teldom hap¬ 
pens that any is brought to them from the illands of the Archipelago. 

The mulberry-tree vegetates very well in Crete. Silk-worms thrive 
there wonderfully, and, ncverthclets, that tree is fcarce. Every year is 
brought from Syria the filk neceflary for the manufadturc of a few firings 
and a few ribands, which are exported to Constantinople. Some cloths 
in nik and cotton, and in Aik and flax, are alfo manufadlured: the latter 
ferve for making fliirts and (hifts, and are confumed in the countr 3 ^ 

Although flax is tolerably plentiful, yet it does not fuiSce for the wants 
of the inhabitants: they draw a great deal from Egypt. 

I 

Cotton is little cultivated; that which is confumed in this ifland, comes 
from Smyrna and the environs of Ephesus. 

There arrive alfo from this latter place buflalo-hides and ox-hides, and 
coarfe fliccp-fltins, for the ufc of the mountaineers, who make of them a 
fort of boot which reaches to, the knee. 


Sefamum 
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Scfamum is cultivated in a fmall quantity: in the towns, its feed is naixed 
vdth bread, in order to give the latter more flavour. Here the inhabitants 
arc not in tlic habit of extradling oil from it, as is pradlifed in fomc iflands 
of the Aucuipei.ago, in fome diftridts of Syuia, and in a good part of 
Feusia and India. 

The only articles of exportation from the Ifland of Crete, arc oil, foap, 
wax, honey, cheefe, raifins, almonds, walnuts, chefnuts, St. Jonx’s bread, 
linrcccl, and liquorice-root. 

The oil that the ifland can furnifli in a good feafon is eftimated at two 
hundred thoufand millcrolcs*. Of this the French draw nearly one-fourth: 
the Italians and Germans take off a fmall quantity; the people of the country 
make a great confumption of it for their Ibod. All the rcll is confumed by 
the foap-houfes. 

Next to oil, foap is one of the mofl. important articles of exportation. It 
paffes to Tunis, to Constantinoi'lk, and into all the towns of the Le¬ 
vant. It is not fo good as .that of Marseilles for vvaftiing and cleaning 
linen; but, neverthelefs, the Turks prefer it, becaufc it is cheaper, and is, 
betides, almoft as good as ours for wadiing their body, (having their head, 
and lor the other ufes to which they apply it. 

AtXilANDiA, there are twenty-five foap houfes, which employ the greater 
part of the oils of the province, and of thofe fituated in the eait part of the 
ifland. There were formerly fcycral French houfes in that town, w'hich ex¬ 
ported to Marseilles part of the oils which w'ere gathered in the environs. 
Ciirgoes of it were alfo .(hipped at Spina-Lokca, Mirabel, Settia, and 


* A mcafure of Marceilles, which is etjual to fixty-fix pintes, Paris meafiire. 
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Gera-Petraj but the mercliant.s have been obliged, by degree.*;, to abandon 
their cftablithmcnts, becaufc the Turks, who wlflicd to make thcmfelves 
mafters of all the oils of thefe countries for their foap-houfes, frequently 
raifed the populace againft them, and put their life in danger. It may be 
cxpedled that one day the lame thing will happen at Cane a. The French 
lioufes there maintain themfelves only becaufe the prefent cuftom-houfe 
officer is a man of weight, and finds a greater profit in the extraction of 
the oil made by the Europeans, than in that of the Ibap made by the Turks; 
for the Europeans pay in Crete three per cent, of the value of merchandife, 
while the Turks there pay only two and a half. The Greeks, the Jews, and 
the Armenians, pay five per cent. 

Although oils arc in great abundance in the environs of Retimo, there 
are to the prefent day no more than eight foap-houfes in that town, becaule 
the French eftablifhed at Cane a alfo fiiip there fevcral cargoes of oil, and be- 
caufc the greater part of thele manufactories belong to Jews under the pro¬ 
tection of France. If the Turks fucceed in getting poiTeffion of all thefe 
foap-houfes, which they frequently attempt, the French merchants will be 
obliged to relinquilli the oils of Retimo, becaufe the Turks will then tax 
the oils of that province, as they have done at Candia, and referve to 
themfelves alone all the profits. 

There are twenty foap-houfes at Canea, which employ the oils o( the 
provinces of Kissamos, Selino, and Kioonia; but thefe oils arc in fuch 
plenty, that the French houfes eftabHfhed in that town difpatch to Mar- 
•seili.es, during the year of the gathering and the following, to the value of 
from one to two millions of our livres. 

The wax which is not confumed in the ifland, is purchafed by the 
French merchants, who fend it to Marseilles. This article, which is 
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generally of the value of from 12 to 15,000 livres, amounts fometimes tO’ 
30,000, and even more. 

# 

The honey is of little importance: it pafles to CoNSTAHTiNoriE and, 
into Egypt. 

The exportation of cheefe from SpiiAcnrA and the environs is eftimated 
at upwards of 30,000 livres: it almoft all goes to Constan tinople. 

Railins arc aconfidcrable article of exportation. They are fent to Egypt 
and to Syria. A few years before our arrival, an Englifh vcflcl took in a 
cargo of thefe, which, undoubtedly, did not anfwcr, as no other vcflel be¬ 
longing to that nation has fince prefented herfelf for the fame objedl. The 
railins of Crete having large ftones, being dirty, and frequently impregnated 
with earth, cannot fuit the Englifh, who put this fruit into their puddings. 
In the Levant, they are fcarcely employed, except for making brandy and 
Iberbets. 

The other fruits pafs into Egypt and Syria, as well as liquorice-root, 
Linfeed is purchafed by the Italians. 

The French, one year with another, bring from Marseili-es to the 
value of from 150 to 160,00c livres, in Carcassone woollen cloths, gilding, 

V 

laces, and Rufis of Lyons, in imperial ferges manufadiured at Nismes, in 
fmall Ihot, tin, iron. Reel, coffee, fugar, nutmegs, cloves, indigo, cochineal, 
paper^ and in various articles of hard-ware. 

From Venice and from Trieste arc brought glafs-ware, hard-ware, and, 
above all, planks, the greater part of which ferve for making foap-cafes 
The returns are made in oil, in foap, and in wax. As thefe commodities 


I 
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arc there of greater value than thofc which are brought, the balance is paid 
in Vknjce fequins. 

The inhabitants of the iflands of the Archipelago bring to Candia 
and Cane A, almoft all the wood neceflary for the foap-houfes; they procure 
it either in Caramama, or in Greece. Every year there arrive ten or 
twelve boats, each valued at 12 or 1500 piaftres.- They take in return oil 
and foap. 

The Cretans themfclves carry on feme trade: they draw from Salonica, 
corn, cotton, tobacco, andiron; from Coxstantinopi.k, Bcrsa fluffs. 
Angora chdUlSj (hoes, handkerchiefs for the head-dreffes of their women, 
and copper utenfils. At Smyrna, they take hides, Turkey leather or Mo¬ 
rocco, cotton, quilted coverlids, Engliflx flialoons, and fomc French goods- 

At Gaza, they take a(hcs for their foap-houfes; at Aleppo, (ilk fluffs: 
they purchafe, on all the coaft of Syria, corn and (ilk. 

Egypt fupplies them with corn, rice, flax, linen«cIoths, and a(hes. 
Dlkna and Bengazt, on the coa(l of Africa, fend butter, known under 
the name manttgue, Tunis and Tripoli exchange their caps and their 
corn for (pap and I'equins. 

I 

On Mount Ida and in SniAciiiA is found a fpccicsof Iragacantha, which 
furnilhcs a little gum tragacantli; but this produdlion is not there in fufficient 
abundance to be gathered and to enter into trade. 

Ladanum is an article of little importance: a very fmall quantity of it pafles 
to Smyrna and to CoNSTANxiNOPJLJi. 
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The wool isihort, coarfe, and like that ol’thc iflands of the AiiniiPEJ ago. 
It is all confumed in the country. 

Every one is acquainted with the hone which commerce draws from Crete 
and from STAvciif». The former, not fo good nor fo fine as the olher, is 
found to the fouth-wefl: of ReTimo, in the territor}' of the Sphachiuis. It 
is generally brought to the harbour of Canea, whence it is fcnl to Mar- 
SMLLES, and into feme towns of Italy. 
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